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﷽
PREFACE
All Praise is due to Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu, Lord of the Universe.
May Peace and Blessings be upon the Beloved of Allah,
Rasulullah 1
Hadhrat Moulana Abdul Hamid Is`haq Saheb (Daamat Barakaatuhum)
is the principal of the world-renowned Darul Uloom Azaadville,
South Africa (Madrasah Arabia Islamia), and senior Khalifa of
Hadhrat Moulana Shah Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪ,
with thousands of students and Mureedeen throughout the world.
Hadhrat Moulana is one of the most senior and respected ‘Ulama of
South Africa, known for his deep understanding of Dien,
commitment to and sacrifices for the work of Dien, accompanied by
his exceptional piety, Zuhd (abstinence), hospitality and other noble
characteristics, as would be found in the ‘Ulama-e-Rabbaniyyeen and
Auliya-e-Kiraam.
Hadhrat Moulana sets an extremely high precedent as a sincere and
ardent follower of the Sunnah, and always highlights the beauty and
greatness of the Sunnah, its benefits and merits, and the great need
for the Ummah at large, to revive the Sunnah, in their individual and
family lives, as well as their communities. Hadhrat Moulana also has
a unique and meticulous way of conveying what is the true Dien,
without compromise on the pristine principles of the Qur`aan and
Sunnah.
Despite old age, illness, and the responsibilities of the Darul-Uloom,
which rest upon Hadhrat Moulana’s shoulders, Hadhrat Moulana’s
deep hearted desire to spread the message of the love of Allah Jalla
Jalaaluhu takes Hadhrat Moulana on travels throughout South Africa,
iii

as well as abroad.
Hadhrat Moulana’s Islaahi discourses are a great inspiration to
thousands throughout the world, who are able to also benefit
through live audio-streaming. These discourses present beautiful
guidance and direction for Saalikeen. This compilation offers
extracts from the weekly and special Majaalis of Hadhrat Moulana.
Alhamdulillah, this book is the second in the series, “Journey towards
Allah (Jalla Jalaaluhu)”.
May Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu accept the very humble effort and reward
all who have so kindly assisted and contributed to the compilation.
May Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu bless Hadhrat Moulana with long life, good
health, the strength to continue in his blessed and noble endeavours
and seal all Khidmaat with Divine acceptance. Aamien
Sha’baan 1438 / May 2017
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﷽
1 | RECOGNISING ALLAH TA’ALA, THE CREATOR

IF A PERSON REFLECTS and contemplates the creation, he will find
that there are signs of Allah Ta’ala’s Greatness and Power in
everything; including himself.
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“ON THE EARTH ARE SIGNS FOR THOSE OF ASSURED FAITH, AS ALSO IN YOUR
OWN SELVES: WILL YOU NOT THEN SEE?”
[SURAH AZ-ZAARIYAT 51 : 20/21]

Allah Ta’ala praises His Believing servants who reflect, ponder and
think deeply about the creation, and in doing so, they recognise
Allah Ta’ala, remember Him and obey Him:
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“VERILY IN THE CREATION OF THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, AND IN THE
ALTERNATION OF NIGHT AND DAY, THERE ARE SIGNS FOR THE PEOPLE OF
WISDOM. THOSE WHO REMEMBER ALLAH STANDING, SITTING AND LYING
DOWN ON THEIR SIDES, AND THINK DEEPLY ABOUT THE CREATION OF THE
HEAVENS AND EARTH…”
[SURAH AAL-IMRAAN 3 : 190/1]
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From millions and billions of examples, let us take two little
creatures that offer beautiful insight to Allah Ta’ala’s magnificent
design and creation.
The bees and the flowers initiated an amazing business:
manufacturing honey. And how successful a venture! The bee
collects nectar from its suppliers – the flowers; then stores it in
honeycombs, and in this manner, manufactures a substance which
is in high demand by man – because of its beneficial and curative
properties.
Allah Ta’ala chose the bee – a small, little creation – to be the
means of the mass production of honey, throughout the world!
…The bee did not go to any school or university to learn the
method of making honey. Allah Ta’ala taught and inspired the bee.
This establishment, this operation, is on the permission of Allah
Ta’ala.
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“AND YOUR LORD INSPIRED TO THE BEE: ‘TAKE FOR YOURSELF AMONG
THE MOUNTAINS, HOUSES AND AMONG THE TREES AND (IN) THAT WHICH
THEY CONSTRUCT. THEN EAT FROM ALL THE FRUITS AND FOLLOW THE
WAYS OF YOUR LORD LAID DOWN (FOR YOU).’
THERE EMERGES FROM THEIR BELLIES A DRINK, VARYING IN COLOURS, IN
WHICH THERE IS HEALING FOR PEOPLE. INDEED, IN THAT, IS A SIGN FOR A
PEOPLE WHO GIVE THOUGHT.”
[SURAH AN-NAHL 16 : 68/69]
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We also see how the silkworm and the mulberry leaf have founded
an extraordinary enterprise: producing silk. …And how

]'  -E  R

1

prosperous and lucrative the trade!
As is known to us, the silkworm is the chief producer of silk and
silk is considered the queen of textiles, which fetches a high price
in the markets of the world. Again, the skill of the silkworm was
not developed in any university, college or laboratory. Its skill is
on the Command, Guidance and Power of Allah Ta’ala.
Man takes the silkworm to be in his employment, but its skill was
not due to man’s effort and training. It is due to Allah Ta’ala’s
Infinite Power and Guidance. Allah Ta’ala creates and Allah Ta’ala
also programmes His Creation for specific tasks.
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“HE (MUSA  ) َﻋ ْﻠﻴ ِﻪ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼمSAID: ‘OUR LORD IS HE WHO GAVE EVERYTHING ITS
SHAPE, THEN GUIDANCE.’”
[SURAH TA HA 20: 50]
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“WHO CREATED (EVERYTHING), THEN MADE (IT) WELL, AND WHO
DETERMINED A MEASURE (FOR EVERYTHING), THEN GUIDED (IT).”
[SURAH AL-A’LA 87 : 2 / 3]

Allah Ta’ala chose a worm – another small, little creation – to
produce the most beautiful fabric in the world! Had Allah Ta’ala
not disclosed this secret enterprise, would the mind of man have
ever conceived that a worm could have such ability?
1

Glory be to Allah
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In spite of their intelligence, scientists, professors, students and
others, have to go to the beehives and go to the silkworm, to learn
from them, about their expertise. Even then, man can only make
use of the silkworm and bee, but cannot achieve the remarkable
abilities to do what the silkworm does, or what the bee does,
without the silkworm and without the bee.
It is due to both the silkworm and the bee that huge industries
have been set up, with products being imported and exported
throughout the world. Remove these two little entities from the
equation and there would not be these highly profitable trades.
…What great signs of the Creator!
Another beautiful lesson we learn, is that silkworms are reared in
captivity, and as they grow and mature, they begin to spin their
cocoons, with silk threads, which are secreted from their bodies. In
man’s quest and greed for commercial gain, from producing silk,
the cocoons are steamed or baked or plunged into boiling water,
killing the silkworms inside them and softening the silk gum. The
boiling water unravels the silk fibres for silk manufacturing, and
man enjoys the luxury of silk and the profits of silk. The silkworm is
sacrificed for the benefit of man. It offers a noble service and is
cruelly “thanked” by being immersed in boiling water and killed. If
the worm is allowed to grow, it turns into a silk-moth and is freed
from the confines of the cocoon.
Man is the slave and servant of Allah Ta’ala, born in a state of
Fitrah (Islam) – nurtured for servitude and submission to Allah
Ta’ala. Islam is innate and inborn in every one of us. Rasulullah
1 said: “Every child is born on ‘Fitrah’ (the natural
inclination to Islam); however the child’s parents make him a Jew
6

or Christian. It is, like how an animal delivers a perfect offspring.
Do you find it (born) mutilated?”2
Human beings naturally incline to belief in Allah Ta’ala and to
worshipping Allah Ta’ala, which is the purpose of our creation.
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“AND I CREATED NOT THE JINN AND MANKIND EXCEPT THAT THEY
SHOULD WORSHIP ME.”
[SURAH AZ-ZAARIYAAT 51 : 56]

If man surrenders his life for Allah Ta’ala – obeying His Creator,
working towards righteousness and sacrificing his evil desires,
seeking the pleasure of Allah Ta’ala, Allah Ta’ala does not destroy
man; Allah Ta’ala does not deprive man; Allah Ta’ala does not
allow his efforts to go in vain.
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“VERILY, HE WHO FEARS ALLAH (WITH OBEDIENCE TO HIM; BY
ABSTAINING FROM SINS AND EVIL DEEDS, AND BY PERFORMING RIGHTEOUS
GOOD DEEDS), AND IS PATIENT, THEN SURELY, ALLAH MAKES NOT THE
REWARD OF THE MUHSINOON (DOERS OF GOOD) TO BE LOST.”
[SURAH YUSUF 12 : 90]

Allah Ta’ala, in turn, graciously rewards man with spiritual life,
with a successful life and with eternal life in Jannah, to enjoy its
everlasting bounties. …When man is released from the confines of
Dunya, he is granted everlasting freedom in Jannah. In this world

2

Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith: 1385 and Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 2658
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also, Allah Ta’ala grants a beautiful and good life (Hayaatan
Tayyibah).
P
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“WHOEVER DOES RIGHTEOUSNESS, WHETHER MALE OR FEMALE, WHILE
HE IS A BELIEVER - WE WILL SURELY CAUSE HIM TO LIVE A GOOD LIFE,
AND WE WILL SURELY GIVE THEM THEIR REWARD (IN THE HEREAFTER)
ACCORDING TO THE BEST OF WHAT THEY USED TO DO.”
[SURAH AN-NAHL 16 : 97]

As a poet had aptly said:
“The clouds and winds, the moon, the sun and
the sky are continually at work;
So that you earn your living and not eat in forgetfulness.
The entire creation is engaged in working
for you, in submission;
The law of justice will not be accomplished if you
fail to submit to and obey Allah.”
May Allah Ta’ala grant us His Ma’rifat (recognition) and Ishq and
the reality of Abdiyyat (servitude).
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2 | BECOMING MINDFUL OF THE UNSEEN

WHEN WE READ ABOUT THE SAHABA-E-KIRAAM  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢ, the
Tabi’een, the Tabe-Tabieen, and thereafter our Akaabir, we find
that their condition was one of awareness of Allah Ta’ala and
consciousness of the Aakhirah (Hereafter). They were mindful and
alert in respect to their actions, as well as cautious and vigilant
against nafs and shaytaan. Not only did this awareness create a
strong barrier between them and sins, it inspired them in the
obedience of Allah Ta’ala, and it also created an understanding of
the system of the Unseen – that nothing occurs except what is
decreed by Allah Ta’ala. So we find, in their lives, constant spiritual
progress. Lapses in their relationship with Allah Ta’ala were
negligible.
Whilst their condition was of a high level of Ihsaan (conscious
awareness of Allah Ta’ala), our condition is generally of ghaflat
(negligence). While their condition was one of progress, ours is
generally one of laxity; sometimes, even retrogression. …Despite
our detachment and distance from the reality of the Aakhirah, it is
not impossible to reach that stage, where our gaze and focus is on
the Hereafter, and where we too can achieve the stage of Ihsaan,
as described by Rasulullah 1.
In the well-known Hadith of Jibra’eel, one of the questions
Hadhrat Jibra’eel  ﻋَﻠﻴْﻪِ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼمasked Rasulullah 1 was: “What is
Ihsaan?”
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Rasulullah 1 replied: “That you worship Allah as if you
are seeing Him, and if you cannot see Him, then He sees you.”
This is the degree of Yaqeen (conviction) that the Auliya Allah build
up within themselves. As such, they have a conscious contact and
connection with Allah Ta’ala and the Hereafter. …Of course, this is
not suggesting that they have Ilm (knowledge) of the Unseen,
because only Allah Ta’ala is Aalimul Ghaib (Knower of the Unseen).
This is His Exclusive Attribute and no one can share in that. Allah
Ta’ala states in Surah An-Naml:
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“SAY, ‘NONE IN THE HEAVENS AND EARTH KNOWS THE UNSEEN EXCEPT
ALLAH…’”
[SURAH AN-NAML 27 : 65]

Our effort is to acquire a conscious awareness that there is Allah
Ta’ala, Aakhirah, Accountability, Jannah and Jahannum. Whilst,
Alhamdulillah, our Mashaa`ikh have presented different and
effective formulas in developing this awareness, the following is a
simple prescription which Allah Ta’ala put into my mind.
Alhamdulillah, this has proved beneficial for those who followed
through with the advice.
Salaah, five times a day, is an obligation upon all of us. We all
know this, but how many of us are particular in fulfilling this
obligation – especially during business hours, at family functions,
on travel, holiday, when sick, weak, etc.? Allah Ta’ala has granted
ease in the matters of Dien, and we find that the Salaah of the

10

Musaafir3 is shortened; the Salaah of the sick person can be read
in the sitting position, lying down, etc. Unfortunately, we do not
appreciate and are neglectful.
Rasulullah 1 described Salaah like the head to the body:
“There is no Islam in a person when there is no Salaah by him.
The position of Salaah in Islam is as the position of the head in a
body.”4 …Without a head, there is no life. Similarly, without
Salaah, there is no spiritual life. Without this great Fardh in our
lives, how will it be possible to achieve the desired state of Ihsaan?
If Salaah is not already our practice and habit, then the first step is
to establish Salaah in our lives, and to be punctual in its
performance. Men should endeavour to read all their Salaah in
Jamaat (congregation), in the Masjid. For men, to read their Salaah
in Jamaat is Waajib (obligatory).
To develop the conscious awareness of the Unseen and to increase
our Imaan in the Unseen, as well as to improve the Khushoo5 in
Salaah, the following should be done as a start:
•

At the beginning of the Salaah, we should make a
conscious intention of fulfilling the Command of Allah
Ta’ala, seeking His Pleasure.

•

At the end of Salaah, when we make Salaam, we should do
so, with the intention of making Salaam to the Angel on the
right shoulder. We should do so consciously and with
conviction. We should also have the intention of Salaam to

3

Musaafir : traveller
Al Mu’jamul Awsat, Hadith: 2313 and Al Mu’jamus Saghir, Hadith: 162
5
Khushoo: concentration with full devotion
4
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the Musallis and Jinn on our right; and if the Imaam is on
the right, to the Imaam as well. Thereafter, we make
Salaam, with conviction, to the angel on the left shoulder,
the Musallis and the Jinn on our left side, and the Imaam, if
he is on the left.
Insha-Allah, by doing this continuously and inculcating this habit,
we will be blessed with two gifts:
I.

We will become conscious of the unseen system of Allah
Jalla Jalaaluhu that is at work all the time, and we will
develop and increase our Yaqeen on it. …Whilst we
will make the required arrangements for our work of
Dunya, we will have the Yaqeen that until Allah Jalla
Jalaaluhu does not decree something, it will not happen.
“Insha-Allah” will be a natural word on our tongues, with
Yaqeen, that only when Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu wishes for
something to happen, will it happen. We will understand
that this unseen system of Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu is what
supersedes and overrides our system of cause and effect.

II.

The reality of the Aakhirah will dawn upon us. We will
become conscious, aware and have conviction of the life
after death, of Qabr, Qiyamah and the final abode of
Jannah – which we will now prepare for and look forward
to. May Allah Ta’ala grant us Jannah. …We will also have
conviction that there is Jahannum, and we will make every
effort and endeavour to avoid those deeds which pave the
way to Jahannum. May Allah Ta’ala protect us from
Jahannum.
12

By becoming conscious of the Malaa’ikah who are in our
attendance, on our right and left side – Kiraaman Kaatibeen – we
will be conscious of the fact that our deeds and our words are
being written down:
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“BUT VERILY OVER YOU (ARE APPOINTED ANGELS) TO PROTECT YOU;
KIND AND HONOURABLE, WRITING DOWN (YOUR DEEDS).
THEY KNOW (AND UNDERSTAND) ALL THAT YOU DO.”
[SURAH INFITAAR 82 : 10 / 11 / 12]

This, in turn, will prevent us from engaging in sins. We will restrain
ourselves from whatever is displeasing to Allah Ta’ala. Abstinence
from sins is Taqwa. And when the person adopts Taqwa, he
becomes the friend of Allah Ta’ala.
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“…VERILY NONE ARE THE AULIYA EXCEPT THOSE WHO REFRAIN FROM
HIS DISOBEDIENCE…”
[SURAH AL-ANFAAL 8 : 34]

Insha-Allah, if we follow through with this simple prescription,
many doors of spiritual goodness, progress and success will open
for us. Our Salaah too will become ‘Mi`rajul Mu`mineen’ (the
ascension of the Believers).
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding and Taufeeq.
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3 | INCREASING IN VALUE

A BRICK, WHICH IS JUST LYING ON THE GROUND has got no real
value to anyone. However, if that same brick is used in the
building of a house, it secures its value according to the house. The
brick will have more value if it is used in our local Masjid and will
increase in its value, if it is used in the Jame Masjid of our town.
What to say if it would be used in the Haram of Madinah Sharief or
if it is used in the Haram of Makkah Sharief?
Similarly, sheep, goats, bulls, etc. are ordinary animals. However,
once their Nisbat (connection) is established with Qurbani – with
the great sacrifice of Hadhrat Ibraheem  ﻋَﻠﻴْﻪِ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼمand with the
Command of Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu, their value multiplies. Their
Nisbat enhances their worth. Just looking at them, having love for
them, attending to them, etc. are all valuable deeds in the Sight of
Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu! Rasulullah 1 said, in regard to the
animals for Qurbani, that a reward is written for every hair or
every fibre of wool.6
The rewards that these animals hold will be multiplied further on
the Day of Qiyamah, as is related in the Hadith: “When a person
slaughters a Qurbani animal, he is forgiven at the fall of the first
drop of blood, and verily, the animal shall be brought forward on
the Day of Judgment with its blood, meat, limbs, etc. and shall be
increased in weight seventy times, and then placed on the scale
of deeds.”7
6
7

Ibn Majah
Kanzul Ummaal
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By the same token, if a person keeps a horse for the Cause of Allah
Ta’ala, the horse establishes a special connection (Nisbat). Taking
care of such a horse brings tremendous rewards. Hadhrat Abu
Hurairah  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪrelated that Nabi 1 said: “Whomsoever
keeps a horse in Allah’s Cause, motivated by his faith in Allah and
his belief in His Promise, then the horse’s eating, drinking, passing
of dung and urine, will be on his scale of good deeds on the day of
Qiyamah.”8
In another narration, Rasulullah 1 said: “…He to whom the
horse will be a source of reward is the one who keeps it in Allah's
Cause (prepares it for battle) and ties it by a long rope in a pasture
(or a garden). He will get a reward equal to what its long rope
allows it to eat in the pasture or the garden, and if that horse
breaks its rope and crosses one or two hills, then all its foot-steps
and its dung will be counted as good deeds for its owner; and if it
passes by a river and drinks from it, then that will also be regarded
as a good deed for its owner, even if he has had no intention of
watering it then…”9
If this is the position of animals, with Nisbat, in the Sight of Allah
Ta’ala, what of man himself, if he establishes Nisbat with his
Creator, Allah Ta’ala?
Man has been created from the earth, from dust.
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“AND OF HIS SIGNS IS THAT HE CREATED YOU FROM DUST…”
[SURAH AR-RUM 30 : 20]
8
9

Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith: 2853
Sahih Al-Bukhari, Hadith: 2860
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If man makes an effort; striving against his nafs, obeying Allah
Ta’ala and carrying out righteous deeds, seeking the pleasure of
Allah Ta’ala, the sand of his body will gain in value.
Our respected Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad
Akhtar Saheb  َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْ ِﻪhad explained that the Ahlullah10 – the
Auliya Allah – have made the dust from which they have been
created, valuable, through the blessings of their Nisbat with Allah
Ta’ala. Whilst millions remain heedless and negligent of Allah
Ta’ala, these special servants become most valuable and beloved
to Allah Ta’ala.
Hadhrat Moulana  َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْ ِﻪlikened mankind to glass bottles, which
cost a few Rands or Rupees. If a bottle is filled with an expensive
Itr (scent), the bottle becomes as valuable as the amount of scent
poured into it. …We find that some Itr is priced at hundreds of
Rands, some more than a thousand Rand. The value of the bottle
depends on the amount of scent it contains as well as its quality.
Similarly, the value of man increases or decreases, according to
what fills his heart. If the Noor of Imaan and the love of Allah
Ta’ala and Rasulullah 1 fill his heart, his value increases in
Allah Ta’ala’s Sight. If the darkness of Kufr fills his heart, his value
is lost. If a person dies in this condition of Kufr, he suffers the
greatest loss in the Aakhirah. May Allah Ta’ala safeguard us all.
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding and the Taufeeq to
strive to attain that special Nisbat, whereby we too become
valuable and beloved to Allah Ta’ala.

