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FORWARD
Besides being a verse of the “Surah of the Ant” in the holy Quran Sharif,
Bismillah is an important verse of the Quran Sharif. It is used to differentiate
the various Surahs (chapters) of Quran from one another. Bismillah has been
written before 113 Surahs. Keeping its importance in view, many virtues have
been narrated in Ahadith and learned scholars have tried to gather these.
Our sincere friend Maulana Munawwar Hoosein Saheb Surtee, Khateeb of
Masjid Balham, London, has published a book in Gujerati on the virtues of
Bismillah. It was his hearty desire that it should also be translated into Urdu,
for the benefit of Urdu readers. While he was still concerned about this and he
had mentioned it to some people, I met him and he told me about it and I
thought it my honour to take part in this work and started translating this
work. In a very short time I completed it, Falhamdulillah. I hope the people
will benefit from it. May Allah accept it and may the people benefit from it.
Insha-Allah.
Was-Salaam
Mohammed Ayoob Afi Anh
Khaadim Majlis Da’watul Haq U.K.
Editor monthly “An-Noor”
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EXTRACT FROM A BAYAAN GIVEN BY HADRAT MOULANA ABDUL HAMID DB
When Adam  was in Jannat, everything was ready found for him. He did
not have to do anything. However when he came to the dunya, he had to do
everything for himself. In order to make one roti, he needed three hundred
and sixty things.
He said,

“Bari Ta’aala things are so hard and difficult here.”

Allah said,
“Just read Bismillah and everything will become easy.”
We, the Ummat of Nabi  have been given together, with Bismillah ArRahmaan and Ar-Raheem as well. What a great gift! But alas! We are very
negligent and weak in reciting Bismillah and making the zikr of Allah . By
reciting Bismillah, Allah ’s great help comes and work becomes so easy. It is
a key to all goodness.
In Tafseer-e-Burhaan it is written that when a person reads Bismillahir
Rahmaanir Raheem five thousand palaces are built for him in Jannat, each
palace has seventy chambers, each chamber has seventy thrones, each throne
has seventy carpets and each carpet has a Hur-ul-Ain sitting on it!
The Sahabah  inquired,
“Is there any condition attached to it?”
Nabi  said ,
“Read it with concentration and devotion.”
Tafsier-e-Burhaan consist of sahih (authentic) and weak narrations.
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A BAYAAN BY HAKIMUL ISLAM, HADRAT MAULANA QARI MOHAMMED
TAYYIB  OF DARUL ULOOM DEOBAND
The Shariat of Islam has said,
“Begin all your important work with Bismillah.”
As stated in the Hadith in various words some have understood it to mean that
everything should be started with “Zikrullah.” Whether it is Bismillah or any
other form of Zikr as long as it is started with the name of Allah , there will
be blessings in it but according to other narrations it is clearly stated about
Bismillah. Therefore it would be best to read Bismillah. The point here is that
any important task in a person’s life should not be done without Bismillah.
The Shariat has shown us various ways. For example, it is stated in the Hadith,
“When Bismillah is recited before any meal and Alhumdulillahi Hamdan Katheera is
read at the end, then all previous sins will be forgiven, even if they are major sins.”
Forgiveness is promised. To understand the virtues of Bismillah this one
hadith will be sufficient.
When beginning to eat, dressing or doing any other task, the rule of Shariat is
that one should begin with Bismillah. Besides this there are many Duaas
mentioned in the Ahadith which we are encouraged to read. For example
when a person leaves his home he is commanded to read,

