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(Most of what will hereunder be mentioned is the crux of a
discourse of our beloved Shaykh, Hadhrat Maulana Abdul
Hamid Sahib {daamat barakaatuhu}, delivered in the Darul
Uloom Masjid in Azaadville on the 28th Ramadhaan 1431
after the Asr Salaat. A few details have been added from
other lectures and advices of Hadhrat Maulana, and from
some of the works of Moulana Shah Hakeem Muhammad
Akhtar Sahib {«.}.)

VIRTUES OF ZIKRULLAH
1) THE ONE MAKING ZIKR IS REMEMBERED BY ALLAH
Allah (88) says, "«S,531 (35,558’ (Suratul-Bagarah v.152}

“Make My zikr (remember Me), | am remembering you.”
What a great honour is it not for the slave to be remembered
by his Master, the King of kings, the Sole and Mighty
Sovereign!

This is explained in the Hadith-Qudsi:
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Allah (&) says, “l treat My slave according to his
expectations of Me. | am with him when he remembers
Me. If he remembers Me by himself, | remember him by
Myself. If he remembers Me in a gathering, | remember him
in a better gathering.”

In another Hadith, Rasulullah (#) explained:
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The gathering engaged in the rememberance of Allah are
surrounded by angels, engulfed in Allah’s mercy, sakeenah
(a nur or spiritual light which settles in the heart through
which one’s attention is turned to Allah and is saved from
misery and depression. The effect of sakeenah descending
is that one’s Imaan grows from strength to strength and all
doubts regarding Deen are removed) decends upon them
and Allah remembers them in the gathering of those who
enjoy divine proximity to Him.”

Mulla Ali Qari () has explained ‘those who enjoy Allah’s
proximity’ to mean ‘the favourite angels of Allah and the
souls of the Ambiyaa and the Mursaleen (Messengers)

In another Hadith, some details regarding these blessed
gatherings are given:
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Allah has a special group of angels, travelling through the
earth with no other work (they are exclusively appointed
for this task and nothing else), who circle the streets
searching for the gatherings of Zikr. When they find a group
of people engaged in the remembrance of Allah, they call
out to the other angels, “Come here to fulfill your need!
(here is what you were searching for)” The angels surround
them with their wings, forming rows up to the first heaven.
When the group disperses (at the end of the gathering), the
angels ascend to the heavens. Allah then enquires from
them, inspite of Him knowing better than them, “Where
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have you come from?” They submit, “We have come from
the gathering of such and such servants of Yours in the
earth.” Allah then asks them, inspite of Him knowing better
than them, “What are they saying?”

They reply, “They are making Your Tasbih (saying
SubhaanAllah =Allah is most pure), Your Takbir (saying
Allahu-Akbar=Allah is the greatest) Your Tahleel (saying
Laa-ilaaha-illAllah= there is none worthy of worship except
Allah), Your Tahmeed (saying Al-hamdu-Lillah=all praises
belong to Allah) and are glorifying You.” Allah asks,“Have
they seen Me?” “No, by Allah, they have not seen You,”
confirm the angels. Allah enquires, “What would their
condition have been had they seen Me?” “Had they seen
You, they would have increased in Your worship, Your
glorification and Your Tasbih with much greater zeal and
enthusiasm,” submit the angels. Allah then queries, “What
are they asking of Me.?” “They are asking You to grant
them Jannah,” reply the angels. Allah asks them, “Have
they seen it?” “No, our Rabb, by Allah, they have not seen
it,” say the angels. Allah enquires, “What would their
condition have been had they seen it?” “Had they seen it,
their aspiration and yearning for it would increase, they
would strive harder to attain it, and their desire for it would
be greater,” the angels submit. Allah then queries,” “What
do they seek protection from?” “From the fire of
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Jahannam,” reply the angels. Allah asks them, “Have they
seen it?” “No, by Allah, they have not seen it,” say the
angels. Allah enquires, “What would their condition have
been had they seen it?” “Had they seen it, they would
make a greater effort to escape from it and would be more
fearful of it,” submit the angels. Allah then announces, “I
make you witness that | have forgiven them, granted them
what they asked for (Jannah) and saved them from that
which they sought protection from (Jahannam).” An angel
from amongst them says, “So and so was not from amongst
them (he did not come for Zikr). He had come for some
other personal work (for eg. to collect a key or to give a
message). (Is the reward for him as well?) Allah says, “That
group is so blessed that whoever even sits with them (and
makes slight contact with them) will not be deprived of My
blessings.” Another Hadith mentions that an announcer in
the skies announces on behalf of Allah at the end of the
gathering, “Stand up in the condition that all your sins have
been forgiven. | have converted your sins into good deeds.”