10

Ahlullah: People of Allah (Ta’ala)
16

4 | UNDERSTANDING THE LAWFUL, UNLAWFUL AND

DOUBTFUL: A SIMPLE ANALOGY

RASULULLAH 1 said: “Verily Halaal is clear and verily
Haraam is clear. And between them there are certain doubtful
matters many people are unaware of, therefore, who stays away
from doubtful matters, he has protected his Dien and honour.
And who gets involved in doubtful matters, he would fall into
Haraam.”11
This Hadith clearly places matters relating to us, into three specific
categories:
1. Halaal: The lawful
2. Haraam: The unlawful or prohibited
3. Mushtabihaat: The doubtful
…All of us, who have the experience of driving, understand that
the green traffic light signals ‘go’ and allows us to drive. The green
light indicates that it is safe to drive. The amber or yellow traffic
light signals that we have to be cautious; the red traffic light
signals that we have to stop and warns us of danger if we
continue. By means of the red traffic light, we can avoid any
collision with vehicles that are coming from another direction.
We all understand that these are the rules and regulations of the
road. If a person does not stop at the red light, he will be fined, or
he may meet up with an accident and cause damage to his vehicle.
11

Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim
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He may even injure and harm himself, and he could also injure
pedestrians who may be crossing the road. Many a time, there is
loss of life. As such, we abide by the rules.
In Dien, there are the green lights of Halaal enjoyments, the red
lights of prohibitions and the amber/yellow lights of the
Mushtabihaat. That which is Halaal offers safety; that which is
Haraam signals danger, and that which is doubtful directs for
caution and abstinence to be adopted.
…The red lights of prohibitions are bright and clear. There is no
doubt in them, because they have been established in the Qur`aan
Sharief, wherein there can be no difference of opinion and no
doubt. Zina (adultery), Ribaa (Usury / Interest), gambling,
intoxicants and so forth are clearly established as Muharramaat
(prohibitions) in the Qur`aan Sharief. Whilst Allah Ta’ala has given
us these ‘red lights’ of prohibitions and restrictions, He has also
given us all the capacity and ability to put a ‘brake’ on our nafs and
to stop ourselves from sins. No person can say that he cannot
abstain from sins or that it is impossible to give up sins. He can
restrain himself and he can give up all sins, if he wants to please
Allah Ta’ala. We all have courage. We only need to employ it in the
obedience of Allah Ta’ala.
If we give unrestrained freedom to the nafs, and speed through
these red lights in Dien, by dangerously indulging in Haraam, we
will harm the physical body and cause greater harm to the soul. It
is a fact that many have ‘injured’ and even ‘killed’ themselves
spiritually, by violating the laws of Allah Ta’ala, with indulgence in
major sins. Some gave up Imaan and Islam – and in so doing,
destroyed their Aakhirah. May Allah Ta’ala protect us all.
18

The ‘yellow lights’, which Allah Ta’ala tests us with, is that which is
doubtful. We are advised that it is best to be cautious and
abstinent. This is beautifully contained in the Hadith: “Leave that
which causes you doubt, for that which does not cause you
doubt.”12 …This is piety, and this will offer protection to our Dien.
Alhamdulillah, Allah Ta’ala has given us the green lights of Halaal:
There are so many types of foods and drinks to enjoy, different
forms of recreation in the Sunnah; celebrations such as Eid, Nikah,
and Walimah; the happiness of marriage and children, etc. –
within the parameters of Dien and Shari’ah. Allah Ta’ala has
granted us plentiful and we should express tremendous gratitude.
Additionally, we have been promised much, much more in the
Hereafter, in Jannah – if we abide by the rules and regulations in
this worldly life. Allah Ta’ala has said: “I have prepared for My
pious servants which the eye has not seen, and the ear has not
heard, and no human heart has ever perceived (such
bounties)…”13
Despite the freedom which the green light offers, caution still has
to be exercised. …When I started driving, I would drive through the
green light, speedily – because it was my right of way. My Marhoom
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔcautioned me about that, saying that I should be
father ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ
careful and take precaution at the intersections, even when it is
my right of way and the traffic light is green. He explained that the
driver from the other side may be negligent and may not heed the
red light, and he could hit into the car that I was driving. Naturally,
I would suffer the consequences as well.
12
13

An-Nasaa’i
Sahih Muslim
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Today, we find that certain Scholars and organisations give a
‘green light’ where there should be caution or abstinence adopted.
We find that photography is given the green light, with some
‘Ulama actively participating on television, YouTube, etc. – all of
which has opened the door to great Fitnah.
We find that certain organisations give a ‘green light’ to different
types of foods, which they certify as Halaal, but which are not
Halaal. This results in tremendous spiritual harm and damage,
because the Muslim believes he is traveling through a green light –
so to say; whereas the other party is driving through the red light,
wrongly certifying some products as Halaal, without proper
investigation or due to plain negligence. …In South Africa, the
United Kingdom and other parts of the world, the Muslim
communities have been left shaken, at times, at the sheer
carelessness in Halaal certification – of various items which have
traces of pork, adulterated meat; chickens which have not been
slaughtered in accordance to Islamic law, and impure and Haraam
ingredients introduced into other foods, which are certified Halaal.
Even the non-Muslims are reeling in shock at the kind of
ingredients that are brought into the meat they are consuming. It
is now common knowledge to all, that many, many meat products
and other foods on the market have incorrect labels – which
leaves people, victim to ill-health as well as spiritual degeneration.
So, nowadays, a Muslim must be extremely careful and cautious at
the green light as well.

20

We have the experience where the traffic light is on the blink. It
continues blinking green or red or yellow – and drivers have to
take extra precaution and manoeuvre themselves safely through
those intersections – because the traffic lights are not working,
and there are vehicles driving across. Similarly, we have ‘Ulama-eSoo, or other groups, parties and sects, whose teachings or belief
systems are on the ‘blink’ – so to speak. They are corrupt and
present a different version of Islam, which is contaminated with
Bid’aat14 and Haraam – and which is not Islam, in its true and
pristine form. The Muslim has to thus be all the more cautious and
manoeuvre himself safely through these evils and Fitan15. Shi’ism,
Qadianism and other distorted belief systems have been
established throughout the world, working towards ensnaring the
unwary and unsuspecting Muslims.
Of course, we have the traffic department repairing those traffic
lights on the blink or which are not working, and they then work
properly. So, if those who misrepresent and falsify Islamic
teachings or have a corrupt agenda, whereby they use Islam to
further their ends, sincerely repent, correct their Aqeedah, etc.,
then that is to their own benefit and advantage – in both worlds.
Sincere Taubah gives the green light signal for forgiveness, for
salvation in the Aakhirah, and for entrance into Jannah, InshaAllah.
Whilst traffic lights establish control and smooth flow of traffic,
Islam establishes harmony in a person’s life – with the fulfilment
of the rights of Allah Ta’ala and the rights of creation. For the
safety of our Dien, we need to adopt caution, and of course, we
14
15

Bid’aat : Innovations
Fitan: (Plural of Fitnah) Trials
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need to keep a great distance away from sins. When we follow
through with practising on Dien, we will enjoy peace, Sukoon
(tranquility) and happiness.
May Allah Ta’ala protect us all, give us a good understanding and
true appreciation for Dien, and the courage to restrain ourselves
from Haraam.
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5 | EVERY RAKAAT OF SALAAH: A FLIGHT
TO ALLAH TA’ALA

OUR RESPECTED SHEIKH, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad
Akhtar Saheb ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪhad presented to us, a wonderful analogy in
explaining the reality and beauty of Salaah. …Salaah has been
described as: “As-Salaatu Mi’rajul Mu’min” – the Ascension of the
Believer. In the light of this description, Hadhrat Moulana َِر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪ
used the analogy of flight travel.
Before take-off, an announcement is made to wear one’s seatbelt,
the “FASTEN SEAT BELT” light is turned on, directing to the same,
and the screen in front of one’s seat, shows the passenger how
neatly one end of the buckle goes into the other. If passengers are
heedless of these safety measures, they may have to contend with
some injury at the time of take-off, landing, during turbulence, etc.
Similarly, when it comes to Salaah, we have been taught to ‘buckle
up’. For males, the Sunnah manner, when folding the hands is:
-

The palm of the right hand should be placed on the back of
the left palm.
The small finger and the thumb of the right hand should
form a circle around the wrist of the left hand – neatly.
The middle three fingers should be placed flat over the
forearm.
One should position the hands below the navel.
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Whilst the aeroplane may be flying to an altitude of about 9000 or
10 000 metres, we are taking off for a flight to Allah Ta’ala.
Negligence in folding the hands will result in loss of concentration,
or stray and wayward thoughts – which will plague our minds and
distract us.
On nearing any destination, when traveling by plane, the pilot
announces that all should prepare for landing. …In regard to
Salaah, we will not be landing in any city or country on planet
earth. Our flight is a spiritual one, which transfers us to the Court
of Allah Ta’ala. ]'  -E  R
From the position of Qiyaam, we move into the posture of Ruku.
We bow down, holding our hands firmly on our knees16 – in
preparation for ‘landing’. …As we traverse distance in a physical
journey of this world, our anticipation and happiness increases. So
too, as the Musalli covers “distance” – moving from Qiyaam, to
Ruku, to Qauma – his anticipation increases, knowing that the
destination is approaching, is nearing. After fulfilling the posture
of Ruku and Qauma, we move down, “landing” at the ‘feet’ of
Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu – so to speak. …Allah Ta’ala is free of shape
and form.
We gently place both knees on the ground.17 Thereafter we place
both the hands, with our fingers close together, on the ground.18
We then present our head, showing our complete submission and

16
A female should bend only a little during Rukū. She should not spread out her fingers;
rather she should keep them together. She should merely place her hands on her knees. Her
knees should be slightly bent.
17 Shami-Vol.1, pg. 398 and Tahtaawee- pg.145
18
Shami-Vol.1 and Tahtaawee- pg.145
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surrender before Allah Ta’ala. This is our beautiful landing before
Allah Ta’ala. This prostration is what grants us extreme closeness
and establishes a strong bond with Allah Ta’ala. The Hadith states:
“A person in Sajdah is nearest unto Allah.”19
Allah Ta’ala says20:

◌ 6 1 ' _ I R'
 

“…BUT PROSTRATE AND DRAW NEAR (TO ALLAH).”
[SURAH AL-ALAQ 96 : 19]

So this is our Salaah; our Mi’raj. Every Rakaat of every Salaah is a
flight which takes us directly to Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu! Our good
fortune and privilege is that this opportunity is afforded to us five
times a day and more, with Sajdah being made twice in every
Rakaat.   <  '  ]' …If only we would recognise Allah Ta’ala’s
Benevolence and Generosity in giving us the honour and favour of
drawing near to Him so many times, and enjoying the sweet
pleasure of being close to Him – The Only True Beloved. What a
priceless gift Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu has given us in Salaah!
We should thus work on developing our Salaah. When the
postures of Salaah, which are Mustahab (preferable), have so
much of value in them –   <  '  ]' – what then of the Sunnats,
Waajibaat and Faraa’idh? May Allah Ta’ala grant us the Taufeeq of
learning and familiarising ourselves with the Masaa’il21 of Salaah
and developing and improving our Salaah.

19

Sahih Muslim, Musnad Ahmed, Abu Dawood
By reading this Ayat, Sajdah becomes Waajib (obligatory)
21
Masaa’il: rules
20
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6 | GHAFLAT

ALLAH TA’ALA STATES IN THE QUR`AAN SHARIEF:

◌   %n"'  J!    , 

“AND DO NOT BE AMONG THE HEEDLESS.”
[SURAH AL-A'RAAF 7:205]

Living in this world, it is not proper for any person to be unmindful
and negligent of the objective and purpose of his existence. Allah
Ta’ala informs us:

◌  _  >  " ,! 5 c
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“AND I CREATED NOT THE JINN AND MANKIND EXCEPT THAT THEY
SHOULD WORSHIP ME.”
[SURAH AZ-ZAARIYAAT 51 : 56]

And Allah Ta’ala reminds us:
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“DID YOU THINK THAT WE CREATED YOU FOR NOTHING, AND THAT YOU
WILL NOT BE BROUGHT BACK TO US?”
[SURAH AL-MU`MINOON 23 : 115]

Ghaflat is heedlessness … negligence … being unaware. It is
diversion. It is thinking or doing something when one should have
been thinking or doing something else. Being distracted in any work
is ghaflat, and ghaflat is extremely dangerous.
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I usually give the example, that if a family is receiving special
guests, then normally, the ladies of the house are busy in their
preparations. If the ladies decide to serve hot, hot samoosas, they
keep the frying pan on the stove, with the hot oil in it, ready for
frying. When they hear the visitors arrive, the exchange of Salaam,
etc. and are about to put the samoosas into the hot oil, a two year
old child, playing nearby, pulls down the handle of the frying pan
and all that boiling hot oil falls onto the child. May Allah Ta’ala
protect all.
What was the cause of that terrible accident? …It was a little
unmindfulness; a moment of Ghaflat; a moment of distraction. The
ghaflat of not being watchful over the child and leaving the handle
easy for reach, leads to such a frightening situation and such
extensive harm! A person is driving and talking on his cell-phone.
He is distracted. This is Ghaflat, which can result in a serious
accident.
In worldly matters, we find that negligence and inattentiveness
have resulted in tremendous loss, harm, damage and regret.
However, the unmindfulness of Dien is worse than the
unmindfulness of Dunya. Ghaflat of Dien has worse consequences
by far. Unfortunately this is widespread and it is a grave weakness
and failing, which we need to remedy.
We pass our lives, spending days and nights, unmindful and
heedless of Allah Ta’ala, of Allah Ta’ala’s Commands, of our
purpose in this world, of death, of Aakhirah and of accountability.
This results in futility and sins. …Many wander through life,
aimlessly. Although Allah Ta’ala’s signs are everywhere, no effort is
made to find out why we are here.
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“… AND VERILY, MANY AMONG MANKIND ARE HEEDLESS OF OUR SIGNS.”
[SURAH YUNUS 10 : 92]

The repercussions of heedlessness are most severe and grave.
When a person is ghaafil, he makes no effort for his Aakhirah. No
effort is made to accumulate the provisions for the journey ahead
– the journey to the Hereafter. …Ghaflat makes us forget Allah
Ta’ala. And Allah Ta’ala says in regard to those who forget Him:
g
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“AND BE NOT LIKE THOSE WHO FORGOT ALLAH; AND HE MADE THEM
FORGET THEIR OWN SOULS; SUCH ARE THE TRANSGRESSORS.”
[SURAH AL-HASHR 59 : 19]

Heedlessness leads us far away from Dien and practising on Dien;
far away from Allah Ta’ala’s Pleasure and far away from Jannah,
with all its never-ending bounties. A heedless heart falls into sin.
Shaytaan becomes the companion of one who is ghaafil, and
shaytaan invites to all those actions which satisfy the nafs and
which leads us to the doorstep of Jahannum.
Allah Ta’ala mentions those who have sound knowledge and skill
when it comes to the affairs of the world, business, trade, etc. but
they do not consider beyond this temporary world. Despite their
worldly acumen and expertise, they are heedless in preparing for
the life to come. Let us not be counted as one of them.
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“THEY KNOW WHAT IS APPARENT OF THE WORLDLY LIFE; AND OF THE
HEREAFTER, THEY ARE GHAFILOON (HEEDLESS).”
[SURAH AR-RUM 30 : 7]

Ghaflat is also found in our Ibaadah. While engaged in Salaah, we
are pre-occupied with everything besides Salaah. We are careless,
inattentive and read just for the sake of reading. We fulfil the
postures of Salaah without thought that we are standing in the
Court of Allah Ta’ala, before Allah Ta’ala, and that we are
communicating with Allah Ta’ala. We give no attention to the
required etiquettes. There is no concentration and no humility.
Allah Ta’ala describes this kind of Salaah as the Salaah of the
Munafiqeen (hypocrites).
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“SO WOE TO THOSE PERFORMERS OF SALAAH, WHO ARE HEEDLESS OF
THEIR SALAAH…”
[SURAH AL-MA`OON 107 : 4 / 5]

…Very, very sadly, the Ummah, at large, has fallen deep into this
misfortune and catastrophe of Ghaflat, and the consequences are
seen today, throughout the world – in the form of oppression,
suppression and destruction of the Ummah.
From amongst the remedies for the sickness of heedlessness, is
keeping before us, our death – our return to Allah Ta’ala, as well
as consciously remembering Allah Ta’ala. Unfortunately, we are so
consumed in our worldly matters, we forget that we are going to
die, and we pass our days care-free; or worse, in the disobedience
of Allah Ta’ala. Allah Ta’ala says:
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“THE RECKONING OF THE PEOPLE HAS DRAWN NEAR TO THEM, WHILE
THEY ARE IN NEGLIGENCE, TURNING AWAY.”
[SURAH AL-AMBIYAA 21:1]

Rasulullah 1 said: “Frequently remember the destroyer
of life’s pleasures; death.”22 …If death is brought into the
equation, the chain of thoughts, which will come to mind,
whenever nafs and shaytaan encourage and tempt us towards
Haraam, will be: What if I have to die in this action? What will
happen in my grave? What will happen on the Day of Qiyamah?
…This chain of thoughts will protect us from committing sin. This
train of thoughts will encourage us towards righteousness.
How long is the enjoyment of this world? A few days and it is all
over; yet, we are so immersed and involved in Dunya that we
rarely think about our Maut (death) and Aakhirah.
“Whoever comes into this world, death says to him:
‘I am following you closely!’”
We are distracted and side-tracked by the toys of the world –
whether in the forms of our homes, businesses, cars, cell-phones,
etc. – all of which we will have to leave behind very soon.
Rasulullah 1 said: “Everything has a cleaner, and the
cleaner of the hearts is the remembrance of Allah.”23

22
23

An-Nasaa’i
Shu'abul Iman (This has also been recorded as the statement of Hazrat Abu Darda ) َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ ﻋَﻨْﻪ
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In various Aayaat of the Qur’aan Sharief and in many Ahadith as
well, we are enjoined to remember Allah Ta’ala. Very fortunate are
those who constantly do so. …Allah Ta’ala praises those who
remember Him in all situations, in all conditions; at all times:

 .? @ % A !  '=
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“…THOSE WHO REMEMBER ALLAH STANDING, SITTING AND LYING DOWN
ON THEIR SIDES…”
[SURAH AAL-IMRAAN 3 : 190/1]

The heart is also polished by seeking forgiveness. Rasulullah
1 explained: “When a Mu’min (believer) sins, a black dot
appears on his heart. If he repents and seeks Allah’s forgiveness,
his heart becomes cleansed and polished. If he continues to
commit more and more sins (without repenting), the spot
continues to spread and ultimately covers all of his heart.”24
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding and the concern. May
Allah Ta’ala cure us of all our spiritual ailments, awaken our
sleeping hearts and grant us the Taufeeq of spending our lives,
constructively occupied in noble deeds, which will earn us His
Pleasure and Najaat (salvation).