ِبِس ِم ٰاللِ اٰمنَّا ع ٰلى ٰاللِ وَكََّ ْلنا َ ا وكَ لَ ا وّ َّكَ اَِّ ا ِاال
َ َْ َ َ ّ َ َ ّ ْ
ِ
ِ اَل ٰلّه َّم إِِن َعكذّ بِك ِمن َّ ِل عمل يّْ ِزي ِن لَعكذّ بِك ِمن َّ ِل
ّك ِم ْن َّ ِّل ََمل يّْل ِهْي ِ ْن َلَعّ ْكذ
َ ِصاوب يّْرديِْن َلَ ّع ْكذّ ب
َ ّ ْ َ ّْ َ ْ ْ َ َ ّ ْ َ ّْ ّ ّ
ِ
ِ ِب
.ك ِم ْن َّ ِّل ِغ ًن يّطْغِْي ِ ْن
َ ِك م ْن َّ ِّل فَ ْقر يّْنسْي ِ ْن َلَ ّع ْكذّ ب
َ
So, if Bismillah has been commanded to be read when leaving the home, then
for other tasks and chores which are more important, it will be necessary to
read Bismillah upon beginning them otherwise there will be no blessing in
that work.
A question arises that many people do not read Bismillah but their tasks get
fulfilled. This should be understood that one is, the accomplishment of
worldly chores, this is not dependant on Bismillah and one is, the blessings of
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the hereafter. So by Allah  its acceptance and attaining reward can never be
without Bismillah.
In Shariat the first object is to work for the hereafter and the worldly affairs
are subject to it. Therefore if worldly tasks are accomplished without
Bismillah then it is not necessary that these will be accepted in the hereafter
and that one will be rewarded. There are certain practical actions which if
done without Bismillah, then Shariat has stipulated results for it but, this does
not necessarily mean that these actions will become worthy of reward.
For example, if a person performed Wudhu without making a Niyyat (an
intention) yet it will be called the “key to Salaat” and Salaat will be made but
he will deprived of the goodness and blessings which Shariat has promised for
the action of Wudhu.
One is, any worldly work becomes a key and is done and one is, the acceptance
of it by Allah. Shariats object is, to be accepted by Allah . One may seem
successful in this world but in the hereafter there will be no success without
Bismillah. It is stated that a task without Bismillah is devoid of blessings and
not devoid of results.
Like a Wudhu or a Ghusl-e-Janaabat without intention may become a key to
Namaaz. This is a worldly reward set out by Allah  but the reward for
Wudhu and Ghusl will not be attained because for this intention is a condition.
Therefore we should not be deceived that without Bismillah the task was
accomplished. It will be accomplished from a worldly point of view but in the
hereafter there will not be any rewards.

THE VIRTUES OF BISMILLAH
Some Ulama say that the contents of the whole Quran are condensed in Surah
Fateha and that which is in Surah Fateha is found in Bismillah. Meaning
Bismillah has taken the whole Quran within itself.
It comes in a Hadith narrated by Hadrat Jaabir,
“When Bismillah was revealed, the clouds moved towards the east, the winds stopped,
the ocean stood still, the animals started hearing it, fire was rained upon shaytaan and
Allah took an oath upon His Honour and said,
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“Whoever recites Bismillah on whichever thing, there will be blessings in it.”
(Durre Manthoor, Tafseer Ibn Katheer)

In a Hadith narrated by Hadrat Umar ,
“No doubt when Jibraeel  used to come with revelation to Nabi , then he used to
begin by saying Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem.”
(Durre Manthoor)

In Bismillah there are three names of Allah . The name, “Allah” which is
Allah ’s personal name and “Rahmaan and Raheem” are the names of Allah
’s qualities.
1. The name “Allah” proves the accumulation or beginning of all work.
2. The name “Rahmaan” proves the establishment of this work.
3. The name “Raheem” proves that benefit will be attained from this work.
From this we learn that “Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem” is the seal of Allah
upon all our work. Whichever task we are fulfilling will be full of blessings
from the beginning to the end through the Barkat of “Bismillah.” Whenever
Rasulullah began any task, he would recite Bismillah first and he said,
“The work that is begun without Bismillah will remain incomplete.”
Meaning there will be no goodness and blessings in it.
It is stated in a Hadith,
“When closing the house door or when extinguishing the light, before eating or
drinking, before embarking or alighting a conveyance, one must recite Bismillah.”
Reciting Bismillah has been stressed abundantly in Ahadith. ( Ma’ariful Quran)
Bismillah is such a blessed Dua that it even turns sand into gold.