Hafiz Ibn Hajar Asqgalaani (4%), the commentator of Sahihul-
Bukhari, writes in his commentary named Fathul-Baari:
(Regarding the above Hadith) it has been stated that Allah
specifically questions the angels regarding the group
engaged in Allah’s zikr to indicate to and remind them of
their statement “Will You place in the earth such creation
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who will cause corruption therein and spill blood (of one
another), whereas we make Your Tasbih (proclaim your
purity) along with Your (hamd (praises) and glorify You.” It
is as if they are being told, “Look at the Tasbih and Taqdis
(glorification) (i.e. the different types of Zikr) which is
emanating from those humans inspite of the fact that their
desires and the whisperings of Shaytaan have been let
loose upon them! Look at how they have combated their
desires and Shaytaan and are now comparing with you in
Tasbih and Taqdis (i.e. Zikr).” It has also been stated that it
is understood from this Hadith that the Zikr done by
humans is far superior and nobler than the Zikr done by the
angels, since the Zikr of the humans is done inspite of; 1)
many responsibilities and duties 2) a host of obstacles and
distractions (for eg. the desire to sin, inclination towards
the world, Shaytaan, nafs (evil desires) etc.) 3) their Zikr
taking place in the condition that they have not seen the
ghaib (the unseen eg. Allah, Jannah, Jahannam), which is all
contrary to the condition of the angels (who have no
responsibilities except Zikr, who never encounter obstacles
or distractions and who have seen Allah, Jannah and
Jahannam). (Some Mashaayikh have thus explained that
after the angels realize the superiority and significance of
the Zikr of humans over their Zikr, the angels might rightly
wonder whether these people might be more deserving of
being called angels than themselves.)
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2) THE ONE MAKING ZIKR IS INVOLVED IN THE

GREATEST ACTION o
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Salmaan Faarsi (4) was asked, “What is the most virtuous
action?” He replied, “Don’t you recite the Quraan!” He then
recited the following verse ‘The Zikr of Allah is the greatest’
(Suratul-Ankaboot v.45) and stated, “There is nothing more

virtuous than the rememberance of Allah.”

3) ZIKR WILL PROTECT ONE FROM ALLAH’S
PUNISHMENT

Al olg) Al S e dl e r ) AT a3 See 5T fae bt b g ade il o A1 gy JB B @) e o Sles e

(sl Logbn plmg s ) 5 L) g Ushpe (STl 2nle oy (sl Sl 5 Loshe
Rasulullah (%) said, “There is no action that a person can
carry out more effective in saving him from the punishment
of Allah than the Zikr of Allah.”

Thus Zikr will save a person from every type of punishment,
whether it be punishment in this world, in the grave, on the
day of Qiyaamah or in Jahannam.

4) THE MEN OF ZIKR WILL BE HONOURED ON THE
DAY OF QIYAAMAH
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Rasulullah (%) said, “Allah will resurrect certain groups on
the day of Qiyaamah in such a condition that their faces will
be radiant with noor (light), sitting on pulpits of pearls.
Mankind will envy them, whereas they will neither be
Ambiyaa nor martyrs. They are those people from different
tribes and places who love one another for the sake of
Allah, they assemble at one place for the Zikr of Allah to
remember Him.” Rasulullah (#) also said, “There are seven
persons whom Allah will shade on the day of Qiyaamah
under His special shade (His Arsh (Grand Throne)), on the
day when there shall be no shade except His shade. (One of
them is) the person who makes Zikr of Allah in solitude, at
which tears flow from his eyes (out of love or fear of
Allah).”

5)THE MEN OF ZIKR WILL ENTER JANNAH HAPPILY
FROM A SPECIAL DOOR
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Abdullah ibn Abbaas (#) had stated, “Jannah has eight
doors: a door for those who perform salaah in abundance,

those who fast in abundance, those who perform Hajj in
abundance, those who perform Umrah in abundance,those
who regularly participate in Jihaad, a door for those who
make zikr in abundance and a door for those who make
Shukr (express gratitude to Allah) in abundance.” Abud
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Dardaa (#4) mentioned, “Those people whose tongues are
always moist (lovingly involved) with the zikr of Allah will
enter Jannah laughing and smiling.”

THE ONLY REGRET OF THE PEOPLE OF JANNAH:
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Rasulullah (%) had said, “The people of Jannah will not feel
remorse or grief over anything of this world except those
moments which passed by in which they did not make the
Zikr of Allah.”

The Muragabah (meditation) to be made

during Zikr: i.e. what should one think about when

remembering Allah by the phrases ‘&' ¥ 4 ¥ - LAA
ILAAHA ILLALLAH and ’4’-ALLAH

{There are many ash’aar (poems and couplets), the subject matter of
which is the love of Allah, which will greatly enhance the value of zikr if
learnt and recited while making zikr. Some such poems and couplets
have been collected and even translated in the booklet entitled
‘Thanaa-e-Hameed’. All are requested and recommended to aquire this
booklet, memorise these poems and couplets and recite it, thereby
adding flavour to one’s zikr)

When making Zikr, begin with salaat i.e. durood on Nabi (&)
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(once/thrice or more times). Recite the ayah '35 13856 {Suratul-