24

Tirmidhi
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7 | TAKING RESPONSIBILITY

ON ONE OCCASION, we were sitting at the Dastarkhan25 and our
respected Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar
Saheb ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪwas also present. One of the brothers dropped a
tumbler and water spilt across the Dastarkhan. On hearing the
disturbance, Hadhrat Moulana ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪasked: “What happened?”
Someone responded: “The glass fell.”
Hadhrat Moulana  َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْ ِﻪasked: “Did the glass fall on its own?”
In correcting the Mureed and all of us, Hadhrat ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪsaid: “Learn
to take responsibility for your actions. Say: ‘I dropped the glass.’”
This was a lesson for everyone. Hadhrat Moulana ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪwas
bringing to our attention the great need to bear the responsibility
or blame of whatever we do. …Until the person does not take
responsibility, his Islaah (reformation) will not be made.
Regrettably, we don’t and we won’t take responsibility of our
actions. Sometimes we refuse to acknowledge that we are doing
something wrong or that there is a weakness in us. There is denial.
We find this same denial with many drug addicts, alcoholics and
others. As long as the person is in a state of denial, he or she does
not take help.
If a sick person is in denial, the person will not seek treatment.
Similarly, a person is spiritually sick – he has an anger problem or he
25

floor mat for eating
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cannot control his gaze, but he says: “I don’t have any problem.”
…This denial makes Islaah very difficult. Once a person
acknowledges that there is a problem, then that is half the battle
won and half way to overcoming the problem. If a person admits he
has faults and weaknesses and he goes to a Sheikh, for this
purpose, there will be Islaah, Insha-Allah. …Unfortunately, some go
for worldly reasons, or to obtain Khilafat, and not with a sincere
intention.
Sometimes there is stubbornness in our stance that we are right –
when, in fact, we are wrong. If there is a car accident, each party
blames the other. The other driver was at fault. Most drivers will
declare that they were abiding by the rules and regulations and are
blameless – although they drove through the red traffic light, were
speeding, or violated some other traffic law.
If there is a fight between husband and wife, the husband says:
“She is the problem.” And the wife says: “He is the problem.” …Do
we ever hear anyone saying: “I am to blame. I am the problem.”?
…And this is where the problem lies. Most people are not truthful
and sincere enough, nor humble to take the blame, when in the
wrong. Between brothers and sisters, other family members, or in
business dealings, if any problems arise, the same scenario is found.
We are not prepared to accept responsibility; rather we blame the
other party.
People, in general, have this great weakness of shifting
responsibility to others and are very quick to blame everyone else,
seeking to absolve themselves. …If anything goes wrong, we look
for someone to blame. If anything goes right, we are in the front
line to take the credit. This is a common weakness and is a very
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serious matter. It is a sickness if we think that everyone else is
wrong and we are always right. This denial is a form of pride. The
person refuses to acknowledge that he is wrong or refuses to
acknowledge what is true. He is also not being sincere to himself.
Say: “I am wrong.” Learn to acknowledge and admit: “I am wrong. I
am to blame.” What is so difficult in this?
There is progress in taking responsibility of our actions and
accepting blame. This humility will melt hearts and will solve our
problems. It is a beautiful quality to have. Unfortunately, shaytaan
whispers: If you say that you are wrong, your wife (or your
employees) will take advantage and won’t listen to you in future.
Your wife will say: “You are always wrong!”… You have to wield
control. You have to show her that you are in charge, so that she
listens…. You have to show your employees who is in charge!
Don’t listen to shaytaan. Listen to Allah Ta’ala and Rasulullah
1. That person who adopts noble character, humbles
himself, forgives, overlooks, and abandons arguing when he is right,
opens the doors of reconciliation, Muhabbah (love), unity and
happiness. Allah Ta’ala says:
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“THE GOOD DEED AND THE EVIL DEED CANNOT BE EQUAL. REPEL (THE
EVIL) WITH THAT WHICH IS BETTER (TO BE PATIENT, FORGIVE, ETC.), THEN
VERILY, HE BETWEEN WHOM AND YOU THERE WAS ENMITY, (WILL BECOME)
AS THOUGH HE WAS A CLOSE FRIEND.”
[SURAH FUSSILAAT 41 : 34]
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Rasulullah 1 said: “I guarantee a house in the outskirts of
Paradise to the one who gives up arguing even if he were on the
right side.”26
On another level, there are those who say that they did not get an
opportunity to learn Dien, learn Qur’aan Sharief, do Hifz, and were
not taught the practical side of Dien – because their parents were
neglectful and indifferent and did not send them to Madrasah, etc.
They say that their parents deprived them of all those
opportunities. Again, the fault is placed squarely on the other party.
No doubt, in such a circumstance, the parents are to be blamed.
Parents have a responsibility of seeing to the Tarbiyah and spiritual
nurturing of their children – but what stops a person now from
learning Dien, learning the Qur’aan Sharief and getting occupied in
good?
Your failure is not outside of you. …Our success or failure does not
lie outside of us. Our success or failure lies inside of us.
Take lesson from the cow: Its diet comprises mainly of grass, grains
and water – so limited! But with that grass, it produces milk and
from that milk, what not is made! Cheese, cottage cheese, yoghurt,
butter, ghee, condensed milk, fresh cream, buttermilk, ice-cream,
etc. are produced.
If a person had limited opportunities in life, it does not mean that
he now cannot make the most of what he has of life, skill and
resources! Where there’s a will, there’s a way. We have heard of
people in their seventies and eighties completing Hifz of the

26

Abu Dawood
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Qur’aan Sharief. Allahu Akbar! Nothing deterred them from
pursuing noble goals – not even old age!
Let us take responsibility of our actions and our lives. No one else is
accountable for our lives, except ourselves. It is up to us to utilise
the gift of life productively; instead of wasting it by blaming others
for what is past.
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding and the Taufeeq of
practising.
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8 | STEPPING UP OUR SECURITY

THE DECEMBER PERIOD is a peak season for the businessmen.
Many step up their security to protect their earnings and profits –
especially here in South Africa, where hijackings, robberies and
other crimes become the order of the day. May Allah Ta’ala
protect us all. The holiday season thus becomes the peak season
for criminals, who work to steal the hard earned money and
valuables of others.
We find a greater concern and effort to step up security when it
comes to our homes, since our wives and children are our main
concern. Naturally, we also want to secure our belongings and
valuables. Besides installing burglar guards and gates, many
people step up their security by contracting a security company,
as well as installing CCTVs, automated gates and electric fencing.
Some go further with security beams, security guards, etc. A great
amount of money is spent for all of this additional protection and
safety, but the objective is to safeguard our families, our earnings
and our valuables.
The Muslim’s heart is home to the most valuable commodity on
the face of the earth, and that is his Imaan in Allah Ta’ala. In the
home of the heart are the treasures of the Ishq of Allah Ta’ala
and His Rasul 1. The heart is also the storehouse of the
Anwaar27 of his virtuous deeds and thus requires great security
and strong fortification against our enemies, nafs and shaytaan.

27

Anwaar: Spiritual effulgence and light
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These times of great, great Fitnah are the peak seasons for nafs
and shaytaan, who work to plunder all the wealth accumulated in
our hearts. Our treasure of Imaan and whatever is earned by way
of good deeds needs to also be safeguarded. …To a greater
extent, we should step up the security of our heart, otherwise
nafs and shaytaan will steal into the heart – and they are skilled
and accomplished in clearing all the goods and stocks of the
heart, in seconds.
…If the security guard is negligent, robbers easily overcome him
and enter the home. We are our own security guards. If we are
‘ghaafil’ (negligent), nafs and shaytaan will floor us, will enter the
home of the heart and will ravage it of its wealth. May Allah
Ta’ala protect us all. Nafs and shaytaan come into the heart
through different sins – lustful gazes, music, gossip, lies,
gambling, adultery, drugs, alcohol and so forth. And they also
come into the heart through Riyaa (show), Ujub (vanity/conceit),
Takabbur (pride), Hirs (greed), Hasad (jealousy) and other sins.
Allah Ta’ala commands us to adopt the security system of the
heart, which is Taqwa, and Allah Ta’ala guides us to the “security
company” of the heart, which is the Suhbat (company) of the
pious:
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“O YOU WHO BELIEVE, FEAR ALLAH AND JOIN THE COMPANY OF THE
TRUTHFUL ONES (THE PIOUS, THE AULIYA ALLAH).”
[SURAH AT-TAUBAH 9 : 119]

The Suhbat of the Ahlullah are the “security companies” for the
protection of the spiritual heart. Their company is not like the
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ones we contract for our businesses and homes, where the
employees and personnel of the security company are
sometimes found to be accomplices to the crimes of the
businesses and homes they are paid to protect. The Ahlullah are
the special servants of Allah Ta'ala. They are His friends, who are
blessed with His Protection. Those who keep their company will
also experience this protection, Insha-Allah.
The Muslim improves the security of his heart by guarding his
gaze, hearing, speech and limbs at all times. If these areas are
secure, the home of the heart will be secure. The treasure of
Imaan and Ishq-e-Ilaahi, the wealth of Anwaar and the Sukoon
which descends in the heart, will remain well protected. Our
respected Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar
ِ ُ ر ْﲪ ﺔwould make Dua, and we too should make the
Saheb ِﷲ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪ
َ َ
same Dua: ‘O Allah, wherever I am, whether on earth or in the
skies, always keep my Taqwa safe.’
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding and Taufeeq of Amal
and His special protection.
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9 | TEMPORARY, LIKE A BUBBLE

WE KNOW THAT A BUBBLE is a thin liquid film containing air. It is
amazingly fragile. And it does not last long. It bursts very soon and
is then nothing. So it has no value. Despite this, its different
colours captivate children and we see how they enjoy blowing
bubbles, running after them, trying to catch them. As adults, we,
ourselves, are fascinated in seeing the beautiful, shimmering
colours of bubbles – the yellow, blue, crimson, green and other
colours.
In everything, there is some lesson, and we find that even in a
bubble, a Muslim can take beautiful lesson. Alhamdulillah, while
observing a bubble, a similarity and resemblance of the worldly life
came to mind. …Dunya is an Arabic word which literally means
lower or inferior. In comparison to the real and everlasting life of
the Hereafter, this world is inferior, superficial and contemptible.
Allah Ta’ala describes the worldly life as an illusion and deception:
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“…THE LIFE OF THIS WORLD IS NOTHING BUT AN ILLUSION.”
[SURAH AL-HADEED 57 : 20]

Like a bubble, Dunya has no value. On the outside, there is colour,
there is glitter and glamour – and we are charmed by it. The gold
and silver, the palatial homes, the luxury cars and other
commodities of Dunya look beautiful and striking. It not only
appeals to us; it captivates us. It sometimes steals our hearts. Allah
Ta’ala informs us:
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“BEAUTIFIED FOR PEOPLE IS THE LOVE OF THAT WHICH THEY DESIRE –
OF WOMEN AND SONS, HEAPED-UP SUMS OF GOLD AND SILVER, FINE
BRANDED HORSES, AND CATTLE AND TILLED LAND. THAT IS THE
ENJOYMENT OF THE WORLDLY LIFE, BUT ALLAH HAS WITH HIM THE
BEST RETURN.”
[SURAH AAL-IMRAAN 3 : 14]

When Hubbud Dunya (love for the world) settles in the heart, it
diverts the attention away from Allah Ta’ala; away from the
objective of this worldly life. We are here to recognise Allah Ta’ala,
to love Allah Ta’ala and to worship Allah Ta’ala, in the manner of
our Beloved Rasul 1.
Unfortunately, we become so enamoured, we forget that there is
another life which is to come, and which we have to prepare for.
We become obsessed with all the artificial and superficial
enjoyments of this world. However, the worldly enjoyments are
short lived – and like bubbles, the things of Dunya also dissipate
and disappear. Like little children, who try to catch the colourful
bubbles, but to no avail, we run after material commodities, trying
to acquire them – but for how long do we enjoy them? …The
bubble of Dunya is more fragile and temporal than a soap bubble,
and it too, inevitably bursts and is no more.
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…In English, a very well-known idiom is used: ‘I don’t want to/
Sorry to burst your bubble.’ Like how quickly a bubble bursts, so
too, our enjoyments can abruptly come to an end, our hopes can
suddenly be dashed and our ‘dreams’ and plans can be shattered.
This is sometimes the consequences of our own heedlessness and
indulgence in sins.
We become so blinded by our love for material things that we,
ourselves, end up living in bubbles. Sometimes the bubble bursts
in our lifetime, right before our eyes: The wife or husband is
involved in an extra-marital relationship, or in gambling or other
vices, which inevitably causes the bubble to burst; or the son is
caught up in drugs or drink, or the daughter eloped with some
disreputable person, etc. and the bubble bursts. …May Allah Ta’ala
protect us all, but these are frequent incidents and happenings.
If not, then the bubble bursts in the form of death and a person
realises, at that point, that this world was just a dream. The world
has disappeared like a bubble which is no more. It was there and
now it is not. We were in the world, but now there is no world. We
have entered into the realm of Barzakh28. This reminds me of a
verse of poetry by our respected Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana
Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪ:
“The world appeared to be so glamorous.
Its reality dawned upon me only when I went to the grave;
That what I had seen all along was but a dream,
What I had heard all along was but a tale.”

28 Barzakh: Phase of existence between the life of this world and the Hereafter; beginning
from death until the Day of Judgment.
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Allah Ta’ala reminds and cautions us:
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“YOU PREFER THE WORLDLY LIFE (TO THE HEREAFTER), WHEREAS THE
HEREAFTER IS BEST AND EVER-LASTING.”
[SURAH AL-A'LA : 16-17]
W
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“O MANKIND, INDEED THE PROMISE OF ALLAH IS TRUTH, SO LET NOT
THE WORLDLY LIFE DELUDE YOU AND BE NOT DECEIVED ABOUT ALLAH BY
THE DECEIVER (SHAYTAAN).”
[SURAH FAATIR 35 :5]

The easiest way to remedy the heart of the sickness of HubbudDunya and the Ghaflat which accompanies Hubbud-Dunya is to
keep the company of the Ahlullah. Their hearts have been purified
of the vestiges of this lowly world and it is only the Love of Allah
Ta’ala and His Rasul 1 which occupies their hearts. Their
connection is with the heavens, although they are on earth. Their
condition has been beautifully encapsulated in the following
words:
“In this world they resided – yet devoid of worldly ties.
In its oceans they have been submerged – yet no wetness
touched their clothes.”
It is in their Suhbat, that our connection with Dunya will wane and
diminish, and our connection with Aakhirah will be established,
Insha-Allah. We will understand the beautiful Hadith of Rasulullah
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1:

“Verily, the world has been created for you and you
have been created for the Hereafter.”29

We will then make use of the worldly commodities, but will not
give our hearts to them; rather we will use them to acquire the
best of the Hereafter.
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding of this worldly life and
the Taufeeq of preparing for the Hereafter.