THE BEAUTY OF ISLAM
Islam is the best and easiest Shariat. In Islam there is less effort and more
rewards, less actions and more rewards. Islam has shown us such an
invaluable and beautiful prescription, through which worldly tasks become
religious. Although a person is busy with worldly tasks, he will be counted
amongst one making Ibaadat.
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Rasulullah has shown us many small but beneficial Duaas which if one reads
them all worldly work will not be hindered nor will it get spoilt and one will
gain much benefit from it. Therefore we are advised to read Bismillah when
beginning all our work so that the direction of a Muslims life will be directed
towards Allah. In this way a Muslim will prove his faithfulness to Allah at
every moment saying,
“With this action every big or small work I need to fulfil cannot be completed without
the help and command of Allah.”
In this manner every person’s worldly affairs, his dealings, etc. becomes an
Ibaadat, by the blessings of Bismillah. In this way he also goes far from
shaytaan and attains closeness to Rahmaan. Besides this, Rasulullah has
shown us many virtues of Bismillah. If we do not benefit from these then there
can be no other person more deprived than us.
Hadrat Abdullah bin Abbas  narrates, Rasulullah  said,
“People are neglectful and unaware of an Ayat of the Quran, which was revealed upon
no one besides me and Sulaymaan bin Dawood , and that is Bismillahir Rahmaanir
Raheem.”
(Durre Manthoor, vol 1-page20)

THE NAMES OF ALLAHCONTAINED IN BISMILLAH
Allamah Sayyid Ismail Haqqi says,
“Allah has three thousand names, one thousand names Allah has shown the
Malaa’ikah, one thousand names were shown to the Ambiyaa , three hundred
names were revealed in the Torah, three hundred were revealed in the Zaboor, three
hundred were revealed in the Injeel, ninety nine names are revealed in Quran Sharif
and one name Allah has preserved by Himself and He has not revealed it to anyone.
Then Allah incorporated all His names in the three words of Bismillahir Rahmaanir
Raheem.”
Namely, ALLAH, RAHMAAN and RAHEEM. So the one who recites Bismillah has
remembered Allah three thousand times.
(Tafseer Ruhul Bayaan)
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TEACHING CHILDREN BISMILLAH- A MEANS OF FORGIVENESS FOR PARENTS
Hadrat Ibn Abbas  narrates,
“As soon as an Ustaad teaches a child Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem, then a
certificate for freedom from Jahannam is written for, the Ustaad, the child and his
parents.”

AN INCIDENT OF FORGIVENESS
There is a famous incident of Hadrat Eesa ,
Once Nabi Eesa  was passing a grave and he saw the inmate of the grave was being
punished. After a few days he passed that way again and found that the punishment
had been lifted from the inmate of the grave and he was in peace. He enquired from
Allah  thus,
“O Generous Master, through which action of this servant did you remove his
punishment?”
Allah  replied,
“O Eesa, at the time of his death he had a child. When this child grew up, his mother
took him to Madresah and he recited Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem in the presence of
the Ustaad. It is against My status that the child calls Rahmaan and Raheem in this
world and I should punish his father. That is why I have lifted his punishment.”
(Virtues of Bismillah page15)

BISMILLAH A MEANS OF SAFETY FROM JAHANNAM
Ibne Masood  narrates,
“The whole of Bismillahir Rahmaahir Raheem has nineteen letters and the angels of
Jahannam are nineteen. One who recites Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem will be saved
from the nineteen angels of Jahnnam on the day of Qiyaamah.”
In a Hadith-e-Qudsi, Rasulullah  said,
“Hadrat Jibraeel  takes an oath and relates this Hadith and says that Hadrat
Mikaeel  and Hadrat Israfeel  took an oath and said that Allah  has said,
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“I take an oath by My Honour, Glory and Grandeur and say that the one who reads
Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem, joining it with Surah Fateha once, then you be the
witness that I will not burn his tongue and I will save him from the punishment of the
grave, Jahannam and the Day of Qiyaamah.”
(Ruhul Bayaan)

Sheikh Akbar has written the same thing in his Kitaab Futuhat that when one
reads Surah Fateha, then one should read it with Bismillah in one breath.
(Virtues of Bismillah page15)

BENEFIT OF BISMILLAH BEFORE WUDHU
Rasulullah said,
“One who does not read Bismillah before Wudhu, his Wudhu will not be perfect, and (It
will be incomplete).
(Tirmizi)