Bagarah v.152} (trans. Remember Me, | am remembering you},
pondering over the fact that Allah is remembering me and thinking of
me. Think of Allah's . (closeness) to oneself and imagine being in His

divine presence while saying 355 3+ 2-ds €, quoting to yourself this

statement of Allah (to Musa(¥#)) which means “I am aside the one
who is remembering me”
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Now begin zikr of >4 ¥1 41 ¥ (there is none worthy of

worship except Allah) (termed <Y1y 4d1)

1. Realize that Allah (¥) has been very kind to us by blessing

us with the taufig (ability) to remember Allah in the best way
possible,’d Y 1Y ST Las fou i sty st} (the best form of zikr
is the words ‘laa ilaaha illAllah’), such words which washes
away our sins and gets them wiped out from our book of
deeds and then substitutes them with good deeds {...}, such
an alchemy which transforms a Jahannami (dweller of hell)
into a Jannati (dweller of paradise), a Mabghoodh (one hated
in the sight of Allah) into a Mahboob (beloved) and a Naari
(one deserving of the fire of Jahannam) into a Noori (one
filled with divine radiance). Allah then gave us the taufeeq
(ability) to recite it easily, whereas it was difficult upon the
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nations of the past. {swiw cep & w sl a e Jg). Understand
that this taufiq (ability) granted by Allah to make this
greatest zikr is a sign of His great love for us. Ponder over
this for just a few zikr's of & V1 41 Y

2. Ponder that the doors of the heavens have been flung
open and that ’& Y1 41 ¥’ reaches the Arsh (throne) of Allah

(3

=) immediately as it leaves the lips (s, s.s). There is no

barrier to stop and prevent it from (reaching) Allah ().
Meditate that the kalimah (words) which | have recited has
reached the Arsh of Allah. A column of Noor (divine light)
from the Arsh is coming down into my heart through which |
am able to draw from the treasures of Allah which are all
stored under the Arsh. From that column or pipe-line, help
yourself and take from those treasures; the love of Allah, His
recognition, His closeness and His friendship. Then take for
oneself whatever one desires from the good of dunya and
akhirat (the world and the here-after). Continue this for a
good portion of your zikr.

3. Now think of the virtues of this zikr. For eg. Musa (sx&)
asked for a form of zikr and was given this kalimah. He
requested for a special form of zikr and was again given this
kalimah. On his third request, he was told that this kalimah
outweighs the 7 heavens and 7 earths (sw, «a). It is this

kalimah which is written on the Arsh of Allah and on the
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door of Jannah (st- .. =sw). A pillar of Noor (divine light) in
front of the Arsh begins shaking till the reciter of the kalimah
is forgiven and Allah states “I have forgiven him" (. 4 ).
Whoever recites it one hundred times daily, he will be raised
on the day of Qiyaamah with his face shining like the
fourteenth full moon (cus, ws stesy S50 Clag ws <y aiii). [t has been
mentioned that whoever recites this kalimah seventy
thousand times, he will be forgiven, as well as the person to
whom the reward of this recital is conveyed to.

(ot Jew pisi, mawi i) Ponder over this for a few zikrs.

4. Repeat this kalima with the intention that it should
become embedded deep within our hearts and minds, just as
one becoming a hafiz repeats his lesson so that it becomes
established in his memory. After death, that which had
entered the heart will be expressed by the tongue.

4. From the dua taught to us by Rasulullah (%)

TS sl JWl m3l W el () (O Allah, open the locks upon our
hearts through your zikr (remembrance)) (to be recited when one
hears the azaan), we learn that we have locks on our heart
behind which are great treasures i.e. the recognition of Allah,
etc. The master-key to open these locks is zikr. Reflect that
this kalimah is now unlocking the treasures hidden in my
heart.
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5. By ’& ¥ 4 ¥’, negate all & ,¢ (those besides Allah)

including oneself, realizing that all is useless and worthless,
including myself, and only Allah is great and in control of
everything. Understand that none of the creation can, by
themselves, really do anything. The only being who can grant
benefit or cause harm is Allah, since He is the true Doer of
everything.

Also ponder over this fact that there is no being worthy of
being loved except Allah, none whose wrath and displeasure
should be feared except Allah, there is nothing which is
everlasting and non-perishable besides Allah’s being, nor is
there any other magsood {objective and purpose} besides
Allah.

6. A lover’s translation of the kalima given by Moulana Shah
Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Sahib (:2) is"lsw £ 5 1 me G O S"

(who is there for me besides You).

7. When saying’4! ¥’ , imagine that you are vacuuming your

heart of some specific spiritual malady you are suffering
with, and when saying ’4 ¥V, you are filling your heart with
its opposite. For eg. vacum ostentation out from your heart

and fill it with sincerity, vacuum pride out and fill it with
humility etc.
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Make zikr of the great name of our Rabb

) ‘Allab’ () o)

Ayah: by ot S315° (Suratul-Muzzammil v.8)

1. Ponder over the value of this wonderful name of Allah
(%), that Qiyaamah will not occur as long as a single person
in the world is saying (i.e. making zikr of) Allah, Allah
(¢kis ). Understand from this that the whole world is in
operation and is being kept in existence by Allah on account
of those people who take this blessed name of Allah.