29

Tambeehul Ghaafileen
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10 | 6000+ SIGNS TO REACH ALLAH TA’ALA

THE WORD AAYAH is commonly translated as “verse” but it
means “sign”. There are more than 6000 Aayaat in the Qur’aan
Sharief. These Aayaat are signs from Allah Ta’ala, which offer us
direction to the Zaat (Being) of Allah Ta’ala. …The Qur’aan
Sharief leads us to the beautiful destination of Allah Ta’ala’s
Ma’rifah, ‘Ishq and Pleasure.
As an example: We are currently in Azaadville. If we want to
travel to Johannesburg, which is towards the east of Azaadville,
we will have to follow the respective signboards to reach
Johannesburg. If a person wants to reach any other city, he will
have to follow the relevant signboards to reach that
city. …Similarly, from every Aayah of the Qur’aan Sharief, one
gets direction to Allah Ta’ala.
Alhamdulillah, with Allah Ta’ala’s Fadhl and great Ihsaan, when we
commenced learning the Qur’aan Sharief, we read it by looking
inside (Naazirah), thereafter we memorised some Surahs, and went
on to become Huffaaz of the Qur’aan Sharief. Alhamdulillah, Allah
Ta’ala then opened another special door to more of His Bounties
and Blessings – by guiding us to the Darul Uloom and we
commenced the ‘Aalim course. There, with Allah Ta’ala’s Fadhl, we
went further in learning the Qur’aan Sharief; studying the translation
and the Tafaaseer (commentaries). Alhamdulillah, on completing,
many then teach the Qur’aan Sharief to others. …Very sadly, despite
being blessed with all of these great bounties, and having this link to
the Qur’aan Sharief, many of us have not found Allah Ta’ala and
have not recognised Allah Ta’ala.
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To illustrate: A person undertakes a journey. In spite of many
signboards that are placed strategically, offering directions, he
gets lost. He also has a GPS to show him the correct route but he
still finds himself lost. He then asks someone for directions and
the person gives him directions, pointing out land marks enroute,
and informing him where to turn right, turn left, etc. The person
also draws a sketch with details and landmarks, and keeps in
contact with the person via the cell-phone, to ensure that the
person is on the right course. If the person does not reach his
destination after all of this information and all of these directions,
what would we say of the person?
…Of course, this is not like the case of the person who was lost in
KwaZulu Natal and stopped to ask someone for directions. The
person said: “Turn right at the second traffic light, left at the stop
street, continue ahead and get lost!”
Like a comprehensive map, the Qur’aan Sharief outlines and
details the route to Allah Ta’ala, to Najaat (salvation) and to
Jannah. From Allah Ta’ala’s side, He has given us 6000+ signs so
that we do not get lost. In many places in the Qur’aan Sharief,
Allah Ta’ala uses the plural, ‘Aayaat’. Together with this beautiful
guidance, everything around us, including ourselves and every part
of our bodies, are signs to recognise Allah Ta’ala.
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“ON THE EARTH ARE SIGNS FOR THOSE OF ASSURED FAITH, AS ALSO IN
YOUR OWN SELVES: WILL YOU NOT THEN SEE?”
[SURAH AZ-ZAARIYAAT 51 : 20/21]
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…The morning, the evening, the mountains, the seas; our waking
up and our sleeping are all magnificent signs of Allah Ta’ala!
Allah Ta’ala gives us clear and detailed directions and repeatedly
reminds us so that we may stay on course; that we do not
mistakenly take any wrong turns – and that we reach Him in the
easiest, safest and quickest way. If we have not found Allah Ta’ala,
we have not recognised Allah Ta’ala, there is definitely some
failing from our side.
We should reflect over the efforts we make in giving up sins…
because sins are like concrete walls, which separate us from Allah
Ta'ala. They block our path to Allah Ta'ala. They block our access
to the Qurb (closeness) and Ma'rifah (recognition) of Allah Ta'ala.
...If we want to reach Allah Ta’ala, we will have to undertake
some Mujahadah30 against the nafs and we will have to give up
our sins.
We should also reflect over the intentions that we have when
reading the Qur’aan Sharief or teaching the Qur’aan Sharief. The
Qur’aan Sharief is Hidayah – so we should be seeking its
guidance; it is Ma’rifah and Qurb of Allah Ta’ala – so we should be
seeking Allah Ta’ala’s Ma’rifah and Qurb; it is Noor and Rahmah,
and it is Shifa (cure) from all physical and spiritual ailments – so
we should be seeking Noor, Rahmah and Shifa, and all of its
blessings.
Hadhrat Hasan Basri ِ َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ ﻋَﻠَﻴْﻪhad said: “O son of Aadam, how will
your heart be softened by the recitation of Qur'aan Sharief if all
you read for, is to reach the end of the Surah?” …Similarly, how
30

Mujahadah : striving / struggle
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will we take the guidance of the Qur’aan Sharief, acquire the
Ma’rifah of Allah Ta’ala and follow the wonderful directions that
the Qur’aan Sharief offers, if, from our side, there is no sincere
intention or aspiration and we do not practise upon it?
With the bounties of Hidayah and Ma’rifah, a person also
becomes Mukhlis (sincere). He realises that Allah Ta’ala alone
rewards on good deeds and that Allah Ta’ala is the One who is
Most Appreciative (Ash-Shakoor). Allah Ta’ala appreciates,
accepts and rewards the smallest good deeds with unlimited
appreciation. This will be manifest in Jannah, with its everlasting
bounties. When there is this good understanding, the person will
naturally carry out his actions solely for the pleasure of Allah
Ta’ala. When there is Ma’rifah, the person recognises and
understands his own insignificance. Takabbur (pride), Ujub
(conceit / vanity) and Riyaa (ostentation) will, Insha-Allah, depart
from the heart.
In the physical journeys of this world, even with a map, people
sometimes require a guide – someone who knows the territory
very well and who will facilitate ease due to his experience and
his knowledge of the landscape, the dangers, etc. and who can be
a means of protection from mistakes or disasters. Whilst we have
the Qur’aan Sharief with its beautiful signs from Allah Ta’ala, so
that we may traverse and travel this journey towards Allah Ta’ala
and reach Allah Ta’ala, this journey also becomes easy when we
have a guide. …Rasulullah 1 explained the great signs of
Allah Ta’ala and practically demonstrated to us how to follow
these great signs. After him, were his Noble Companions َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢ
and thereafter, their Companions – until we have our present day
‘Ulama-e-Haq and our Mashaa'ikh – who teach us, remind us and
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point out to us the Signs of Allah Ta'ala, so that we remain on
Siratul Mustaqeem (the Straight Path) and reach our destination
safely.
In the Ahadith, Rasulullah 1 encouraged seeking a
companion before undertaking a journey ... so that we may have
a companion who offers us help and support. In this journey to
Allah Ta'ala, traversing spiritual realms, we should seek a
companion as well. The Sheikh-e-Kaamil31 proves to be a
wonderful companion and assistant. He is experienced in
traveling the spiritual terrain towards Allah Ta’ala and will be a
means of protection, reassurance and success for the travellers to
Allah Ta'ala.
The great bounties of the Ma’rifah and Love of Allah Ta’ala are
easily obtained through the company of the Auliya Allah32. In their
noble company, we will enjoy the splendid treasures of the
Qur’aan Sharief and will truly appreciate the wonderful, beautiful
and great signs of Allah Ta’ala. We will also experience how each
Aayah delivers us closer and closer to Allah Ta’ala!
May Allah Ta’ala grant us all the full blessings of the Qur’aan
Sharief and the Taufeeq of practising on it entirely.

31
32

Shaykh-e-Kaamil: An accomplished Spiritual guide
Auliya Allah : Friends of Allah (Ta’ala)
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11 | THE NEED TO BECOME REAL MUSLIMS

IN NURSERY SCHOOL OR PRE-SCHOOL, little children are given
pictures to colour in. If a child is given a picture of a lion to colour
in, the child will not be afraid of the picture. In fact, the little child
may take a pencil and poke the lion in its eye, or may take a pair of
scissors and cut off its tail or head – or may squash or tear the
picture of the lion – because it is just paper. …This is only being
presented as an analogy. It is not offering any concession for
animate pictures, which we are forbidden to draw or take
photographs of.
A picture of a lion does not create any fear or disturbance to the
heart, because it is understood that it is only a picture. Then we
have the lion which is kept caged in a zoo. The authorities of the
zoo keep a sign on the outside of the cage: “DO NOT INTERFERE
WITH THE LION.” This is because the lion is real. Despite the lion
being a real, living lion, there is not much fear because the lion is
caged. Children are also not scared of such a lion. In fact, some
children may throw stones at the lion and say: ‘See, I’m so brave!’
…It matters little to them if the lion is annoyed, because the lion is
fenced in and locked up.
And then we have the lion who reigns as the king of the jungle.
…The lion is known as the king of the jungle because he
overpowers all other animals. This lion moves freely, creating fear
in animals as well as humans. His strength and supremacy is
recognised by all. No one dares to interfere or provoke this lion for
fear of being the next meal of the lion!
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Considering this example, we can draw similarities to what we
Muslims have become today. Today, we are ‘picture Muslims’.
Take a glance at the condition of the Ummah. …The land of
Muslims is dyed with the blood of the Muslims. …The land of the
Muslims carries the severe burden of the torture and suffering of
the Muslims. …The tears of the Muslims have drenched their own
land, whilst hundreds of thousands of slain Muslims lie in the belly
of the earth. The Muslim land has become a mass burial ground
for the Muslims themselves – whether in Syria, Palestine, Egypt,
Burma, Africa or elsewhere. Thousands and thousands of refugees
are lost to the waters of the seas. Millions of lives are shattered
and hearts weigh heavy with grief.
The enemies fearlessly persecute and imprison our brothers, rape
our sisters, and happily kill our innocent children – without care,
concern or any conscience. There is oppression, repression and
injustice which just increases and intensifies. There is no escaping
the sight of the suffering Ummah. We are living in a world filled
with injustice and oppression.
However, this scenario, which we are witnessing, throughout the
Muslim world, is the consequence of our own actions. We are to
be blamed. We moved away from Dien and we moved away from
the Sunnah of our Beloved Rasul 1. There is no reality of
Dien in our lives; rather there is just the pursuit of Dunya at the
expense of Dien and Aakhirah. Hubbud Dunya (love of the world)
has consumed us – has made us ghaafil (negligent) and has
brought disgrace upon us. Today, we are a feast for the enemies of
Islam. It is related in a Hadith that Rasulullah 1 said: “The
people (disbelieving nations) will soon summon one another to
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attack you as people, when eating, invite others to share their
food.”
Someone asked: “Will that be because of our small numbers at
that time?”
He 1 replied: “No, you will be numerous at that time, but
you will be froth and scum like that carried down by a torrent (of
water), and Allah will take the fear of you out from the hearts of
your enemy and cast Al-Wahn into your hearts.”
Someone asked: “O Messenger of Allah, what is Al-Wahn?”
He 1 replied: “Love for the world and dislike for death.”33
A ‘picture Muslim’ is like a picture lion; there is no reality. In fact,
so many cannot be recognised as ‘picture Muslims’. Many have
discarded the way of Islam and have adopted the dressing and
culture of the non-Muslims: The culture of Hollywood and
Bollywood. The affinity and resemblance is with our own enemies
– but we do not recognise our enemies. And if a person does not
recognise his enemy, then what precaution will he take? …None.
Yet Allah Ta’ala has warned us, cautioned us and identified our
enemies for us. ‘Fore-warned is fore-armed’. But our folly is that
we see the mask of friendship, the guise of comradeship and we
think that these are sincere friends.
We will not be able escape the stranglehold of the disbelievers’
oppression until we submit to Allah Ta’ala, until we conform to the
teachings of Islam and we follow the way of Rasulullah 1.
33

Abu Dawood and Ahmad
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This is the solution. There is no other solution.
We need the reality of Islam in our lives if we want positive
change. We need to become real Muslims – in the real sense of
the word. …How often we read of our Muslim brothers as well as
our sisters who are unjustly imprisoned … who are captive because
they are Muslims. They are like the real lions which are caged.
Whilst our brothers languish in the prisons of this world, many of
us languish in the prison of nafs and shaytaan – and the prisoner
of nafs and shaytaan, is more helpless than the one who is
imprisoned by the enemies of Islam. The Muslim prisoners of
Guantanamo Bay and other places are Mazloom (oppressed).
Despite their outward helplessness, they have Allah Ta’ala on their
side. The one who is a prisoner of nafs and shaytaan, due to his
sins, is deprived of Allah Ta’ala’s Mercy and assistance, until he
makes sincere Taubah.
By Allah, we can go and stand before the United Nations – over a
billion Muslims – pleading and crying for help. Help will not come.
In fact, the United Nations is no comrade and no well-wisher of
the Muslims. We can turn to the governments of the world for
assistance and aid, but they cannot do anything to alleviate our
plight. In fact, they desire the destruction of the Muslim Ummah
although they show a face of friendship and offer some superficial
humanitarian aid. …We have enemies on the outside; we have
enemies on the inside, and we have ourselves – and we cause
more harm to ourselves than others.
The need is for us – the Muslim Ummah at large – to go and stand
in the Court of Allah Ta’ala and plead to Him, cry before Him and
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sincerely repent for all our sins. This will invite the mercy of Allah
Ta’ala. We have to turn to the government of Allah Ta’ala for aid
and support – by becoming faithful and loyal to His Government. It
will only be then, that the Muslims will find the support of Allah
Ta’ala and will have, on their side, the Force and the Power and
the Might of Allah Ta’ala. With Allah Ta’ala’s assistance, the
Muslim Ummah will be able to overcome all of its enemies.
…Sadly, a large percentage of Muslims have become indifferent
and lax in Dien. There is little effort or no effort to mend our ways;
to submit to and implement the Commandments of Allah Ta’ala.
We remain aloof from Allah Ta’ala; yet Allah Ta’ala is All-Forgiving,
All-Merciful, Most Loving; full of compassion and kindness. Allah
Ta’ala is At-Tawwaab (The One who accepts repentance). If we
only return to Allah Ta’ala’s obedience, Allah Ta’ala will accept us,
forgive us, love us and assist us.
…Like the real and free lion, we have the real, living Muslim – free
from the clutches of the Kuffaar, free from the prison of nafs and
shaytaan, free from the prison of the love of this world. His
connection is with the Creator of the universe – Allah Ta’ala! He is
the vicegerent of Allah Ta’ala on earth – a king without a throne
and without a crown – living and breathing in the obedience of
Allah Ta’ala and His Rasul 1. He moves in the protection
of Allah Ta’ala, and he is assisted and supported by Allah Ta’ala –
because he is the friend of Allah Ta’ala.
Rasulullah 1 related a Hadith-e-Qudsi, wherein Allah
Ta’ala said: “…And the most beloved things with which My slave
comes nearer to Me, is what I have enjoined upon him; and My
slave keeps on coming closer to Me through performing Nawaafil
(praying or doing extra deeds besides what is obligatory) till I love
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him, so I become his sense of hearing with which he hears, and
his sense of sight with which he sees, and his hand with which he
grips, and his leg with which he walks; and if he asks Me, I will
give him, and if he asks My protection (Refuge), I will protect him
(i.e. give him My Refuge) ….”34
The enemies of Islam fear him because they know that he wields a
power that lays waste their efforts to destroy the Muslims – in
fact, their efforts to destroy mankind. He wields a power that
subjugates hearts to Allah Ta’ala. He is a king of hearts, and
wherever he goes; wherever he travels, the hearts of the creation
connect with Allah Ta’ala. He brightens the hearts of the creation
with the light that burns brightly in his heart – the Noor of Imaan.
Like moths drawn to a flame, hearts are drawn to the fire of Allah
Ta’ala’s Love, which burns strongly in his heart; and hearts are
ignited with Divine Love.
The enemies fear him, whilst others love him. He benefits the
creation and he guides them. He carries with him a key of unique
composition – The key of Hidayah (guidance), Ma’rifah (recognition
of Allah Ta’ala) and Ishq (Intense Love) – given by Allah Ta’ala –
which unlocks hearts, and which releases us from the prison of
nafs and shaytaan, and makes us like the free, living lions in the
jungles.
On a different level, if the real Muslim engages the enemy in
battle, he comes forth fearless of death – seeking death. This is a
lion. How many of us have this kind of spirit? How many of us have
the lion’s courage? …Look at the Mujahideen: Allahu Akbar! They
seek the honour of martyrdom, because they understand the
34
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reality of this worldly life. They have certainty of the Aakhirah and
they seek it. We run away; we shy away – we want to escape
because we have become so weak and cowardly. May Allah Ta’ala
have mercy upon us, forgive us, guide us and make us true, real
Muslims.
History bears testimony to men who walked on the earth, free,
and supported by Allah Ta’ala in every way: Hadhrat Hamza َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪ
was ‘Asadullah’ (The lion of Allah Ta’ala); Hadhrat Khalid bin
Waleed  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪwas ‘Saifullah’ (The Sword of Allah Ta’ala); Hadhrat

‘Umar  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪwas such a unique personality that Rasulullah
1 said: “O Ibn Khattaab, by the Divine Being in whose
hand is my life, if shaytaan sees you walking on any road, he will
leave that road and walk on another road.”35

On one occasion, the emperor Heraclius addressed a delegation of
Sahaba-e-Kiraam  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢand asked them for a description of the
ruling Khalifah, Hadhrat ‘Umar  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪ. A Sahabi  – َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪsimple in

dress and humble in demeanour – replied: “He neither deceives
nor can he be deceived.”
]'  -E  R In one, single statement he presented the character of the
Khalifah in a most befitting manner. The emperor was left
awestruck upon the reply. The emperor then addressed his
courtiers and noblemen and said: “These two qualities in their
leader have established his authority on the land: The entire
world cannot oppose a man in whom these two qualities exist.
That he does not deceive clearly indicates that he is a man of
exceptional piety and piety is the crown of kingship. That he
35
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cannot be deceived clearly indicates that he is a man of great
intelligence. A man blessed with such piety and intelligence will
dominate and rule over all!”
Similarly, all the Sahaba-e-Kiraam  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢwere like the lions who
are free, and they were people, whom Allah Ta’ala established as
His vicegerents on earth. Allah Ta’ala’s assistance was with the
Sahaba-e-Kiraam  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢwherever they went – because they
were obedient to Allah Ta’ala and His Messenger 1. If the
Ummah strives to be like the Sahaba-e-Kiraam  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢ, there
would be a revolution in the world, success will follow the Muslims
wherever they go, and the forces of Kufr will be subjugated for
good.
However, we need to start with ourselves. We need to make this
effort on ourselves – to free ourselves from the shackles of nafs
and shaytaan. This will only be so when we give up our sins and
strive in the obedience of Allah Ta’ala and implement, in our lives,
the beautiful Sunnah. Everyone has the potential to become the
friend of Allah Ta’ala. …Insha-Allah, by virtue of the Suhbat of the
Friends of Allah Ta’ala, we will be successful in this endeavour. We
too will find freedom and we too will become the friends of Allah
Ta’ala. We will become real, living Muslims. The Muslim Ummah
will be a force to be reckoned with.
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding, inspire us in His love,
such that we give up all sins and we eagerly seek His pleasure, in
His obedience.
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12 | APPRECIATE YOUR SPOUSE!