Hadrat Abu Hurairah  said,
“One who does not read Bismillah before Wudhu, then only the limbs which are washed
in Wudhu, their sins will be forgiven but if Bismillah is recited before commencing
Wudhu then the sins of the whole body will be forgiven.”
(Mishkaat)

THE COMMAND TO READ BISMILLAH BEFORE MEALS
Hadrat Umar bin Abi Salmah  narrates,
“Rasulullah told me to read Bismillah and begin eating with my right hand and from
that which is in front of me.”
(Bukhaari, Muslim, Tirmizi)

If one recites Bismillah then blessings in the food is increased.
Hadrat Ayesha  narrates,
“Rasulullah  was having meals with the Sahaba , just then a villager came and ate
all the food in two morsels.”
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He ()said,
“If this person had recited Bismillah before eating, this meal would have been sufficient
for everybody.”
He () said,
“No doubt when Bismillah is not read then shaytaan joins in the meal. If one forgets to
read Bismillah in the beginning and remembers during the meal he should recite
“Bismillah Awwalahu Wa Aakhirahu” then all the food will come out of the stomach of
shaytaan.”
(Abu Dawood, Hujjatullahil Baaligah Page185)

This means there will be blessings in the food again.
Once a person said to Rasulullah ,
“I eat but I do not get satisfied.”
Rasulullah replied,
“Perhaps you do not read Bismillah before you eat.”
The person said,
“No, I do not read Bismillah.”
Rasulullah said,
“This is the reason that your stomach does not get full.”
Hadrat Huzaifah  says,
“We were with Rasulullah  and a tray of food was brought. He kept his hands away
from the food, so we also did not stretch our hands. We should not stretch our hands to
the food until Rasulullah would begin eating. A villager came and it seemed as
though someone was pushing him and bringing him towards the food. He put his hand
in the food and Rasulullah held his hand. Then a girl came in the same manner and
Nabi held her hand and said,
“Shaytaan makes people’s food halal for himself when Bismillah is not read on it. When
shaytaan saw we abstained from putting our hands in the food. He brought these
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people so he could make the food halal for himself but by the oath of that Being besides
whom there is no deity, shaytaan’s hand is in my hand with the hand of this girl.”

WHEN REMOVING ONE’S GARMENT
Hadrat Anas narrates,
“When a person removes his clothes to relieve himself, to bathe or for relationship with
one’s spouse, then shaytaan (Jinn) interferes with his private parts but if he removes
his garment with Bismillah, then whether it is a male or female it will be an
intervention and protection for a person from shaytaan.”
(Tirmizi)

There is a Dua written in the Kitaab “Amal-alayl wal Yowm” the Dua is,

بِ ْس ِم ٰاللِ الَّ ِذ ْي  اَ اِٰلهَ اِ اَّ ّه َك
“Bismillahillazi La-Illaha Illahu.”

READ BISMILLAH WHEN LEAVING AND ENTERING ONE’S HOME
It is stated in a Hadith,
“If one reads,

ِ ل ا وكَ ل ا وّ َّكَ إ اَّ االل، ِبِس ِم لِ وَكََّ ْلت علَى ل
َ ّ َ
َ َ َ
Bismillahi Tawakkalto Alallah La Hauwla Walaa Quwwata Illah Billah
at the time of leaving one’s home, then it is announced from Allah’s side,
“I have protected you and you are saved from your enemy shaytaan.”
(Tirmizi)

By reading this shaytaan separates from a person.
Hadrat Jaabir  narrates,
“When a person enters his home reciting Bismillah and he eats reciting Bismillah, then
shaytaan says to his companions,
“Let us leave for there is no place to sleep nor eat here.”
But when a person does not read Bismillah then shaytaan tells his companions,
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“We will get food and shelter here.”
(Muslim, Abu Dawood)

PROTECTION FOR A NEW-BORN BABY
Imaam Bukhaari  narrates from Hadrat Abdullah Bin Abbas ,
“When a person reads this Dua at the time of relationships with one’s spouse,