2. Meditate that one has two tongues, one tongue in the
mouth and a second tongue in the heart, as one says ‘Allah’
with the tongue of the face, visualize that one is also

chanting ‘Allah” with the tongue of one’s heart.

3. Think of the verse "ol 556 & (S ey

(Suratul-Mujaadalah v.22) (they are those in whose hearts
Allah has inscribed Imaan), now imagine that the name of
‘Allah’ is being inscribed onto one’s heart, with the gold ink
of Jannah.

4. Express one’s love for Allah (%) and desire for Allah’s love,

nearness and togetherness in one’s thoughts. Say to Allah,

Page | 14




“O Allah, | love You, | only desire to please You and to
achieve closeness to You, fill my heart with Your love,
manifest Yourself to my heart”.

5. All the creation of Allah (%) are engaged in His zikr
(remembrance). The sounds of animals (except the donkey),
the chirping of birds, the running of water etc. are all in
reality the zikr of Allah. Contemplate that everything around
you, every hair on your body, the walls, ceilings, plants etc.
around you are also chanting ‘Allah’ ‘Allah’ in unison with
you. (Regarding this muragabah, Haji Imdaadullah Sahib (x)
instructed Moulana Shah Abdul Ghani Phulpoori (&) in a
dream, “Make zikr of the name ‘Allah’ only a hundred times,
but do so by pulling at the end by saying ‘Allaaahh’, (named
madd-aaridh wagfi by the Qurra). At the same time, imagine
that ‘Allah’ is being uttered by your tongue, your heart and
every hair on your body. The benefit derived by this method
will be more than the benefit derived by saying Allah’s name
24000 times. Narrated by Moulana Shah Hakeem
Muhammad Akhtar Sahib (s2). {compiler})

(Most quotations from the books of Hadith were taken from
Fadhaailul A’maal of Hazrat Shaikhul-Hadith Maulana Muhammad
Zakariyya (&%).
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MURAAQABAH TO BE MADE FOR TASBEEH,
TAHMEED AND TAKBEER I.E THE RECITATION OF
SUBHAANALLAH (PURE AND UNBLEMISHED IS ALLAH),
ALHAMDULILLAH (ALL PRAISE IS DUE TO ALLAH),
ALLAHU AKBAR  (ALLAH IS THE GREATEST)

The meaning of SubhaanAllah
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It is a statement which Allah (%) loves, in which one declares
that; Allah is unblemished by and pure from all sorts of evil,

faults and weaknesses.

The meaning of Alhamdulillah

In this statement, one declares that; all types of praise
belong only and solely to Allah (4£).

Moulana Abdul Ghani Phulpuri (:) has given the following
explanation while explaining the words Alhamdulillah:
Logically, there are only four possible types of praises that
can be conferred from one to another;

1) Some creation of Allah praises the creation of Allah,
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whether it be itself or another. This applies to praising
humans, animals or non-living objects

2) Some creation of Allah praises Allah.

3) Allah praises a creation of His.

4) Allah praises himself.

All the above-mentioned types of praises, regardless of
which type it may be, ultimately belong to Allah, since any
perfection or praiseworthy quality which might found in a
person, animal or object is actually a gift and bestowal of
Allah in the first place. Thus, all types of praise do, in reality,
belong only to Him.

The meaning of Allahu Akbar

By this statement, one declares that true greatness can only
really be for Allah (%£). He, by Himself, is The Great. He is also
the Greatest, greater than all others besides Him who claim
greatness for themselves or are regarded as great by others.
In actual fact, all others, in comparison to Him, are small,

insignificant, irrelevant and base.

What should one think about when making zikr

(remembering Allah) by the above-mentioned phrases:

1) Moulana Rumi () has explained that, when reciting

Page | 17




SubhaanAllah, it is as if Allah (%) is saying to us, “I am, by
Myself, pure and unblemished, and did not become pure by
your saying and declaring so. However, by the blessings of
tasbih (declaring the purity of Allah), | will purify those who
recite it (from faults, weaknesses and sins, etc.).” Similarly,
by reciting Alhamdulillah, Allah (%
within us which will make us praiseworthy. By reciting Allahu

Akbar, Allah (%) will create within us such qualities which

) will create such qualities

will result in us seeming great, respectable and honourable
in the eyes of all.

Thus, these words are actually a three-in-one cleansing
agent. Just as scientists have developed a three-in-one
cleansing agent which scrubs, polishes and shines all at once,
Allah has, through Nabi (%), granted us this three-in-one
formula to cleanse our heart 1400 years ago.