GENERALLY, HUSBANDS AND WIVES take each other for granted;
to the extent of being off-hand in speech, insensitive towards the
other’s feelings and ungrateful for whatever kindness the other
does. Sadly, sometimes, there is so much of pride that we cannot
even say “JazakAllah khayran”36 to the wife (or the husband)
when some kindness is shown, or apologise when wrong. Whilst,
we choose not to recognise the favours of the spouse, we are very
quick to identify the shortcomings and failings of the spouse.
Often, our fights stem from pride. From both sides, there is
unwillingness to acknowledge when in the wrong or seek
forgiveness. Many couples behave like little children and refuse to
talk to each other for days – usually, over petty or worldly
matters. The good character, humility, compassion and mercy of
the Muslim become non-existent. Long term, this attitude harms
the marriage since marriage involves two hearts – and not two
pieces of wood or steel or iron. …It is very important to deal with
each other with mercy, patience and appreciation. Look at the
good qualities in each other. Be patient with each other.
My advice to the brothers is that we are living with our wives, so
we should tolerate the little faults which they may have. We,
ourselves, are not angels who have come down from the heavens!
My advice to the sisters is that men have their faults. No one
denies this. However, women are also not angels.

36

JazakAllah khayran: May Allah reward you with goodness
58

Commonly, a wife rarely praises or thanks her husband. It is a
reality and also drawn from the Ahadith, that women incline
towards cursing and being unthankful to their husbands. Due to
these weaknesses, Rasulullah 1 enjoined upon women to
give charity and seek abundant forgiveness.37
…My humble observation is that generally women praise their
husbands twice. The first time is prior to marriage. She will boast
that she is getting married to so and so. If he is a Hafez, Qaari,
‘Aalim, Mufti, etc. – all of these titles impress her very much and
she thinks the world of the person she will be getting married to.
However, after marriage, these titles no longer hold any sway over
her. So whilst married to her, a person should not anticipate any
praises. Perhaps, the next time she will praise the husband is
when he dies and she outlives him. She may also praise her
husband in the presence of others, but it is very rare if she praises
him personally. …People may regard the husband to be pious and
a Waliyullah38 and they respect him, honour him, kiss his hands,
etc. However, the moment he enters the home, there is a very
different scenario which meets him.
At one time, my elderly aunt repeatedly called home to complain
about my uncle. They were very elderly and old age comes with a
different temperament and mood. Nevertheless, she insisted that
we resolve the issue, so we went there. Her list of complaints was
not ending. …What could I tell my uncle who was eighty years old?
We consoled her and said that we will make Dua. I also said that I
will speak to my uncle. After two months, my uncle passed away.
When we visited for Ta’ziyat (to console the bereaved), the same
37
38

Sahih Muslim, Hadith: 132
Waliyullah: Friend of Allah Ta’ala
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aunt said: “Abdul Hamid! I was married to your uncle for sixty
years and not once did he trouble me!”
…So a wife will praise her husband after his demise, perhaps in his
absence and perhaps when she wants him to buy something for
her.
For many, the loss of the spouse is that occasion which invites
great regret. This is the time when a person looks back and
realises that as a spouse, we did not play our part as we should
have. Where we could have presented flowers, we threw pots of
thorns. Where we could have offered sweetness in our words,
we flung out bitterness or ingratitude. Regret does not bring back
one’s spouse. So while they are alive, we should not delay in
expressing love and appreciation, and we should interact with
them with mercy and compassion.
The husband leaves home to earn his living and if he is mainly at
home, he leaves home, five times a day for the Masjid. We do not
know if we will see each other again, yet we do not care to make
amends or part on a gentle and loving note. Sometimes we go to
sleep angry with each other, not considering that there is no
certainty that there will be another opportunity to speak to each
other again.
If we look at the Sunnah, Rasulullah 1 would enter and
leave the home with the most pleasant expressions, always
smiling and greeting. And his wives also did not lose out the
opportunities of reciprocating his love and kindness. Take the
noble, exemplary example of Hadhrat Khadijah  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ َﻬﺎ: Although
much older, her love, gentleness, support and appreciation were
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manifest in her unrelenting and sincere Khidmat to Rasulullah
1. Despite being a wealthy, independent woman, she
graciously assisted Rasulullah 1 and sacrificed for Dien, in
all ways. Rasulullah 1 said regarding his beloved wife,
Hadhrat Khadijah  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ َﻬﺎ: “She believed in me when no one else
did; she accepted Islam when people rejected me; and she
assisted me when there was no one else to lend me a helping
hand.”39 …This is the kind of wife a man seeks in life; someone
who will support and assist him, especially in Dien and in
preparation for the Aakhirah.
Many Ahadith point to the rights of the husbands – and similarly,
many other Ahadith highlight and emphasise the rights of the
wives. Alhamdulillah, there is a beautiful balance established by
Islam and there is harmony when we follow through practically on
Dien and Sunnah. …So husbands have to play their part as well.
Many are inattentive or neglectful when it comes to their wives
and families. Sadly, some are abusive towards their wives. Allah
Ta’ala has interceded on behalf of wives, by instructing husbands
to live with them with kindness.
P
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“…LIVE WITH THEM ON A FOOTING OF KINDNESS AND EQUITY…”
[SURAH AN-NISAA 4 : 19]

Rasulullah 1 said: “The most complete Believers are
those who have the best character, and the best of you are those
who are the best to their wives”40

39
40

Musnad Ahmad, Vol.6 pg.118, also see Fathul Bari, Hadith: 3818
Sunan Tirmidhi and Sahih Ibn Hibban
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In our time, our Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔset an extremely noble example of a
Akhtar Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
husband; always concerned about the well-being and comfort of
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔvisited us in South
his wife. Whenever Hadhrat Moulana ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ
Africa, it was his habit to call his wife repeatedly during the Safr
(journey), to enquire about her health, well-being, etc. And he
would speak to her with kindness and compassion.
In the latter part of his life, before suffering a stroke, Hadhrat
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔundertook a journey for ‘Umrah and Ziyarah. On
Moulana ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
arrival in Makkah Sharief, the ‘Umrah was just completed when
Hadhrat received a phone call from Karachi and was informed that
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad only
his wife had been admitted into hospital. Hadhrat ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
arrived in Makkah Sharief a few hours earlier, but immediately
booked the next available flight to Karachi. Since there were some
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔtook a flight to Madinah
hours before departure, Hadhrat ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
Shareef, made Salaam at the Raudha Mubarak, flew back to
Jeddah, boarded the flight to Karachi and within hours was at the
hospital, to offer his wife support, care and comfort. One can
imagine the happiness that filled her heart and the appreciation
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔat her side. Allahu Akbar!
when she saw Hadhrat ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
If only we could take lesson: It is immensely rewarding to put
happiness in the heart of a Muslim. The rewards would be far
greater, when the husband is making his wife happy and vice versa.
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔcomposed some loving words, in praise of his wife –
Hadhrat ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
in their old age. The translation of which is:
“O my dearest wife,
You are sweeter than sugar,
and beautiful like a doll…”
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ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔwas so particular about the fulfilment of the rights
Hadhrat ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

of women and taking good care of wives, that when anyone
requested permission to spend time in the Khanqah, Hadhrat
would first enquire about the condition of the wife and family, the
arrangements made for their food, comfort, ease, etc. On one
occasion, a brother, from another country, visited the Khanqah in
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ. In
Karachi, with the intention to spend time with Hadhrat ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ
conversation, he requested Hadhrat’s Dua for his wife, who was
due to have a baby. When Hadhrat was informed that the baby
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔinstructed the person to
was expected any day, Hadhrat ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ
return home immediately, and offer his wife support in her hour
of need. ...So husbands should also adopt this care and concern,
mercy and compassion. May Allah Ta’ala grant us the Taufeeq.
On any shortcomings, there should be patience. Rasulullah
said: “No man should bear ill-will towards a believing
woman, for if he resents some trait in her, he might be pleased
with some other trait in her.”41

1

THE HARM OF EVIL GLANCES
One very common cause for not appreciating one’s wife – to the
extent of disliking and staying away from her – is the sin of casting
lustful glances at strange women – ghair-mahareem42.
When a person looks at other women, his own wife loses appeal
to him. He sometimes cannot stand to look at his wife, let alone
41

Abu Dawood
ghair-mahareem: plural of ghair-mahram: one whom a person could marry at some stage of
his or her life.

42

63

spend time with her and express love to her. There is then no
appreciation because the person is constantly comparing his wife
with other women. This sin leads him further into sins.
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad said that casting
Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ

lustful gazes is the sickness and disease of foolish people. There is
no good and no gain in this habit. The person only activates
restlessness and turmoil in his heart. …Whoever is meant to be his
wife, will be for him. Allah Ta’ala has already decreed her. So
when the matter is decided already, it is only a foolish person who
will waste his life casting lustful gazes at strange women, amassing
sins with each gaze and earning the displeasure and curse of Allah
Ta’ala.
Rasulullah 1 said: “Allah curses the one who looks and
the one at whom the gaze is directed (i.e. the one who was
responsible for attracting the attention of a ghair-mahram).”43
There has to be some effort made to lower the gaze. We should
completely avoid looking at other women, at billboards with
pictures of women, social media accounts which have pictures of
women, etc. We will have to avoid all of that. In this manner, we
keep our gazes pure and we keep our thoughts pure. If the gaze
and thoughts are kept pure and clean, then Wallaah, Allah Ta’ala
will make one’s wife look like a Hoor of Jannah. …If a person
‘closes’ his eyes to Haraam and ‘opens’ his eyes to Halaal (i.e. his
wife) – he will find his wife to be the most beautiful. His wife will
be the coolness of his eyes. There will be no question of looking at
other women.

43

Shu’abul Imaan, Hadith: 7399
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Surprisingly, these days, the same weakness of evil glancing is
found in many women. Women, who were, once upon a time, so
bashful that they would not raise their gazes to a strange man,
now write that they find no attraction to their husbands. And they
too acknowledge that they admire other men, interact with other
men, view them on television, at sports matches, etc. They then
compare these strange men with their husbands and become
dissatisfied in their marriages.
From both sides, there is this disloyalty and infidelity – which
creates a huge chasm between husband and wife. There is no love
and no mercy between the two, and there is no enjoyment in their
marriage. These are the consequences of the very serious crime of
lustful glances and free interaction with the opposite gender. May
Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding.
In lowering one’s gaze, there is protection of one’s marriage, one’s
chastity, one’s happiness and one’s peace of mind. The ruling of
lowering the gaze is directed to men and women, married or
unmarried. Allah Ta’ala instructs the believing men and believing
women:
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“TELL THE BELIEVING MEN TO LOWER THEIR GAZE
(FROM LOOKING AT THAT WHICH IS HARAAM) AND TO BE MODEST (I.E. TO
PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM PROHIBITED DEEDS LIKE ADULTERY AND
FORNICATION, ETC.). THAT IS PURER FOR THEM. VERILY ALLAH IS AWARE
OF WHAT THEY DO.”
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“AND TELL THE BELIEVING WOMEN TO LOWER THEIR GAZE
(FROM LOOKING AT THAT WHICH IS FORBIDDEN) AND TO BE MODEST (I.E. TO
PROTECT THEMSELVES FROM PROHIBITED DEEDS LIKE ADULTERY,
FORNICATION, ETC.) AND NOT TO SHOW OFF THEIR BEAUTY EXCEPT ONLY
THAT WHICH IS APPARENT AND LET THEM WEAR THEIR HEAD-COVERINGS
OVER THEIR BOSOMS…”
[SURAH AN-NOOR 24 : 29/ 30]

Both husband and wife need to work together towards earning
Allah Ta’ala’s Pleasure and establishing the Sunnah in their
marriage. Both will have to give up all sins. By doing so, there will
be success and happiness in marriage.
May Allah Ta’ala give us true appreciation for the bounty and
blessing of our spouses and the Taufeeq of good treatment to
them.
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13 | UNDERSTANDING SECULAR EDUCATION

WHEN I WAS LECTURING at the Rand Afrikaans University, a
professor, who was head of the department, mentioned to me,
during a conversation: “The day the Primary Level Religious
Institutions (Makaatib) do not exist, the Muslim community will
exist as a professional community and as a business community –
but they will not exist as a Muslim community anymore.”
It was at that point that I realised the agenda and planning of the
enemies of Islam. They were systematically trying to break down
the structure of Dien, which had been established in South Africa.
Their foremost effort was and is to draw the Muslims to their
secular institutions – primary, secondary and tertiary – where they
would break down the individual’s Dien – until the mind-set, the
lifestyle and the beliefs become secular! Then we would be
Muslim in name, but not in identity and not in our outlook –
perhaps not even in belief. May Allah Ta’ala protect us all.
This is what we see today: The modern, secular-educated Muslim
lives a life which is not aligned to the Qur’aan and Sunnah, in the
true sense. There is a wide chasm created between the individual
and true Islam. This is the effort of secularists in their quest to
alienate all of mankind from religion. …Due to these efforts, a
modern, “moderate” and “adapted” form of Islam is
accommodated by many secular-educated Muslims, where the
trends and ways of other cultures are also embraced. Many
customs, which have no affiliation with Islam and are prohibited,
are legitimised. Intermingling of sexes, adopting the dress and the
ways of the disbelievers, etc. are proof of the outcome of secular
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education. The ‘Ulama are considered outdated and orthodox and
are criticised for holding onto what has passed on from generation
to generation of the pure and pristine Dien of Islam. ...On listening
to the professor, I understood that the university – and
other such western, secular institutions of learning – had a specific
and detailed strategy to harm the Muslim community. I thus
resigned from the post of lecturing.
It should be understood that worldly education is permissible in
Islam. This is not objectionable. It is a fact that Muslims have been
pioneers and forerunners in the field of science, medicine,
mathematics, etc. They were great inventors. Their contribution to
the progress and advancement of mankind is distinct. The
knowledge that is being rejected is that knowledge which
deliberately aims at cutting man off from religion and from his
Creator. This is the knowledge which has been given the name,
“secular” – by its architects.
If a person has to do a little research, then just the definition of
secularism exposes the aim of secularists. Secularism is a system
which removes and rejects all forms of religious faith and worship.
Secularism demands that religion – if it is believed in – should be a
private affair and not a public one – and that religion should play
no part in education or politics. Most secularists are themselves
atheists. One article explained: “They (secularists) think that the
religious schools are divisive (incompatible), and damage the
prospects of a harmonious and diverse society.”
It follows that their efforts will be to eradicate religious
institutions. This is being done by engrossing man in the pursuit of
materialism, entertainment and anything that diverts his attention
68

from religion or wanting to be religious. Man becomes far
removed from the religious institutions until he sees no need for
religion and no need for religious institutions.
The Darul Ulooms are the bastions, the strongholds of Dien. They
are the forts of Islam. It is in the Darul Uloom that we find Dien
being taught, comprehensively, meticulously and fully. The ‘Ulama
are the shields of Islam; they are a great means of protection for
the Ummah, preserving Islam in its pristine purity. The Maktab is
the backbone of the Ummah and establishes a strong faith in Allah
Ta’ala. Tauheed44, Risaalat45 and Aakhirah46, which are the
principles of Dien, are well-grounded in our children. This spiritual
nurturing is what assists in making them firm and strong Believers
in Allah Ta’ala. …Wherever, in the world, there is no establishment
of the Maktab system, no effort on Dien, no work of Dien, then the
people, children and future generations there, easily stray from
Dien.
We see, in our own society, how the secular institutions – that is,
the non-Muslim institutions of learning – keep our children fully
occupied in everything other than Dien. They have extra-curricular
or extramural activities, excursions, week-end programmes, etc.
They have various events and functions, which are designed to
consume the time of the student and the parents. As a result, our
Muslim children are greatly hindered from attending the Maktab
and Madrasah on a daily and regular basis. In this manner, our
children are kept away from connecting with Dien and improving
in their Dien.
44

Tauheed : The Oneness of Allah Ta'ala
Risaalat : The mission of the Messengers (in conveying the message of Dien)
46
Aakhirah : The Hereafter
45
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Parents look to give their children the best secular education; they
may consider the prestige and status of attending or boarding at
secular institutions, but sadly, they do not look at the
repercussions to the Dien and Imaan of their children. And there is
no doubt that this kind of education is at the great cost of our
children’s Dien – if only we would take understanding. We are
dealing with different cases and we are seeing the results. Often,
very little effort is made for Dien, yet a great deal of time is given
to and huge amounts of money are spent for secular education.
This neglect of our children’s Dieni education is extremely
damaging to their Imaan.
We may not see this today or tomorrow. Secularists have a longterm strategy. Over the twelve years of schooling and thereafter
the years of tertiary education, they groom, they tutor and they
prepare students in such a way, that when they complete their
education or when they graduate, they leave the institutions with
a secular mind, with material aspirations and ambitions, and
generally, with an aversion to religion – because religion is played
out as a system that restricts, impedes and is obsolete, whereas
secular education promotes freedom on every level and invites
towards material success. They train them to fit into a western,
secular society, into a system where they are merely pawns – used
to support and strengthen the system, where religion is not
allowed to feature.
Recently, I met a young Muslim brother who is studying at a
tertiary institution. In conversation, I enquired of him, what
subjects he was studying and he mentioned history. So I asked him
regarding the history of mankind. He replied: “Darwin’s theory of
evolution. We come from an ape…”
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He honestly believed that his ancestors were apes or monkeys.
When I asked him about the creation of the universe, he
responded: “The big bang theory…” . These beliefs 47 > @') [ "' -!'  ;: -!'
are in total conflict with Imaan and Islam. In fact, it is Kufr –
because Allah Ta’ala has already explained the creation of man in
the Qur`aan Sharief. Darwin’s theory is a rejection of the Qur’aan
Sharief. Sadly, the brother did not see anything wrong with what
he had been taught, until then. …This is one of so many cases that
we have dealt with.
The false belief that man has evolved from an ape is indoctrinated
in the minds of people. Many, who are from good Muslim homes,
also subscribe to this belief. Today, Darwinism, evolution and the
big bang theory are taught in pre-schools, in primary, secondary
and tertiary institutions. These ideologies are impressed in the
minds of our children, and as a result, so many are very confused
in their beliefs.
…Our Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad said, negating this senseless theory: “Why is it that we
ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
do not see the process of evolution in the present day monkeys
and apes? There are thousands of apes, but we do not see this
process of evolution occurring in them.”
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ
One person requested Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔsaid:
to refute the theory of evolution. Hadhrat Moulana ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
“Everyone has the right to claim his lineage. If these adherents of