ِ ِّ اَللَّ ّه َّم َجنِّْب نَا اَلشَّْيطَا َن ل َجن. ِبِس ِم اَ َّلل
ب الشَّْيطَا َن َما َرَزْو تَ نَا
ْ
َ
If a baby is conceived then shaytaan will never be able to harm it when it is born.”
(Bukhaari)

RECITE BISMILLAH BEFORE COMMENCING DUA
Rasulullah said,
“If Bismillah is read before commencing a Dua then that Dua will never be rejected.”
(Ghuniat Utalibeen)

Hadrat Usmaan Bin Abil Aas  once complained about some pain in his body
to Rasulullah , he () told him to place his hand on the affected area and
recite,
“Bismillah three times and then he should read this Dua seven times,

ِ
ِ
ِِ
ِِ َ
َو ِاذ ّر
ّ
َ َعكذّ بعَّزِ ل َلوّ ْد َروه َعلَى َّ ِّل َش ْيء م ْن َشِّر َما ََج ّد َل
He did as he was told and the pain went away forever. Hadrat Ali  and
Hadrat Uthmaan  said that Bismillah is a cure for every illness and pain.
(Virtues of Bismillah page10)

READ WHEN EMBARKING ON A SHIP
Ibn Alsunni  narrated from Hadrat Hussein Bin Ali  that, Rasulullah
said,
“My Ummat will be saved from drowning if they read this Dua,

ِ َّ بِس ِم ٰالل ََْم ِرها لمر ٰسها اِ َّن ِرّب لَغَ ّفكر
ِالل َو َّق وَ ْد ِره
َ ّْ َ َ ّ ْ
َّٰ الروْي ّم َلَما وَ َد ّر
ّ ْ ّْ
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Bismillahi Majreha wa Mursaaha, Inna Rabbi La-Ghafoorur-Raheem, Wamaa
Qadarullaha Haqqa Qudrihi.”

BENEFITS OF BISMILLAH TO SIMPLIFY VARIOUS TASKS
Hadrat Ali  says,
“The Dua to simplify every difficult task is Bismillah and Bismillah is the remover of
every sorrow and grief and it pleases the heart.”
(Virtues of Bismillah page23)

To achieve success in one’s goals, one should recite Bismillah seven hundred
and eighty six times for seven days. Then one should make Dua for his object,
Allah  will surely fulfil it.
(Qurani Ilaaj page23)

The one who recites Bismillah one hundred and thirteen times on the first day
of Muharram and keeps it on himself, then he will be saved from all types of
calamities.
(Qurani Ilaaj page24)

A Buzrug says that whoever writes Bismillah sixty five times and keeps it by
himself, Allah will bestow him with favour, honour and no one will harm
him (by the command of Allah ). And the same will apply when one writes it
six hundred times.
(Tafseer Mauzahul Quran)

In order to increase one’s memory then one should recite Bismillah seven
hundred and eighty six times and blow on water. Then one should drink this
water at sunset, the memory will increase Insha-Allah.
If one wants love to increase then he should recite Bismillah seven hundred
and eighty six times, blow on water and drink it. Love will increase in the
heart for someone.
(Note. If this is done with a wrong intention, there is fear of punishment.)
If a person writes Bismillah sixty one times and keeps it on a woman whose
children do not remain alive, then Insha-Allah her children will remain alive.
(Qurani Ilaaj)
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If one requires protection of one’s fields then he should write Bismillah one
hundred and one times and bury it in the fields. It will remain protected from
all calamities and there will be blessings in it.
The Taweez of Bismillah is very beneficial for all types of fever, poverty, debts,
problems, etc. one should write Bismillah and fasten it around the neck or on
the right hand or wear it on one’s Topi.
Shah Abdul Aziz Saheb Muhaddith Dehlawi  has written in Tafseer Azeezi
and Hadrat Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi has written in his A’amaale Qur’aani
that recite Bismillah twelve thousand times in such a way that after every one
thousand recitations one should perform two Rakaats of Namaaz and make
Dua for any wish to be fulfilled, thus completing the twelve thousand. InshaAllah the wish will be fulfilled.
May Allah give us Tawfeeq to attain the blessings of Bismillah.
(Dars Qurani)

INCIDENTS REGARDING THE BLESSINGS OF BISMILLAH
THE STORY OF BISHR HAAFI 
He once found a piece of paper on the ground on which was written Bismillah.
He picked it up with utmost respect. He had only two dirhams with him. He
purchased some Itr with it and rubbed it on the paper and put it away safely.
On this action he saw Allah in his dream. Allah said to him,
“O Bishr Haafi! Just as you have honoured My name, so will I brighten your name, in
this world and in the hereafter.”