2) Hajee Muhammad Faroug Sahib of Sakkar (s) had
mentioned, “If a person visits a certain country and sees a
beautiful plant, tree or flower, he may desire to take it home
and plant it in his garden. However, there are certain aspects
which are of concern to him. His first concern will be, ‘Will it
grow in his country?’ There are certain plants that grow in
one country, but not in another, since the climate doesn’t
allow growth. Secondly, will he be permitted to import it?
Certain countries have strict import regulations, due to
which many plants cannot be easily imported. Thirdly, will he
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be able to transport the plants in a suitable manner?
Fourthly, he will have to dig a hole according to
specifications and plant it, and then water it regularly. He will
have to monitor the plant for a few weeks, months or even
years. It should not perish by the frost in winter, and should
receive adequate water and sunshine during the year. He will
also have to be careful that children do not damage the plant
whilst playing, and that no car reverses over it. It is also
possible that the owner passes away before the plant grows
fully.

Rasulullah (#) once passed by Abu Hurairah (<) while he
was planting a tree. He (%) asked him what he was planting.
“A tree”, he replied. Thereupon Rasulullah () said, “Should |
not tell you of such trees which are far better than this one.
It is SubhaanAllah, Alhamdulillah, Laa ilaaha illAllah, and
Allahu Akbar; the recitation of each of these causes a tree to

be planted for you in  Jannah  (paradise).”
(CENY P TNV L PIPNEN PRSNENUEER EN PRt

Details of the tree: The tree will never die, nor will it ever
shed its leaves. The trunk will be made of gold (g i) Or
green emerald, the branches will be made of red gold and
the leaves used to make clothing for the people of Jannah.
The fruits will be the size of huge drums and buckets, being
whiter than milk, sweeter than honey, softer than cream and
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having no such seeds or pits on which one might choke
(e il-alie Loy e maia JB5 Wsise e o) 0o Sl @ yuudl), The fruit of this
tree will never be out of season (Surah Waagi’ah v.33). Its size can
be understood from the following narration: “Verily, there is
a tree in Jannah under which a rider will ride for one
hundred years, but he will be unable to cover the distance of
its shade.” (c,ad =aal) When the trees are so tall and their
branches so wide, it is obvious that the tree will not be
planted close to another tree. By just reading these words a
few times, we are, in actual fact, significantly increasing our
plot in Jannah on account of our trees being planted therein.
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MURAAQABAH TO BE MADE FOR RECITATION
OF LAA HAWLA WALAA QUWWATA ILLAA
BILLAH

The meaning of the above statement in the words of

Rasulullah (%)
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Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud (<) narrated that, once, while in the
company of Rasulullah (#), he uttered the words ‘Laa Hawla
walaa Quwwata llla Billah’. Rasulullah (%) enquired, “Do you
know what is the meaning and explanation (tafseer) of these
words?” He replied, “Allah and His Rasul know best.”
Rasulullah () explained,
&) dowans Y1 A dnzns 5 Jg= ¥ = “there is no ability (in anyone) to

abstain from disobeying Allah and sinning, except by the
protection of Allah.

4 Sam V) A islb e 348 Y9 - and there is no strength (in anyone)
to obey Allah, except with the help of Allah.”

Moulana Abdul Ghani Phulpoori (&) has explained that
although this statement is a jumlah-khabriyyah (a statement
informing us of a certain matter), contained in these words is
a jumlah-inshaaiyyah (in the form of a dua). We are
therefore actually begging Allah, ‘O Allah, | ask You to grant
me the ability to abstain from disobeying You and sinning by
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protecting me, and to grant me the strength to obey You by

helping me’. (adaall el & () s 5 bl dacany 358 5 Jad) cllindl ()
(Condensed from Ma’rifate llaahiyyah)

Why was the request to be protected from sins brought
first, followed by the request to become obedient?

Every sin results in the anger and wrath of Allah (%),
whereas the ability to do good is only by the mercy and
kindness of Allah () (which cannot be attained if Allah (%)
is displeased). The causes for the wrath of Allah will have to
be removed before his mercy can be acquired.
(4hex Gl o adie dune &43) (Condensed from Ma’rifate Ilaahiyyah)

What should one think about when remembering Allah (8%)
by the phrase v ¥ 8 Y5 J= ¥ LAA HAWLA WALAA

QUWWATA ILLAA BILLAH:
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1) Ponder over the following virtues of these words:

a) It is a treasure from the treasures of Jannah, from beneath
the Arsh (throne) of Allah, which is, in reality, the roof of
Jannah.

(Why has it been <called a treasure of Jannah?
It has been called a treasure of Jannah for one of the following reasons:
1) It is similar to a treasure, as it is extremely valuable and will acquire
for one many benefits- especially in Jannah, but was unknown to the
people, till Rasulullah (#) presented it to the ummah. 2) 1t will
change into the form of a treasure in Jannah and will belong to the
reciter. 3) It will accumulate for a person a treasure of wealth and
luxuries in Jannah. 4) It will acquire a treasure of great rewards in
Jannah for its reciter. 5) In these words, one has negated any ability
and strength stemming from his own being and has attributed all such
ability and strength to Allah’s (¥£) protection and help, and is thereby
seeking to attain this strength and ability from Allah (%) himself. He
has therefore attached himself to those everlasting mercies of Allah
(%) which will protect him from sin and help him to obey Allah (4£).
Those mercies have here been called a treasure from the treasures of
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Jannah. These mercies of Allah will result in good actions (Al-
Baagiyaatus Saalihaat) which never come to an end, the rewards and

fruits of which will remain with one in Jannah. (The first four reasons are
mentioned in Mirgaatul Mafaateeh of Mulla Ali Qari and quoted in Kashkole Ma’rifat,
and the last was mentioned by Moulana Abdul Ghani Phulpoori, as in Ma’rifate