47

َ ْ َ  ِا ﱠﻧﺎ ِ ﱣ ِ َ ﱠ: To Allah we belong and to Him is our return.
اﺟ ُﻌ ْﻮن
ِ  و ِاﻧﺎ ِاﻟﻴ ِﮫ ر
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Darwinism are proud that their ancestry and origin goes back to an
ape, then let them be. That is the ancestry that they wish to align
themselves to! Alhamdulillah, we believe, with certainty, that we
are from the progeny of Hadhrat Aadam  َﻋ ْﻠﻴ ِﻪ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼم, and that Allah
Ta’ala created Aadam  َﻋ ْﻠﻴ ِﻪ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼم.” …The advocates of Darwinism are
happy to announce and publicise that their fore-fathers were apes.
We are honoured and grateful that our fore-father was Hadhrat
Aadam  َﻋ ْﻠﻴ ِﻪ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼم, a Nabi of Allah Ta’ala.
These ideologies are described as theories: Darwin’s Theory of
Evolution, The Big Bang Theory, etc. A theory is merely speculation
… a suggestion, a guess, an assumption. It is unconfirmed. The
knowledge of Qur’aan Shareef is absolute. There is no doubt in it.
Allah Ta’ala states in the Qur’aan Shareef:
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“WE HAVE CERTAINLY CREATED MAN IN THE BEST OF STATURE;”
[SURAH AT-TEEN 95 : 4 ]

In Surah Al-Israa, Allah Ta’ala says:
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“AND WE HAVE CERTAINLY HONOURED THE CHILDREN OF AADAM…”
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“…AND PREFERRED THEM ABOVE MANY OF THOSE WHOM WE CREATED,
WITH (DEFINITE) PREFERENCE.”
[SURAH AL-ISRAA 17 : 70 ]
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ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad said that the
Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
people censure and slate the ‘Ulama regarding their stance on
secular education. However, the ‘Ulama are looking at the
consequences of the modern secular curriculum and have
therefore adopted this position. They are against that education
which leads to rejection of Dien and which leads to
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad said that were we to take
atheism. Hadhrat Moulana ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

note of what is actually happening, we would observe that
generally, modern, secular-educated people are unconcerned
about Salaah, about maintaining their identity as a Muslim, and
they do not heed other commandments of Shari'ah. They may go
against it, criticise it, and even proclaim Islam to be regressing and
out-dated. . …Of course, there are exceptions.48F"Q%  J ;: ? Q  > 
Those ‘Ulama were blessed with foresight and understood the
purpose of the introduction of western secular education. Without
Dieni education, the western secular system asserts and
establishes an “Anti-God”, “Anti-Religion” frame of mind. And we
should understand that without Dien and without Imaan, Jannah
is lost. The consequences are far reaching and extremely grave.
The Hereafter is the destination and there are only two places of
residence: Jannah or Jahannum. The opportunity of this worldly
life is not given to us to secure Dunya. It is to secure the Pleasure
of Allah Ta'ala and salvation in the Hereafter.
Reflect for a while: What accompanies us when we depart from
this world? With the exception of a shroud, none of our material
possessions, no matter how beloved, will be taken with us. What
will be taken are our deeds. When the reality of death manifests
48

ٰ
َُُْ ﱣ
ﺎ ِﻣ ْﻦ ذ ِﻟﻚ
ِ  ﻌﻮذ ِﺑNa-uzu Billahi min zaalik: We seek Allah’s protection from that.
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itself and the door to the Hereafter is opened, then our worldly
qualifications and degrees won't matter, but our faith will be all
that matters. So we need to prioritise, here and now, without any
delay, if we want the best of both worlds – for ourselves and for
our children.
May Allah Ta'ala grant us the understanding as well as the concern
regarding our Dieni education and that of our children.
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14 | THE HARMS OF SECULAR EDUCATION AND INSTITUTES

PRESENTLY, WE FIND that many learned people, including some
‘Ulama, Mashaa’ikh and pious people, make allowances for and
encourage secular education and attending the colleges and
universities. They stipulate conditions such as: Not getting involved
in sins and any immoral behaviour, maintaining one’s identity as a
Muslim, performing Salaah, and so forth. However, dealing with so
many cases, we find that good Muslim children, with good Dieni
upbringing, from good homes and Dieni families, also become
victims to the environment – whether at the high schools or at the
tertiary institutes. They get caught up in fornication, abortions,
marriage to non-Muslims, atheism, homosexuality, Shi’ism,
Qadianism, etc. These are the incidents that are brought to us –
when the damage is done. And presently, there is an escalation
and surge of such cases.
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad related
My Ustaadh, Hafez Muhammad Salloo Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
that a father requested Dua for his young daughter. He was
sending her to the UK, to study medicine. The father requested
Dua that Allah Ta’ala protects her from all evils and harm since she
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ
would be alone in a foreign country. Hadhrat Hafez Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ

said to the father: “You are telling me that you want to send your
daughter out in the pouring rain and I must make Dua that she
must not get wet. If she goes out in the rain, she will get
wet!” …And being alone in a foreign country, or in another part of
the country, leaves her without the “umbrella” of a Mahram, to
offer her protection.
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If there is a young and beautiful, tender and healthy buck in front
of a hungry lion, then even if you were to give a lecture to the lion
that it must not eat the buck; that advice will not mean anything to
the lion. The lion only sees a delicious meal before him, which he
will devour. We send our children into the universities and colleges
– this is akin to sending them into the lion’s den – except that
these universities and colleges are shaytaan’s dens. And we have
seen so many devoured by the environment – not only losing their
Hayaa and chastity, but their Imaan as well.
Recently, a girl, from a very Dieni family, was sent to a foreign
country to study. When she was returning home for a holiday, she
asked her parents if she could bring her friend along. They agreed,
not realising that her friend was a male, whom she was involved
with and living with. On seeing him and being informed of the illicit
relationship, they refused to accommodate any Haraam in their
home. Despite the Dieni upbringing that had been given, the girl
refused to take understanding, saying that there was no way she
would end the illicit relationship. She chose to leave her family and
chose to live in sin. The parents were naturally devastated. These
kinds of incidents are no longer rare occurrences; rather they are
becoming more and more common, and often, this is the outcome
of the university and college environment.
A doctor from Welkom mentioned to me that after his son
completed high school, he took him to one of the universities to
register him for his tertiary education. On seeing how degenerative
and immoral the environment at the university had become, he
decided against enrolling his son. He said to me: “If I send my son
to university, I will be paying thousands of Rands to send him to
Jahannum. I will be signing a cheque to dispatch my son to the
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fire of Hell.” …This was the observation and realisation of a
medical doctor. Alhamdulillah, he had the good understanding that
this tertiary secular education is not worth anything if it meant
that his son lost his connection with Dien and lost his Aakhirah.
One brother asked me for advice regarding his son’s education. I
said that he should enrol his son in a Darul Uloom and make him
an ‘Aalim. Insha-Allah, this will invite success and honour in both
worlds – for the son and for the parents. The father was not keen
on this, so I suggested that he should have his son join him in the
business. The father’s inclination was a university education and
that was the decision of the father and son. Later, it was brought
to our attention that the son was influenced by Shias and was
propagating Shi’ism at the university he was attending. May Allah
Ta'ala save us all.
Another incident was of a person, who boldly and happily
announced to Muslim students, at one of the South African
universities, that he had been a Muslim, gave up Islam, is an
atheist and a homosexual. The university life and secular education
took from him … and many others like him … everything of value.
That environment is a catalyst towards extinguishing the light of
Imaan; fleecing a person of his natural qualities of modesty and
shame, and it throws a person in the dark pits of sins and
immorality. May Allah Ta’ala guide us all.
We should remember that worldly knowledge is necessary to the
extent of its necessity and for whom it is necessary. A principal of
Darul Uloom Deoband was told to introduce worldly education in
the Darul Uloom. He replied: “There are enough toilets available. I
do not have to introduce more of those toilets in the Darul Uloom.”
77

What he was alluding and indicating to was that Dunyawi (worldly)
education is a necessity just as a toilet is a necessity. And worldly
education was and is already more than sufficiently catered for by
governments, NGOs, private schools, etc. There was no need for
the Darul Uloom to also offer it. Dieni education is a necessity like
air and water - and is by far more important. We are dependent
on air and water for our survival. To a greater extent we are in
need of Dien to survive spiritually. Dien is the basis and
foundation of salvation in the Hereafter
Qaasimul Uloom wal Khairaat, Hadhrat Moulana Muhammad
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad also explained that where worldly
Qaasim Nanotwi ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ
education was flourishing, the knowledge that is sacred (Dieni
knowledge) was abandoned. Therefore Darul Uloom Deoband
focussed entirely on Dieni knowledge.
Many are not aware of the aims of secular education but endorse
and support it. Yet, secular education is that worldly education
which does not feature Allah Ta’ala. It is knowledge minus the
belief in Allah Ta’ala. It is entirely atheistic in essence. Behind the
secular education system are hard-core atheists. Their aim is to
divest us of our Dien.
Sadly, materialism has become our pursuit. There are some, who
have a connection with Dien, yet look towards their children’s
Dunya first. Dien takes a back seat or is left out. We fail to
understand the serious repercussions when secular education is
favoured over Dieni education. When Dunya is given preference
and priority, Dien is eventually forfeited and abandoned, and the
Aakhirah is usually forgotten. Secular education is a deception.
We are deceived into believing that without it, there is no worldly
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progress and no success. However, Allah Ta’ala promises and
guarantees success if we give precedence to Dien. Any person
who follows Dien and obeys Allah Ta’ala and His Rasul 1
will achieve tremendous success.
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“…WHOEVER OBEYS ALLAH AND HIS MESSENGER ACHIEVES A
GREAT SUCCESS.”
[SURAH AL -AHZAAB 33 : 71]

Our priorities are wrong. We hear people say that their daughters
have to study and have to earn a living, and their reasons are:
What if they get divorced? Or: In today’s time, you need two
incomes per family. …Where is our Tawakkul and trust in Allah
Ta’ala? From birth until they reached adulthood, did Allah Ta’ala
not make all the arrangements for their food, shelter, clothing, etc.
without them going out to earn? Why do we doubt His ability to
provide now? Why do we have to adopt negativity regarding our
daughters’ futures; that we assume divorce is likely and that they
will have to fend for themselves?
This mind-set makes evident our weak and diluted trust in Allah
Ta’ala and it is chalking out a Taqdeer of a failed marriage and
adversity. Rasulullah 1 said: “Allah Ta’ala said: ‘I am as My
servant thinks (expects) I am.”49
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad said that this means: “I am able to do
Hafez Ibn Hajar ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
whatever he expects I will do.”50 …If our expectation in Allah Ta’ala
is good, we invite good circumstances. If our expectation is bad,
49
50

Sahih Al-Bukhari
Fath al-Bari
79

we invite bad circumstances. Our lives are in the full control of
Allah Ta’ala. This negative thinking indicates to a very poor opinion
of Allah Ta’ala.
With two incomes today, people still complain that it is not
enough. And the truth is that two incomes are not sufficient in the
face of materialism and greed. Our Rizq (sustenance) is Muqaddar.
It is pre-destined. It will reach us with certainty.
Women have written stating that in trying to juggle a career,
marriage, responsibilities of children and running a home, they
have exhausted themselves and have lost their bearings spiritually.
All the material luxuries did not buy them happiness and peace; it
just brought in its wake, a lot of stress, tension, sickness,
medication, visits to therapists, etc. Brothers have written that in
all their efforts and exertion and sacrifices to acquire the luxuries
of the world, there is still a vacuum. There is something
missing. This is because Dunya cannot satisfy the Rooh (soul).
Let us not foolishly remain trapped in the rat race of Dunya –
weighed down with worldly worries and expenses – and exiting the
world spiritually bankrupt. Not one single thing of all the material
comforts of Dunya accumulated will be accompanying us to the
Hereafter, with the exception of our Kafan (shroud). So take the
provisions that are essential – the provision of Imaan and good
deeds. Work hard for this, to reap the best of the Hereafter.
Dunya is fleeting. Aakhirah is forever. Be intelligent. Invest where
there are never-ending returns. Don’t give your heart to what will
be left behind and what will inevitably perish. Rasulullah 1
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said: “Verily, the world has been created for you and you have
been created for the Hereafter.”51
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding, the concern and the
effort towards learning, understanding and practising Dien and
achieving Allah Ta’ala’s Pleasure and Jannah.
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15 | WATCH CAREFULLY

THE WORD “WATCH” brings to mind ‘time’ and a ‘timepiece’,
since a watch measures time or tells time … and we often check it
to see the time. On another level, it is a verb and indicates to a
person who is viewing something; who is on guard, on the lookout, or who is looking after something.
A friend mentioned some lessons to be learnt from each letter of
the word, “watch”. Inspired by those lessons, and considering the
different meanings attached to the word, “watch”, other lessons
and thoughts came to mind as well, with the Fadhl of Allah Ta’ala.
Each letter of the word “watch”, 'W' 'A' 'T' 'C' 'H', directs us to
watch and be vigilant regarding various matters:

W
WORST ENEMIES
We have to watch our worst enemies, lest they get the better off
us, harm our Dien and Aakhirah, or worse, destroy our Dien and
Aakhirah. We have been told that our worst enemies are shaytaan
and nafs. Allah Ta’ala identifies them for us and informs us about
them:
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“…VERILY SHAYTAAN IS AN OPEN ENEMY UNTO YOU.”
[SURAH AL-A`RAAF 7 : 22]
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“SURELY SHAYTAAN IS AN ENEMY TO YOU, SO TREAT HIM
AS AN ENEMY…”
[SURAH FAATIR 35 : 6]

When confronted by the whisperings of shaytaan, we are directed
to turn to Allah Ta’ala and seek His protection.
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“AND IF AN EVIL WHISPER COMES TO YOU FROM SHAYTAAN THEN SEEK
REFUGE WITH ALLAH. VERILY, HE IS ALL-HEARER, ALL KNOWER.”
[SURAH AL-A’RAAF 7 : 200]

We should read “Ta-awwuz”
“;: ? ,! ' h !  ,  H G , ”
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or read:

to overcome the attacks of shaytaan. Similarly,

we are cautioned about the nafs. By nature, it inclines towards evil:
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“…CERTAINLY THE NAFS (EGO) CONSTANTLY COMMANDS TO EVIL…”
[SURAH YUSUF 12 : 53]

Rasulullah 1 said: “Your worst enemy is your nafs which
lies between your sides.”52
Not only are these the worst enemies, they are hidden enemies.
Therefore greater precaution needs to be exercised.

52
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A
ACTIONS
We need to watch our actions. They must be in conformity with
the Qur’aan Sharief and Sunnah! They must also be undertaken
with sincere intentions. If done for others, they will not be
accepted in the Court of Allah Ta’ala. The rewards will be totally
lost and Allah Ta’ala will say: “Go to those who you showed off
your actions to, in the worldly life, then see if you can find any
reward with them!”53
On accomplishing good deeds, it must not be that the nafs inclines
to vanity, conceit and pride. A sincere Saalik keeps a watch on his
nafs and constantly reminds himself that all good actions, all
achievements and all spiritual attainments are due to the Grace
and Kindness of Allah Ta’ala.
From another perspective: Our actions must also not hurt anyone,
wrongly, must not cause an obstruction to anyone, etc. Rasulullah
1 said: “A Muslim is he from whose tongue and hand the
Muslims are safe.”54 …A Muslim interacts mainly with Muslims
and this is why Muslims are specifically mentioned. In another
Hadith, Rasulullah 1 said: “A Muslim is one whom people
are safe from (the harm) of his tongue and hand, and a Mu’min
(true Believer) is one whom people trust with their blood (life)
and wealth.”55
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T
THOUGHTS
We have to watch our thoughts because thoughts give birth to
actions. If thoughts are evil and they are given attention to and
entertained in the mind, evil actions are likely to follow. If
thoughts are good and pure, we can expect good actions to follow!
TONGUE
We need to watch our tongue! There has to be care and caution
when using the tongue. We should stay clear of vulgar language,
speaking lies, gossip, slander and so forth. These are sins that
destroy a person, inviting severe consequences and terrible loss. It
is mentioned in a Hadith: “On the Day of Judgment, a person’s
book of deeds will be given into his hands (and he will not see
therein any of the good deeds he did). He will ask Allah: “Why are
my good deeds not recorded in here?” and Allah Ta’ala will
answer: ‘They (your deeds) have been deleted because of you
back-biting the people.’”56
Hadhrat Abu Sa`id Al-Khudri  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪsaid: Rasulullah 1
said: “When the son of Aadam gets up in the morning, all the limbs
humble themselves before the tongue and say: ‘Fear Allah for our
sake because we are with you: (i.e., we will be rewarded or
punished as a result of what you do). If you are straight, we will
be straight; and if you are crooked, we will become crooked.’”'57
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Hadhrat Abu Hurairah  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪrelated that Rasulullah 1
said: “A slave of Allah might say something without realising its
seriousness, which causes him to slip into Jahannam further than
the distance between the east and the west”58
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔwould say that the tongue is small, yet its
Imam Abu Hanifa ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

sin is big.
On being asked how salvation can be achieved, Rasulullah
1 said: “Guard your tongue, let your house be enough
for you, and weep over your sins.”59
On another occasion, when advising the Sahabi, Hadhrat Mu’adh
ibn Jabal  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪ, Rasulullah 1, took hold of his own
tongue and said: “Guard this.” – emphasising by action as well,
that we have to carefully watch our words, lest they are a means
of punishment and ruin. May Allah Ta’ala protect from the
mischief of the nafs and the tongue.
TIME
From the letter “t” we need to also watch our time and make use
of it constructively and productively, in preparation for the
Aakhirah. In the Qur`aan Sharief, Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu takes an
oath upon time, bringing attention to its importance, greatness
and excellence.
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“I SWEAR BY THE TIME. MAN IS IN A STATE OF LOSS INDEED, EXCEPT
THOSE WHO BELIEVED AND DID RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, AND ADVISED EACH TO
TRUTH AND ADVISED EACH OTHER TO PATIENCE.”
Allah Ta’ala is guiding us as to how to capitalise on the bounty of
time – with good deeds – which are to be sent ahead of us, for our
stay in the Hereafter.