THE STORY OF ABU MUSLIM KHOLANI 
He had a slave girl who used to poison his food. He would eat it and not get
affected by the poison. Many days passed this way.
She then told him,
“I am poisoning your food for so many days but why is it not affecting you in any
way?”
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Abu Muslim asked her,
“Why do you wish to poison me?”
She replied,
“You are growing old and I wish to free myself from you.”
He replied,
“The reason why the poison had no effect was, because I recite Bismillah on whatever I
eat or drink.”
He then freed the slave girl so that she could marry whoever she wanted to.
(Qalyoobi page53)

A STORY OF THE FORGIVENESS OF A JUDGE
A judge passed away and his wife was still pregnant. She gave birth and when
the child grew up she took him to Madresah. The child was taught Bismillah
by the Ustaad. As soon as the child read Bismillah, Allah lifted the
punishment from the father and told Jibraeel 
“That it is against the spirit of His Mercy that the child reads Bismillah and remembers
Him and He should continue to punish his father.”
It is true that Bismillah has many great blessings.
(Hikayate Qalyoobi page38)

THE STORY OF A JEW’S DAUGHTER
It is written in Malaate Soofia, that a pious person was lecturing about the
virtues of Bismillah. A Jewish girl was also listening to the lecture. It affected
her so much she embraced Islam.
She started all her work with Bismillah. Her father came to know of her
acceptance of Islam, so he threatened her to leave Islam but she was steadfast.
Her father was the vizier of the king. He thought if all the people came to
know of this, he would be embarrassed and devised a plan to destroy his
daughter.
He gave her a very valuable ring and asked her to keep it safe. As was her
habit she recited Bismillah and put it in her pocket. At night while she was
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asleep her father took the ring from her pocket and threw it in the river very
angrily, so that in the morning when he asks her for it, she will not be able to
find it, then he will kill her.
Look at Allah ’s power, the next morning, a fisherman brought a fish for the
vizier as a gift. He gave it to his daughter to clean it and cook it. The girl said,
“Bismillah.” and cut it. To her surprise the ring came out from the stomach of
the fish. She put her hand in her pocket to look for the ring her father gave
her and it was not in her pocket.
She was confused and wondered how the ring got into the stomach of the fish.
She immediately read Bismillah and put it back into her pocket and prepared
the fish for her father. After meals, her father asked her for the ring. She read
Bismillah and removed it from her pocket and gave it to him.
He was very surprised that she still had the ring, so he asked her about it. She
related the whole incident to him. She thanked Allah that through the
blessings of Bismillah He honoured her.
The father on hearing all this embraced Islam.

THE STORY OF THE KING OF ROME
The king of Rome wrote to Hadrat Umar  about a continuous headache,
which would not leave him. He requested some medication from Hadrat Umar
. Hadrat Umar  sent him a Topi and told him that he should wear it and
his headache will go away.
Whenever the king would wear it his headache would go away. When he
removed the Topi his headache would come back. He was surprised at this.
When he inspected the Topi he found Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem written
on it.
(Tafseer Mauzahul Quran)

THE STORY OF HADRAT KHALID 
Hadrat Khalid Bin Walid surrounded a kuffar army. They told him,
“Your belief is that Islam is a true religion, then show us some sign by which we may
accept Islam.”
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Hadrat Khalid  asked for a bowl of poison. He recited, “Bismillah,” and
drank it. It did not affect him. The whole army embraced Islam and said,
“Surely Islam is a true religion.”