Ilaahiyyah))

b) It is a cure from 99 diseases, the lightest one being hamm
(such grief, worry and depression which can melt a man-
Mirgaat).

c) Ibrahim (alaihis salaam) told Rasulullah (salla Allahu alaihi
wasallam) on the night of Mi’raaj to tell the Ummah that
they should increase their trees and plants in Jannah by
reciting these words.

2) Ponder over the fact that Allah (4
statement by announcing (to the angels-Fathul Baari), “My

) is replying to this

servant has submitted to me (i.e he has become obedient
and given up his stubborn nature, or he has become a
sincere slave by submitting to matters controlled by the true
Rabb (Allah)) and has become totally subservient to Me (to
the extent that he has turned his attention away from all
others)/ My servant has handed over (all the matters and
affairs of both the worlds to Me in totality) and has
submitted himself (to Me, worshipping Me sincerely).
(Mirgaat, commenting on a Hadith in Mishkat)
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This dua can also be recited thus: edasl Jalt dib Y1 3538 Y5 Js> ¥

LAA HAWLA WALAA QUWWATA ILLAA BILLAHIL ALIYYIL
AZEEM.

(This addition is found in a narration of Musnad Bazzaar and Al-Mu’jamus Sagheer, a
narration of Al-Mu’jamul Awsat and a narration of Abdur Razzaaq in his Musannaf)

Since these additional words are also proven, it would be
recommended to recite it as well. They mean ‘The Most
Lofty, The Greatest’. By repeating these names of Allah (%),
one realizes the lofty position and grandeur of Allah, and
realizes how low ((2) and contemptible-despicable (U#s) he
is. Once one realizes this, he has acquired abdiyat (true
servitude to Allah) and has humbled himself before Allah.
After realizing one’s own low and contemptible nature which
is fit to do no good, one is here asking Allah’s help through
these wonderful names of His to be protected from sin and

to be blessed with strength to carry out good actions.
(Condensed from Ma'rifate llaahiyyah pg.458)

Benefits of reciting these words according to the
Mashaayikh:

Shaykh Abul Hasan Shaazli (#) had quoted his Mashaayikh
who had explained: “There are no words as beneficial and
helpful as these words in submitting to Allah and in entering

the path of His fadhl (favours and grants).” (Mazaahire Haqq, as
guoted in Kashkole Ma'rifat)

Moulana Abdul Ghani Phulpoori (&): “For guidance
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(hidaayah) and self-reformation (islaah), reciting these words
in abundance is extremely beneficial and has an amazing
effect. If one reads it at least 500 times daily, Allah will grant
him the courage to abstain from sin and the strength to carry
out good actions. If this too is not possible, then at least
recite it 70 times. If due to your ibaadah, you become vain
and self-conceited, recite these words while pondering over
its meaning, by the blessings of which this Shaytaani trick of
pride and self-conceit will be uprooted.” (Ma’rifate llahiyyah
pg.457-461)

Moulana Shah Hakim Muhammad Akhtar (:) had said
“To become pious and give up sins, recite this seven times
after every salaah. Inshaa Allah (By the will of Allah), very
soon, one’s sins will begin falling away....When Allah
regularly informs the angels “My servant has submitted to
My obedience” (in reply to this kalimah), Allah will never give
the angels the chance to object to His declaration by asking
why the person is still committing sin. Allah will therefore
honour his declaration reforming and correcting that
particular servant of His. For this reason, many Masaayikh
would prescribe only the recital of this kalimah for their
mureedeen (disciples), by which they would acquire
connection with Allah.” (Condensed from Inaayaate Rabbani
pg.11-12)
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MURAAQABAH TO BE MADE FOR RECITATION
OF SALAAT (DUROOD) AND SALAAM ON
RASULULLAH (%)

The meaning of sending salaat (durood) upon Rasulullah %
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Salaat actually refers to special mercies of Allah (%) (rahmah

khaassah) which are personal and individual, not general.

When Allah (%

) sends salaat upon Rasulullah (&), it

comprises of the following aspects;

1)

2)
3)

4)

5)

Continuously showering down His mercy, blessings
and favours upon Rasulullah () till he is engulfed in it.
Praising Rasulullah (4) (before the angels).