C
COMPANY
We must be watchful regarding the company we keep. You are
and become, and you are judged, by the company you keep.
Rasulullah 1 captured the influence and consequences of
company in a beautiful analogy, saying: “A good friend and a bad
friend are like a perfume-seller and a blacksmith: The perfumeseller might give you some perfume as a gift, or you might buy
some from him, or at least you might smell its fragrance. As for
the blacksmith, he might singe your clothes, and at the very
least, you will breathe in the fumes of the furnace.”60
Like a person will enjoy the fragrance of perfume in the company
60
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of a perfume-seller, so a person enjoys the beautiful fragrance of
Dien in the company of a good friend and takes spiritual benefit
from his noble company. On the other hand, a person enjoys no
comfort and takes no benefit sitting with someone kindling fire,
and in all likelihood, will be harmed. In a like manner, a person
takes no benefit from bad company. Inevitably, bad company is a
cause of immense spiritual harm.
Allah Ta’ala directs us to the company of the righteous and pious
ones:
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“O YOU WHO BELIEVE, FEAR ALLAH AND JOIN THE COMPANY OF THE
TRUTHFUL ONES (THE PIOUS, THE AULIYA ALLAH).”
[SURAH AT-TAUBAH 9 : 119]

A good friend is one who speaks to you about Allah Ta’ala, and
when you are not there, he speaks to Allah Ta’ala about you – that
is, he makes Dua for you. …We should ask ourselves whether we
offer good company to others. Are we good friends and do we
influence others in a good way, which will profit them in Dien and
in the Aakhirah? We should reflect if we are good companions, in
the light of the following Hadith. Rasulullah 1 was asked:
“Which of our companions are best?”
He 1 replied: “One whose appearance reminds you of
Allah, and whose speech increases you in knowledge, and whose
actions remind you of the Hereafter.”61
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H
HEART
We need to keep careful watch over our hearts. Our Sheikh,
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ
Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ
would say that the heart is like the capital of a country and if it is
not well fortified and protected, the enemy will easily infiltrate –
and when the enemy, shaytaan, infiltrates – he shows no mercy.
When a government is overthrown, the enemy forces invade and
they capture the capital, to establish their control. Similarly, if the
spiritual heart is weak with sins, the person will be vulnerable to
shaytaan’s attacks. Without the shield of Taqwa, we become
exposed to shaytaan’s onslaught. If the heart is not guarded,
shaytaan swiftly invades and captures the heart. May Allah Ta’ala
protect us all.
From another viewpoint, the Muslim is watchful in keeping his
heart sound and clean. Rasulullah 1 said to Hadhrat Anas
ِ ر: “O my beloved son, keep your heart clean from
ﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪ
َ
harbouring malice, for verily that is my Sunnah.” He 1
then said: “The one who loves my Sunnah, loves me. The one who
loves me will be with me in Jannah.”62
In another Hadith, Rasulullah 1 said: “None of my
Companions should convey to me anything regarding another
because I desire to meet every one of you with a clean heart.”63
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…This Hadith clearly guides us to maintain a clean heart in our
interaction with people.
Rasulullah 1 said: “There is a piece of flesh in the body, if
it becomes good (reformed), the whole body becomes good, but
if it gets corrupted, the whole body gets corrupted – and that is
the heart.”64
Sins corrupt the heart and blacken the heart. Rasulullah 1
explained: “When a Mu’min (believer) sins, a black dot appears
on his heart. If he repents and seeks Allah’s forgiveness, his heart
becomes cleansed and polished. If he continues to commit more
and more sins (without repenting), the spot continues to spread
and ultimately covers all of his heart.”65
A true Muslim would never want to deliberately disobey his Kind
and Beloved Master, Allah Ta’ala. When any sin is mistakenly
committed, he immediately resorts to Taubah and Istighfaar,
because he senses the black spot of sin, staining his heart – and a
Muslim is never at ease with a dirty heart.
May Allah Ta’ala guide us to complete obedience and grant us the
Taufeeq of keeping a careful watch with regard to our worst
enemies – nafs and shaytaan, with regard to our actions, our
thoughts, the usage of our tongues, the valuable gift of time, our
company, as well as our hearts. May Allah Ta’ala grant us His
Pleasure, salvation and Jannah in the Hereafter.

64
65

Sahih Al-Bukhari
Tirmidhi
90

16 | TEACHING WITH MERCY

ALLAH TA’ALA STATES in the opening verses of Surah Ar-Rahmaan:
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“THE MOST MERCIFUL TAUGHT THE QUR'AAN.”
[SURAH AR-RAHMAAN 55 : 2]

One of Allah Ta’ala’s attributes and noble names is “Ar-Rahmaan”.
…Who is Ar-Rahmaan? Ar-Rahmaan is The Most Merciful; the One
who treats His Creation with gentleness, compassion and kindness,
and Who wishes mercy for all of His creation, everywhere, at all
times. His Mercy is unlimited and continuously descends upon His
Creation. Allah Ta’ala’s says:
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“MY MERCY COVERS EVERYTHING.”
[SURAH AL- A’RAAF 7 : 156]

The greatest favour of “Ar-Rahmaan is teaching the Qur’aan
Sharief – because it is through the Qur`aan Sharief that man is
guided and directed to righteousness, and ultimately gains
salvation. Our Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakim Muhammad Akhtar
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔmentioned a beautiful point in regard to these
Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
ََ
Aayaat (verses): That we, who are occupied in the service of
teaching the Qur`aan Sharief, should take the lesson that in
teaching the Qur`aan Sharief, the quality of mercy is to be
employed. The quality of mercy and kindness must be dominant!
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We find, from these Aayaat, that there is a great relationship
between Mercy and teaching the Qur’aan Sharief! This should be
the method of teaching the Qur’aan Sharief so that the love of
Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu is nurtured and developed within the heart of
the student.
It is related in a Hadith that Allah Ta’ala inscribed above His Arsh
(Throne), the words:
“MY MERCY SURPASSES MY WRATH.”66
Rasulullah 1 said: “The merciful ones will be given mercy
by the All-Merciful. Be merciful to those who are on this earth,
and the One in heaven will have mercy on you.”67
We commence our recitation of the Qur’aan Sharief with
Ta’awwuz:
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and Tasmiyah:
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In Ta'awwuz, protection from shaytaan is sought: In this context,
protection is also sought from anger and hard-heartedness, which
is from shaytaan. In Tasmiyah, Allah Ta’ala chose His qualities of
Mercy: Ar-Rahmaan and Ar-Raheem. So the heart immediately
connects to the Mercy of Allah Ta’ala on commencing the
recitation of the Qur`aan Sharief.
66
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When Allah Ta’ala’s approach to His Creation is with Mercy, then
a teacher should also adopt mercy when teaching the Qur`aan
Sharief. Sadly, we hear and come across incidents of teachers who
become abusive – both verbally and physically – when teaching
the Qur’aan Sharief. Those who give vent to their anger – in any
which way their nafs desires – should understand that harshness,
hardness and being physically or verbally abusive is a sure way to
destroy one’s relationship with one’s students and negate the
great rewards that accrue in teaching Dien. This approach earns
Allah Ta’ala’s anger and invites punishment as well. Hadhrat
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad said that it is Haraam
Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
(forbidden) to hit children when teaching them Hifz.
A student entrusts himself and hands himself over to his teacher,
with the intention to learn from him. I usually say that if a teacher
abuses that relationship and he hits and beats the student, then
even if that student becomes an excellent Hafez, the hard attitude
of the teacher can easily lead to the student developing a hatred
for the Qur’aan Sharief, a hatred for the Ustaadh and a hatred for
Dien. If the end result is hatred, then we have failed miserably.
On the other hand, if the student did not become a Hafez, but due
to the good character – the mercy, kindness and compassion of
the teacher – he loves the Qur’aan Sharief, loves Dien and he loves
the Ustaadh, then such a teacher is 100% successful!
Hadhrat Moulana Maseehullah Saheb  َر ْﲪَﺔُ ﷲِ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪhad told me, with
great attention and emphasis, that to become a Hafez is not Fardh
(compulsory). However to become obedient to Allah Ta’ala, to
become pious and righteous is Fardh. …Sometimes, a student tries
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memorising the Qur`aan Sharief, but struggles in his efforts and is
unable to do so. So we should keep in mind that even if he does
not become a Hafez, he should leave us as a Wali of Allah Ta'ala;
as a Friend of Allah Ta'ala; as one who has deep and sincere love
for Allah Ta’ala and His Rasul 1. This will easily be
achieved if we, who are teaching Dien, become friends of Allah
Ta'ala.
Rasulullah 1 said regarding mercy and harshness:
“Gentleness beautifies everything. Harshness disfigures.”70
Hadhrat Abu Hurairah  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪhad narrated that Rasulullah
said: “Indeed Allah is gentle and loves gentleness, and
gives to gentleness that which He does not give to harshness.”71
…In yet another Hadith, Rasulullah 1 said: “He who is
deprived of gentleness is deprived of good.”72

1

Allah Ta’ala mentions in Surah Aal-Imraan about Rasulullah
1:
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‘THUS, IT IS DUE TO MERCY FROM ALLAH THAT YOU DEAL WITH THEM
GENTLY. AND HAD YOU BEEN ROUGH OR HARD-HEARTED, THEY WOULD
CERTAINLY HAVE DISPERSED FROM AROUND YOU…’
[SURAH AAL-IMRAAN 3 : 159]
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad explained in his
Hadhrat Mufti Muhammad Shafi Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

Tafsier, Ma’ariful Qur’aan, that harshness in behaviour or
language, is poison for that person who is engaged in the work of
70
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Dien or is an Imam, entrusted with the duty of conveying the
message of Allah Ta’ala to others. Being harsh, severe, rough or
cruel wipes out a good end result and turns an opportunity for
achievement into failure.
Allah Ta’ala says, in this Ayah, that if Rasulullah 1 had
been harsh, his companions  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢwould have dispersed – they
would have left him. This much should be sufficient for any
Ustaadh to understand that he would lose his students, or they
would become distant from him, if his approach is severe and
hard. Ultimately, harshness would be detrimental to the person
himself because his knowledge will not benefit others – since
people keep away. …This reminds me of an incident related by our
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ:
Sheikh ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔwas born, his mother took him
When Hadhrat Hasan Basri ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

to Ameerul Mu’mineen, Hadhrat ‘Umar  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪ, for Tahneek.
…Tahneek is a Sunnah, another special practice in Islam, where a
pious person chews a piece of date and applies a small amount
onto the palate of the child. The first preference for Tahneek is
dates, then honey and then anything sweet. Together with this,
the pious person is requested to make Du‘aa for the child. It is
hoped that the effects of the piety of the person will fall upon the
child and he will grow up to be pious and righteous.
After the Tahneek, Hadhrat ‘Umar  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪmade two Duas for
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ. These were:
Hadhrat Hasan Basri ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
1.) O Allah, give him a deep understanding of Dien. Make him
an Aalim, a Faqih.
2.) O Allah, make him beloved to the people.
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]'  -E  R , what a wonderful, comprehensive Dua!
…Without having the correct understanding of Dien, there will be
deficiency in one’s knowledge and practice. Where there is love,
one’s knowledge can benefit the creation. Where there is dislike …
resentment … hatred, then one’s knowledge does not reach the
creation or benefit the creation. So we can gauge the importance
of good character; of mercy and kindness, patience and tolerance!
Furthermore, Allah Ta’ala describes and gives the title of
“Rahmatul-lil-Aalameen” to Rasulullah 1.
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“AND WE HAVE NOT SENT YOU, (O MUHAMMAD 1), EXCEPT AS
A MERCY TO THE WORLDS.”
[SURAH AL-AMBIYAA 21 : 107]

Allah Ta’ala mentions that one of the duties of Rasulullah 1
– who is a Mercy to the worlds – is teaching the Qur`aan Sharief:
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“HE IT IS WHO SENT AMONG THE UNLETTERED ONES A MESSENGER
(MUHAMMAD 1) FROM AMONG THEMSELVES, RECITING TO
THEM HIS VERSES, PURIFYING THEM (FROM THE FILTH OF DISBELIEF AND
POLYTHEISM), AND TEACHING THEM THE BOOK (THIS QUR`AAN, ITS LAWS
AND JURISPRUDENCE) AND AL-HIKMAH (THE SUNNAH). AND VERILY, THEY
HAD BEEN BEFORE IN MANIFEST ERROR.”
[SURAH AL-JUMU’AH 62 : 2]
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]'  -E  R We see, in so many different ways, that we are being
taught that mercy is the key quality for a teacher – especially for
the person teaching Dien and more so, for the person who is
teaching the Kalaam of Allah Ta’ala.
Of course, there is a need for discipline and correction. There is a
need to establish rules. There are times when a teacher has to be
firm. However, a good teacher will think before taking any
disciplinary measures. He or she will exercise prudence and
caution in his relationship with his students and will not just
reprimand or punish, off the cuff.
When angry or frustrated, the best course of action is to remain
silent. When one’s anger has subsided, a decision can be made –
otherwise an unjust reprimand or punishment will only bring
about harm to oneself. We should also reflect and ask ourselves if
our anger is due to our nafs or due to a sincere desire that the
student improves and makes progress. Often, it is our nafs. If it is
due to our nafs, that would be Zulm. And Allah Ta’ala does not
tolerate Zulm.
On one occasion, whilst in Makkah Sharief, Hadhrat Moulana Shah
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔwas asked: “Must we be only soft and
Maseehullah Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
let everyone just do what they want to?!”
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔreplied: “When did I say that you must
Hadhrat Moulana ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
not put the wrong, right? I say: Don't do so in the state of anger.
…Keep four things in mind:
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1.) Never take any action in a state of anger. An angry person
is like a person who is under the influence of liquor. In this
case, one is under the influence of anger.
2.) Never use foul language, or be vulgar or oppressive.
3.) Explain to the person the wrong that he has done. In many
cases, the person is not aware that he has done something
wrong.
4.) Explain the solution to the problem, so that it does not
happen again.
On one occasion, a great ‘Aalim and Sheikh reprimanded his
student, more than was called for. Due to this excess in
reprimanding, the Sheikh himself was deprived of reading his Fajr
Salaah the next day. He missed reading Fajr, on its time. The day
thereafter, he was deprived of Fajr Salaah in Jamaat. On realising
his error, he sought forgiveness and made amends.
In conformity with the Sunnah, a teacher will be mild in his
temperament, yet firm on the Commandments of Allah Ta’ala.
There should be no laxity and disregard when it comes to the
Commandments of Allah Ta’ala. There should be no compromise
in regard to Dien. We should not condone, accept or allow any
wrong-doing. Of course, we should be tactful in dealing with such
situations. …There are different narrations which disclose those
times where Rasulullah 1 expressed his disapproval and
displeasure, and corrected the Sahaba-e-Kiraam  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢ.
A teacher will also smile at his students and be cheerful – so that he
is approachable and accessible to his students, that they may feel
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comfortable to ask him questions and discuss with him. Due to his
kindness and compassion, Rasulullah 1 would speak about
matters besides Dien; worldly matters that related to his
companions  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢ. By accommodating the Sahabah  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢand
others, love increased, and naturally, where there is love, there is
obedience. These were the wonderful lessons that Rasulullah
1 taught us of human psychology. He sought to make
people feel at ease and comfortable because by doing so, the
people would derive maximum benefit.
When we study the Seerah of Rasulullah 1, we find
perfect balance and justice in Rasulullah’s 1 approach to
people and a perfect methodology in teaching. No matter who the
person may have been – no matter how uncouth and badmannered – Rasulullah 1 would not reciprocate except
with noble character and beautiful speech. All of this made
manifest the elevated and great character of Rasulullah 1:
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“AND YOU ARE SURELY ON AN EXCELLENT STANDARD OF CHARACTER.”
[SURAH AL-QALAM 68 :4]

The ‘Ulama are described as the heirs of the Ambiyaa  َﻋ ْﻠﻴ ِﻬ ُﻢ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼمand
should thus introspect whether there is resemblance to the speech
and behaviour of the Ambiyaa  َﻋ ْﻠﻴ ِﻬ ُﻢ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼم. Those teachers who are
wont to be abusive to their students should reflect over the justice
that Rasulullah 1 possessed, as well as his concern and
fear for accountability and the Hereafter.
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On one occasion, during the last illness of Rasulullah 1, he
ِ ر.
1 sat on the Mimbar and addressed his Sahabah ﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢ
َ
After praising Allah Ta’ala, he said: “If I have ever beaten any of
you on his back, let him come and avenge himself by beating me
on my back. If I ever abused anyone, let him come and abuse me.
To dispute is not part of my nature, nor does it appeal to me. The
one of you who is dearest to me is the one who has a right
against me and claims it. By so doing, he releases me, and I will
be able to meet Allah with nothing held against me by any
person.”73
May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding, bless us all with the
noble character and demeanour of Rasulullah 1 and the
Taufeeq of following in his footsteps, in teaching Dien and
interacting with others.

73

Taareekhu Tabari and Majmau'z Zawaaid
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17 | THREE ADVICES OF A PRIEST WHO ACCEPTED ISLAM

WHEN WE WERE IN JAMAAT, in about the year 1400 Hijri (1979),
we met an elderly priest, who had accepted Islam. He was about
80 years of age and was from France. Prior to his acceptance of
Islam, he was drawn to and loved Islam and the Muslims very
greatly and very dearly. On that basis, he built a Masjid for the
Muslims in his locality, since the Muslims had no place of
worship. On completion of the Masjid, he handed the keys of the
Masjid to them so that they could establish their Salaah in
congregation.
Sadly, as is common, those Muslims began to fight amongst
themselves as to who would be the chairman, secretary, etc. The
priest took the keys back and said to them: “I did not have the
Masjid built for arguments and fights. I had it built for the
Ibaadah (worship) of Allah (Jalla Jalaaluhu)!”
Alhamdulillah, Allah Ta’ala opened all doors for his Hidayah
(guidance) and he accepted Islam. On meeting him, he shared
with us three special advices. They were:

1.) “NEVER GIVE UP THE AZAAN74. …Wherever you are, always
call out the Azaan. You people do not know the profound effect
the Azaan has on Christians! We enjoy hearing the words of the
Azaan!”