QUESTION REGARDING 786
Question:
Nowadays people write 786 in place of Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem in their letters.
Can these figures be a replacement of Bismillah and should they be honoured just as
Bismillah is honoured?
Answer by Hadrat Maulana Mufti Ismail Saheb Wariwala – Mufti of Jaameaa
Hussainiya – Rander Surat India:
There is great importance stressed in Ahadith, to begin every action big or small with
Bismillah. We also learn from Quran Sharif that to begin all actions with Bismillah was
the Sunnah of all the Ambiyaa . When Hadrat Sulaiman  wrote a letter to the
queen of Sabaa, he wrote Bismillah in the beginning of it as is stated in the Quran
Sharif,

الرويم
ٰ الر
َّ حن
َّ انه من سليمان لانه بسم ل
When he wrote letters to the various kings he would begin with Bismillah. There is a
famous Hadith which states,
“Any work which is begun without Bismillah will be incomplete and void of blessings.”
In another Hadith it is stated,
“Begin your letter writing with Bismillah.”
(Ghuniyatu Talebeen)

Therefore it is Sunnat to write Bismillah at the beginning of a letter.
If one writes 786 the virtue of writing Bismillah will not be obtained. However the letter
that contains the actual letters of Bismillah, is thrown around and shown disrespect,
then the one who wrote it will be a sinner. Thus it is better to verbally recite Bismillah
and not write it down, in this way the Sunnat will be fulfilled. By writing 786 the
Sunnat will not be fulfilled.
(Ma’ariful Quran)
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MASAA’IL REGARDING BISMILLAH
MAS’ALA – According to Imaam Abu Hanifa , it is better to recite Bismillah
softly in Namaaz. (Fatawa Rahimiya)
MAS’ALA – According to many Sahaaba  and Ulama, Bismillah is a verse of
Quran Sharif and not a part of a Surah but the “Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem”
which comes in Surah Naml is a part of the Surah.
Therefore the Ulama have written that Bismillah, has to be honoured just as
the Quran is honoured and just as it is not permissible to touch Quran Sharif
without Wudhu, it will not be permissible to write Bismillah without Wudhu
or even touch a paper whereupon Bismillah is written.
MAS’ALA – It is necessary to recite Bismillah when slaughtering an animal. If
it is left out intentionally then according to Imaam Abu Hanifa , it will be
haraam to consume that meat. (Ma’ariful Quran)
MAS’ALA – It is Sunnat to complete the whole Quran in Taraweeh Salaat and
because Bismillah is a verse of the Quran, Bismillah should be read once aloud
so that the readers and the listeners may complete their Quran.
MAS’ALA – It is Sunnat to read Bismillah before commencing with Wudhu.
(Hidaya, Sharh Niqayah)

There are many different wordings narrated in the Ahadith:
1. Bismillah Walhamdulillah (Tibraani Fissagheer, Isnaadah Hasan)
2. Bismillah (Kanzul Ummal)
3. Bismillahir Rahmaanir Raheem (Daar Qutni, Nisaai, Sunnan Kubra, Baihaqi,Kabiri,
Sharh Niqaya)

4. Bismillahil Azeem Walhamdulillahi Alaa Deenil Islam. These words are
not proven from any Marfu narration. (A Hadith narrated directly from
Sahaaba .)
MAS’ALA – If one forgot to read Bismillah at the beginning of Wudhu, then if
one reads it later on, he will not fulfil the Sunnat because the action of Wudhu
is one.
Whereas in eating, every morsel of food and every sip of liquid is a separate
action. Therefore to read Bismillah in the middle of a meal will fulfil the
Sunnat. (Kabiri, Fathul Qadeer)

P a g e | 18

MAS’ALA – Some people read Ta’awwuz at the beginning of Wudhu. This is not
commanded anywhere and it is against Sunnat to read it.
MAS’ALA – When lowering the corpse into the grave, we should read,

ِالل لع ٰلى ِملَّ ِة رسكِ ٰالل
ِ
َ َ بِ ْس ِم
ّ ّْ َ
“Bismillahi wa Alaa Millate Rasulullah .”
(Tirmizi, Abu Dawood, Ainul Hidaya, etc.)

May Allah  give us the Taufeeq to practise and bring the reality of Bismillah
in our lives. Ameen
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