Raf’uz zikr-raising the remembrance of Rasulullah ()
and spreading his honour amongst the creation. As a
result of this, when Allah (%) is remembered in any
facet of our life from birth to death, Rasulullah (&) is
remembered immediately thereafter. Another result
of this is that as the name of Allah (%) is raised and
called out at every moment of the day throughout the
world via the medium of azaan, so too is the name of

Rasulullah (%) raised and called out throughout the
world via the medium of azaan. (see note on next page)
Continuously elevating the status and rank of
Rasulullah () (till he will finally attain the rank of
Waseelah and Al-Magaamal Mahmood- he will
intercede on behalf of all creation for the reckoning to
begin, thus earning praises from all the creation of
Allah).

Continuously showing more love and affection to

Rasulullah () (which is a lover’s translation of salaat-
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given by Moulana Fadhlur Rahman Ganj
Muraadabaadi &)

The salaat of the angels, jinn and humans is to make dua to
Allah, asking Him to increase in showering the above-
mentioned salaat (special mercies) upon Rasulullah ().

Thus, sending one salaat will include making dua for
Rasulullah (%) for the special mercies mentioned above,
praising Rasulullah (%) and raising his remembrance and
honour, and will also be a form of appreciation and gratitude
for the great favours of his upon us.

The meaning of sending salaam upon Rasulullah (#):

Salaam is actually a greeting or salutation. However, it is
actually a form of dua for the one who it is addressed to. By
sending or conveying salaam to Rasulullah (#), we are
actually making the following dua for him:

May you be kept by Allah in salaamah-safe from all defects,
harms, difficulties and calamities. Thus, sending salaam upon
Rasulullah (£) will entail sending greetings and salutations to
him, in which one makes the above dua for him.

Note: One aspect of salaat on Nabi () is that his rememberance is
raised and proclaimed throughout the world, alongside the name of
Allah, which echoes around the globe at every moment of the day
through the medium of azaan.

Have a look at a map of the world and you will find Indonesia (an
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Islamic country) right on the eastern side of the earth’s central
landmass. Indonesia consists of numerous small islands, the principle
ones amongst them being Java, Sumatra, Borneo and Sulawesi, all of
which are well known. It is one of the largest countries in the world,
with over 180 million inhabitants. The number of non-muslims here is
negligible.

As soon as dawn breaks on the eastern side of Sulawesi, at
approximately 5:30 am local time, Fajr Azaan begins. Thousands of
Mu’azzins in eastern Indonesia commence proclaiming the Tawheed
(oneness) of Almighty Allah and Risaalat (messengership) of our Nabi
Muhammad (#z).

The process then continues and advances towards the Western Islands
of Indonesia. The time difference between the eastern and western
islands of Indonesia is one and a half hours. Hence, one and a half
hours after the Azaan has been completed in Sulawesi, it echoes in
Jakarta on Java island. Sumatra then follows suit and before this
auspicious process of calling the Azaan ends in Indonesia, it has already
begun in Malaysia. Burma is next in line, and within an hour of its
commencement in Jakarta, it reaches Dacca, the capital city of
Bangladesh. No sooner the calling of Azaan ends in Bangladesh, it has
already prevailed in western India, from Calcutta to Srinagar. It then
advances towards Bombay and the environment of entire India
resounds with this august proclamation. Srinagar and Sialkot (a city in
north Pakistan) have the same timing for Azaan. The time difference
between Sialkot, Kota, Karachi and Gowadar (a city in Baluchistan, a
province of Pakistan) is forty minutes, and within this time,
Fajr Azaan is heard throughout Pakistan. Before it ends there, however,
it has already begun in Afghanistan and Muscat. The time difference
between Muscat and Baghdad is one hour. Azaan resounds during this
one hour in the environments of Hijaaz-Mugaddas (the Holy cities of
Makkah and Madinah), Yemen, United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Iraq.
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The time difference between Baghdad and Alexandria in Egypt is again
one hour. Azaan continues to resound in Syria, Egypt, Somalia and
Sudan (as well as South Africa) during this hour. Alexandria and
Istanbul are situated on the same geographical longitude. The time
difference between eastern and western Turkey is one and a half
hours, and during this time, the azaan echoes throughout the country.
Alexandria and Tripoli (capital of Libya) are located at an hour’s
difference from one another. The process of calling Azaan thus
continues throughout the whole of Africa. Therefore, the proclamation
of the Oneness of Allah and the Messengership of our Nabi
Muhammad (%) that had begun in the eastern islands of Indonesia
reaches the Eastern Shore of the Atlantic ocean after nine and a half
hours.

Prior to the Azaan reaching the shores of the Atlantic, the process of
Zuhr Azaan has already commenced in eastern Indonesia, and before it
reaches Dacca, Asr Azaan has started. This has hardly reached Jakarta
one and half hours later, and the time of Maghrib becomes due, and no
sooner has Maghrib time reached Sumatra, than the time for calling
Isha Azaan has commenced in Sulawesi! When the Muazzins of
Indonesia are calling out Fajr Azaan, the Muazzins in Africa are calling
out the Azaan for Isha.

If we were to ponder over this phenomenon seriously and studiously,
we would conclude the amazing fact that:'There is not a single
moment when thousands, if not hundreds of thousands, of Muazzins
around the world are not proclaiming the Oneness of Almighty Allah
and the Messengership of our beloved Nabi (4£) on the surface of this
earth!" (Translated and condensed from Tameer-e-Hayaat)
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What should one think about when sending
SALAAT (DUROOD) AND SALAAM ON RASULULLAH (%)

1) Ponder over the meanings of salaat and salaam as
explained above.

2) Meditate that Allah’s (%) salaat-special mercies are
pouring down in the form of a waterfall upon Rasulullah ()
in his blessed grave, cascading down upon him more than all
the waterfalls of the world put together. By reciting salaat,
we are asking Allah (%) to increase some drops in that
magnificent waterfall. The splashes of this waterfall reach all
those who are reciting salaat and salaam upon Rasulullah
(#2), whether they be nearby his grave or far away, and
drenches their hearts and souls with Allah’s special mercies.

3) Imagine yourself in the presence of Rasulullah (%) in
Madinah Munawwarah near his blessed grave. As you recite
salaat and salaam upon him, believe firmly in your heart and
visualize that it is being conveyed to him by an angel, your
name and that of your father is being mentioned before him
and he is replying to you.

4) Ponder over the virtues of salaat and salaam. For every
salaat (durud) one recites with ikhlaas, Allah (%) sends ten
salawaat (special mercies) upon him, raises his status (in the
hereafter) by ten ranks, records ten righteous deeds in his
favour and wipes away ten of his sins. (s il sy The
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angels also send ten salawaat upon him (by making dua that
he receives the special mercies of Allah)

(i) (& pamy Vg G5 285 DU sl edies 5 () yilall)

Therefore, for every single salaat, a person will earn at least
5000% profit, without even considering all the other benefits
and advantages. Apart from the above, one will acquire
proximity to Rasulullah (#) on the day of Qiyaamah by
reciting salaat in abundance. (sx)

For every salaam one recites, Allah (%) sends down ten
salaam (forms of peace, safety and security from all defects,
harms, difficulties and calamities) upon him (.5 ey and

Rasulullah () personally replies to it (sais25s ).

Page | 33




ZIKR OF THE LOVERS OF ALLAH
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Rasulullah (¥) once said,” The Mufarridoon (lit. the lone
riders) have gone far ahead and surpassed the rest.” “Who
are the Mufarridoon, O Messenger of Allah,” the Sahaabah
enquired. Rasulullah (%) replied,” Those who are infatuated
and madly in love with the Zikr (rememberance) of Allah.
(This could also be translated as ‘Those who are overtaken
by the love of Allah while engaged in His Zikr’) Zikr removes
their heavy loads (of sins and worries) from them, due to
which they will appear on the Day of Qiyaamah free from
any weight or load.”

The Mashaayikh have, on the basis of such Ahaadith,
prescribed various methods and etiquettes of Zikr which
would facilitate making Zikr with love and would increase
one’s concentration during Zikr, due to which maximum
benefit could be attained. If Zikr is made with true love and
proper concentration, this Zikr would very soon lead one to
the stage of lhsaan, wherein one will live his life with such

awareness that Allah (%) is watching him that it would be as
if he could see Allah (¥

of the above-mentioned Mufarridoon who will surpass all

). Through such Zikr, he will become

others and become one of the true lovers of Allah. These
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methods and etiquettes are prescribed to assist and aid one
to achieve his goal, and are not objectives in themselves.

They are, so to say, all permissible forms of treatment and
medication for our spiritual and mental weakness which
hampers us in benefitting fully from Zikr. The above
muraaqabahs (meditations) is one example of this. Another
is to imitate the method of the lovers of Allah who are
infatuated by His Zikr. (In this aspect, different methods have
been prescribed by various Mashaayikh)

Our Shaykh, Hadhrat Maulana Abdul Hamid Sahib (daamat
barakaatuhu), as well as many other Mashaayikh, have
prescribed that one should, while making Zikr, especially of
‘Laa ilaaha illAllah’, calmly sway slightly to the right and then
to the left, moving the head and chest simultaneously. This
method may be also supported by the following statement
of Ali («&):
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“By Allah, | had seen the Sahaabah (companions) of
Rasulullah (#) and do not see the likes of any of them
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today. In the mornings, their faces would be pale, their hair
disheveled and their bodies covered in dust. Between their
eyes were the marks of prostration which resembled the
knees of goats. They spent their nights for the sake of Allah
in Sajdah (prostration) and standing (in Salaah), reciting the
book of Allah (the Quraan) and attaining comfort by
sometimes prostrating and sometimes standing. When the
morning would dawn and they would engage in Zikr
(rememberance of Allah), their bodies would sway as the
trees sway on a windy day and their eyes would shed tears
until their clothing became wet. By Allah, it seems as if all
the people are now spending their nights in total
negligence (when compared to the Sahaabah).”

May Allah grant us Thsaan (Allah—consciousness) and bless us with

His love. Aameen.
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