74

Azaan: The Call to Prayer
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Of course, this does not mean that we increase the volume
of our mike-systems and wake up the entire neighbourhood
at the time of Fajr. There must be consideration also for the
non-Muslims, who will be sleeping.
At such a time, the mike system should not be used;
otherwise disturbing them – especially in the early hours of
the morning, when they are asleep – creates animosity
towards Islam and Muslims. They then object to us having
Masaajid and having our programmes, because of our
inconsideration. Then we are a poor reflection of the noble
teachings of Islam! May Allah Ta'ala guide us and give us the
understanding.
The second advice was:
2.) “ALWAYS PERFORM YOUR SALAAH – WHEREVER YOU ARE!
…Whether it is in the Masjid, at a filling station, railway station,
airport terminal, etc., perform your Salaah. The postures of
Salaah have a tremendous effect on our hearts. The Ruku – the
posture of bowing down, and the Sajdah – the posture of
prostrating – impacts upon our hearts greatly!”
On one occasion, after spending time with my respected
Sheikh, Hadhrat Moulana Hakeem Muhammad Akhtar Saheb
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ, who was visiting us in South Africa, I was returning
ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
home from Nigel. Since the Salaah time had set in, I stopped
at a filling station and read my Salaah on one side. After
completing the Salaah, the petrol attendant came up to me
and asked me: “What were you doing?”
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I explained to him about Salaah and he responded: “This is
wonderful! I love it! I will also do this every night before
going to sleep!”
On another occasion, when returning from Durban, by plane,
we arrived at sunset. When I entered the terminal building of
the O.R. Tambo airport, I completed my Maghrib Salaah, on
one side. I was unaware that the security guard was
observing me all the time. After the Salaah, he approached
me and enquired from me as to what I was doing. I explained
to him that I was praying, etc. He also expressed his great
appreciation at such a wonderful prayer, with such beautiful
postures! Sadly, we do not appreciate what Allah Jalla
Jalaaluhu and His Rasul 1 have given us, of this
beautiful and perfect Dien!
The enemies of Islam, understanding the effect of our
Salaah, have deliberately accommodated us with prayer
rooms at airport terminals and other places. This is with the
intention that our prayers be concealed and hidden away
from the people; otherwise Salaah, on its own, is a great
means of Da’wah and invitation to Islam. We think it is a
noble gesture that they grant us facilities for Salaah but the
reality is that they do not want our Salaah to be seen –
because of its strong influence and sway on hearts!
The third advice given by the elderly French Muslim was:

3.) “NEVER GIVE UP YOUR ISLAMIC DRESSING. You do not realise
it, but this dressing leaves a deep impression on our hearts and
has a very compelling influence upon us! …The Sunnah Libaas
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and the beard have always been the dressing and signs of the
Men of Allah Ta’ala. There is beauty and Noor in this dressing,
which draws and influences hearts. The same impression is left
when seeing the Muslim women covered in their modest and
concealing dressing (that is, the Hijaab75 and Niqaab76).”
These were the advices of a learned priest who had accepted
Islam. He was not making any assumptions. He was presenting
these advices from experience and observation. Alhamdulillah,
many first hand experiences prove these same advices to be so
true.



On one occasion, while in Jamaat, I related to Hadhratjee,
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ, an incident of a lady,
Moulana In'aamul Hasan Saheb ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
in our locality, who accepted Islam solely on the basis of the
Islamic dressing of the Muslims. She said herself: “It came
strongly into my heart that this is the dressing of the
righteous, the pious and the Men of God (Allah Ta’ala).”
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔsent a message for Hadhrat Moulana
Hadhratjee ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔto join us and requested
Muhammad ‘Umar Palanpuri ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

that I relate the incident again.



75
76

After my studies, when I returned to South Africa, I had to
travel by bus, from Primrose to Germiston Location, where I
was teaching. On the third day, a lady also boarded the bus
at the same point. She asked me, with astonishment and
admiration: “Are you Jesus?!”

Hijaab: Covering the entire body as per the Shar`i requirement
Niqaab: Face veil
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]'  -E  R They have such admiration and appreciation for this
honourable dress. Sadly and most unfortunately, we Muslims
have turned away from the beautiful, noble Sunnah and are
impressed and swayed by the immodest fashion, dress and
culture of the non-Muslims!



In the early days, in Germiston, I had decided to buy a
washing machine. In those days, washing machines were
hardly being used. Clothes were washed by hand. However,
we did not want to keep a helper, so I thought to make the
household chores lighter, by buying a washing machine.
On the morning of one Jumu’ah, I went to have a look at the
different washing machines. In one shop, there were two
very elderly white ladies who belonged to the church. When
I entered the shop, they were so taken by my clothing – the
Sunnah Libaas – that they virtually made Tawaaf around me,
and with much regard, joy and amazement, they expressed
their appreciation at my dressing.
Really, Allah Ta’ala has blessed us with extremely great
favours, but we just take them for granted; otherwise we
show such ingratitude that we totally discard this beautiful
way of life of Islam for a rotten life which the enemies of
Islam are also sick and tired of!



ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔwas
A very pious ‘Aalim, Moulana Sulaiman Aananwi ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

visiting his friends in Hekpoort, who were also very pious
people. It was a Saturday afternoon and he expressed his
desire to take a walk down to the river. The others tried to
105

discourage him because, on the way, there were Afrikaner
people residing and they would probably be sitting on the
stoep, at the front of their houses. They thought that if these
Afrikaner people saw them and Moulana dressed in the
Sunnah clothing, they would laugh and make a mockery of
them! However, Moulana was persistent, and so they went,
and ‘abaad’77, as they approached the houses, the Afrikaner
people called them. These Muslim brothers were sure that
they would be laughed at and teased. But what did they
say?!
They said: “As long as you people dressed like this – in the way
of your Messenger 1 – we had great respect for you
people. …When you would do hawking, we invited you into
our homes, and we gave you coffee to drink, since you would
not have eaten our food. We gave you places in our homes to
sleep and called you Abraam (a term of great respect for the
followers of Hadhrat Ibraheem ﻋَﻠﻴْﻪِ اﻟ ﱠﺴﻼم.) However, when you
started dressing like this (pointing to the other people, in
shirts and trousers), we lost all respect for you people and
started calling you 'koolies' (a very derogatory term)!”



77

In the early days, I had to take Aapa, my wife, for passport
photographs. I chose to take her to a photo studio which was
owned by a lady. My wife related that when the lady saw
her, in her complete Hijaab and Burqah, she was astonished
and amazed and said: “I read about this in books but never
imagined I would see anybody dressing like this.”

Abaad: ‘for sure’, in this context
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She asked to have an interview with Aapa and asked for
details about the Islamic dress-code and how Aapa managed
to wear this kind of clothing, etc. Alhamdulillah, at the end of
the conversation, she accepted that this is the most ideal,
the safest and the perfect way of dressing for a woman. The
same lady also mentioned – that around that time, about
1972 – the ruling Nationalist Government was considering
giving Muslims, more rights, for their honourable character
and values of life. However, for various reasons they found it
difficult to implement.
In those days, there were only a very few Muslim ladies
wearing the Burqah and who were fully covered. To the best
of what I can remember, in those days, where we lived, Aapa
was the only Muslimah in Hijaab and Burqah. Later, I came to
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔwife was also
know that Moulana Sulaiman Aananwi’s ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
in Hijaab; fully covered. Thereafter, it was mentioned of a
certain lady, in Natal, who also dressed in full Hijaab and
Burqah.



Around 1977, we were in Karachi, in Jamaat. We were told of
an American lady who accepted Islam and came to Pakistan
to spend time. Seeing the Islamic dressing of the Muslim
women there, she also put on a Burqah. When she looked at
herself in the mirror, she cried profusely. On being asked
why she was crying so much, she replied: “This is the first
time I look at myself as a woman!” …She was just too
delighted and pleased!
These are just a few incidents, and others have had similar
experiences. People have accepted Islam on hearing the
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beautiful Azaan, seeing the humility of Muslims in Salaah, and
the noble postures of Ruku and Sujood. People have accepted
Islam on seeing the dignified attire of the Muslim – but we,
who are Muslims, do not have that kind of spirit and zeal to
implement the same in our lives. We do not seem to have the
concern of being flag-bearers of Islam and the Sunnah. Yet, if
we did, then without speeches, we would be giving Da’wah
and inviting the world to Islam, wherever we went!!! If only
we ourselves appreciated!
May Allah Ta’ala give us the understanding, the concern, and
the Taufeeq of practising on Dien, entirely. And may Allah
Ta’ala make our practice of Islam a means of Hidayah for
whoever comes into contact with us. And nothing is difficult
for Allah Ta'ala.
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18 | GATEWAY TO SUCCESS

DELIVERANCE FOR THE SUFFERING UMMAH

DURING A TRIP TO THE UNITED KINGDOM, I gave a talk in a
Masjid in London. There are many Jews who reside in the vicinity
of that Masjid.
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ
In the talk, I mentioned that once, when Haaji Bhai Padia ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ

was travelling by plane, a Jewish Rabbi was seated next to him. In
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ: “We are
conversation, the Rabbi said to Haaji Bhai Padia ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
not afraid of the Muslims today, because Allah’s help is not with
them, nor with us. Today, it is all about power: The one who has
more arms and more ammunition, wins. We have more and we are
more powerful. However, when the Mosques (Masaajid) of the
Muslims start filling up for the Fajr prayer as the Mosques get full
for the Jumu’ah prayer, we will not be able to fight the Muslims,
because Allah’s help will be with them, and we can never overcome
those who are assisted by Allah.”
After this talk, a young man met me and informed me that he is
from Pakistan (or India). He said: “I go home once a year. Without
fail, on my return, my neighbour, who is a Jew, asks me: ‘How
many people are attending the Fajr prayer?’ …This is the question
posed to me every time. I then asked him: ‘Why do you always ask
me this same question?’ He said: “Today, we have no fear for the
Muslims, but when their Mosques get full for the Fajr prayer as
they do for Jumu’ah, we will not fight them as Allah’s help will be
with them and we cannot fight Allah.”
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Abdullah Sa’ud is a brother from South America, whose homeland
is Palestine. He related that he was a little child when his family
was exiled to South America. At that time, Ariel Sharon mentioned
to the father of Abdullah Sa’ud: “You will come back; but not today
and not tomorrow. You will come back when your Mosques are full
for Fajr like how they are full for Jumu’ah.”
We clamour, we shout and we cry for the rise of Islam, yet we do
not rise for the Fajr Salaah. We are not present for the Fajr Salaah.
Our hypocrisy becomes evident in the light of the Ahadith.
Rasulullah 1 said: “The most burdensome prayers for the
hypocrites are ‘Isha and Fajr, but if they only knew what they
contain, they would come even if they had to crawl.”78
In another Hadith, Rasulullah 1 said: “A person who does
not go for Salaah after hearing the Azaan is committing a great
wrong and is doing an act of Kufr (disbelief) and Nifaaq
(hypocrisy).”79
Hadhrat Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪhad said: “If you neglect the
Sunnah, you will go astray. Verily, I have seen a time when no one
stayed away from the congregational prayers except for the
hypocrites who were well known for their hypocrisy or a sick man. I
remember that a man would be brought leaning on two men and
put in the Saff (row) to attain its reward and escape the sins of
missing it.”80
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Sahih Al-Bukhari
Musnad Ahmad ibn Hambal, Al-Mu’jamul Kabeer Tabrani
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Riyaadhus Sawliheen, Mishkatul Masaabih
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If the entire Ummah performed Salaah – established Salaah – the
entire Ummah would be in the protection of Allah Ta’ala, the One
who is Almighty and All-Powerful. No power on the surface of the
earth will be able to overcome or defeat a people who are in the
special protection of Allah Ta’ala. Rasulullah 1 said:
“Whoever prays the dawn prayer (Fajr), then He is under Allah’s
protection. So beware, O son of Aadam, that Allah does not call
you to account for being absent from His protection for any
reason.”81
Today, Muslims see some kind of solution in marching. Marching
may bring attention to injustice; boycotting and sanctioning may
perhaps harm an economy but this course of action does not draw
the assistance of Allah Ta’ala. The assistance of Allah Ta’ala comes
with obedience to Allah Ta’ala and comes with conforming to the
Sunnah. We will only overcome the forces of Zionism and the
enemies of Islam taking the route of obedience to Allah Ta’ala and
His Rasul 1.
When we establish Salaah, practise our Dien, revive the beautiful
Sunnah in our lives, give up the song and dance, the interest and
gambling, give up the western culture or the Hollywood /
Bollywood culture that we are emulating, and give up all our other
sins, we will be recipient to Allah Ta’ala’s Nusrah82. ...Allah Ta'ala
has His conditions. These will have to be met first. Allah Ta’ala
clearly defines His conditions and His promises:

81
82

Ibn Majah
Nusrah : Divine Assistance
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“ALLAH HAS PROMISED, TO THOSE AMONG YOU WHO BELIEVE AND
PERFORM RIGHTEOUS DEEDS, THAT HE WILL, OF SURETY, GRANT THEM IN
THE LAND, INHERITANCE (OF POWER), AS HE GRANTED IT TO THOSE
BEFORE THEM; THAT HE WILL ESTABLISH IN AUTHORITY THEIR RELIGION

– THE ONE WHICH HE HAS CHOSEN FOR THEM; AND THAT HE WILL
CHANGE (THEIR STATE), AFTER THE FEAR IN WHICH THEY (LIVED), TO ONE
OF SECURITY AND PEACE: ‘ THEY WILL WORSHIP ME (ALONE) AND NOT
ASSOCIATE ANYONE WITH ME.’ IF ANY DO REJECT FAITH AFTER THIS,
THEY ARE REBELLIOUS AND WICKED.”
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SO ESTABLISH SALAAH (PRAYER) AND GIVE REGULAR CHARITY
(ZAKAAH); AND OBEY THE MESSENGER THAT YOU MAY RECEIVE MERCY.”
[SURAH AN-NOOR 24 : 55 / 56]

The Sahaba-e-Kiraam  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢwere able to overcome the super
powers of their time because they were living Islam. The keys of
Masjid-e-Aqsa were willingly handed over to Hadhrat ‘Umar  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪ,
the Ameerul Mu’mineen, whose reign as the Khalifah saw the
establishment of justice on the face of the earth. Justice was
instituted through the implementation of the Qur’aan Sharief and
Sunnah and remaining firm and resolute on its teachings.
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Hadhrat ‘Umar  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨﻪsaid himself: “We were a people whom
Allah Ta’ala elevated with Islam.” This elevation comes with
bringing Islam into our practical lives. This elevation comes with
true and sincere submission to Allah Ta’ala.
We talk about Masjid-e-Aqsa; the violation and desecration of
Masjid-e-Aqsa by the Israeli Zionist forces. However, the condition
of Masjid-e-Aqsa is only a reflection of the condition of the
Ummah at large. Shaykh ‘Ali Abbaasi, the Imam of Masjid-e-Aqsa,
had asked Mufti Ebrahim Salejee  .  -<   ? $ J' = , the principal of
Madrasah Taleemuddeen (Isipingo), about the sad and distressing
condition of Palestine and asked why there is no support from the
Muslim countries. Hadhrat Mufti Saheb  .  -<  ? $ J' = explained that he
ِ ُر ْﲪﺔ
had read in the Tafsier of Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi ﷲ
َ َ
 َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪthat Allah Ta’ala has different systems for Masjidul Haraam in

Makkatul Mukarramah and for Masjid-e-Aqsa.
ِ ُ ر ْﲪﺔhad explained, in his
Hadhrat Moulana Ashraf Ali Thanwi ﷲ َﻋﻠَْﻴ ِﻪ
َ َ
Tafsier, that Masjidul Haraam is continuously under the protection
of Allah Ta’ala. The Kuffaar will not be able to gain control of
Baitullah, and the condition of the Muslim Ummah does not affect
this protection. This protection has no interruption.

On the other hand, the condition of Masjid-e-Aqsa is centred on
the condition of the Muslim Ummah. If the Ummah is obedient to
Allah Ta’ala, Masjid-e-Aqsa will be in their full control. If the
Ummah is in the disobedience of Allah Ta’ala, the Muslim Ummah
loses control of Masjid-e-Aqsa and the land of Palestine. It is
handed over to our enemies. …This is what we see today. The
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majority of the Muslim Ummah are neglectful and heedless of the
Commandments of Allah Jalla Jalaaluhu.
We raise our voices against the Zionist Israeli forces who desecrate
our beloved Masjid-e-Aqsa; we march against the injustices, we
wave the Palestinian flag everywhere, and we wear its colours in
some way or the other – all in solidarity. However, if, in our lives,
there is flagrant disobedience to Allah Ta'ala, then let us
understand the very sad reality: We are a contributing factor to
the Israelis having control of Masjid-e-Aqsa and desecrating
Masjid-e-Aqsa, and to the Zionist occupation of Palestine.
As mentioned, the requirement is to establish Salaah in our lives
and to work towards bringing the whole of Islam into our lives,
practically. Together with this, we will have to give up all our
sins. “Where there’s a will there’s a way.” Sins distance us from
Allah Ta’ala. Sins distance us from the Mercy and Nusrah of Allah
Ta’ala. Sincere Taubah (repentance) re-establishes our connection
with Allah Ta’ala and makes us beloved to Allah Ta’ala.


! m
: ! 5
! E& ;'
 ?: 1"'

“…VERILY ALLAH LOVES THOSE WHO REPENT…”
[SURAH AL-BAQARAH 2 : 222]

May Allah Ta’ala guide us, and grant us the understanding and the
Taufeeq of becoming practical on Dien.
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19 | THE WASTE CLOSET & WASTE CATASTROPHE

THE TOILET IS GENERALLY NOT A TOPIC FOR DISCUSSION, but it
can serve as an apt analogy, at times, and we can also draw
lessons from it. …Looking at how our lives are spent in sins,
heedlessness and waste, we can take some lessons.
The toilet has different names: latrine, lavatory, wash room, rest
room and water closet – which certain English speaking people
refer to as W.C.! …Presently there is a different W.C. – which, as
we know, is the World Cup. Millions and millions of people,
including a large percentage of Muslims, have thrown themselves
headlong into the curse and Fitnah of the World Cup.
It is such a curse which brings with it, multiple sins: There is
wastage and extravagance, there is music, alcohol, gambling and
immoral behaviour at these venues; there is “hero-worshipping”
and Tashabbu bil Kuffaar (imitating the non-Muslims, in their dress
and ways), and often there is neglect of Salaah and discarding
many other Commandments of Allah Ta’ala. …Disobedience to
Allah Ta’ala intensifies and heightens with these events. There
should be great concern and fear because sins of such magnitude
summon the punishment of Allah Ta’ala.
I translate this WC as a ‘Waste Closet’. The ‘Water Closet’ serves
the function to flush away human waste, but the world cup is a
‘Waste Closet’. It flushes away a person’s wealth, time and energy.
So much of good is wasted away. The one divergence or difference
is that a water closet is a place of privacy, but this WC is on a
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public level: open sin, open transgression and open rebellion
against Allah Ta’ala. And this spreads across the world, especially
via the media and the global broadcast.
I also translate it as “World Catastrophe”. A catastrophe is an
event causing great damage or suffering. It brings ruin and
destruction. The World Cup is a catastrophe of immense scale,
causing tremendous damage to our Imaan, our Aakhirah and our
relationship with Allah Ta’ala. This spiritual catastrophe is on a
global level; harming the vast majority. The world cup and other
similar events are also part of what has become a ‘Waste Culture’.
Wastage and extravagance have become commonplace and rife in
our lives and in society.
We should keep in mind that Allah Ta’ala likens those who waste
to the brothers of shaytaan:
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“AND DO NOT SQUANDER RECKLESSLY. SURELY, SQUANDERERS ARE
BROTHERS TO SHAYATEEN, AND SHAYTAAN IS VERY UNGRATEFUL
TO HIS LORD.”
[SURAH BANI ISRA’EEL 17 : 26/27]

We should also keep in mind the Hadith: “(On the Day of
Judgment), the feet of a person will not move until he is asked
regarding:
1.)
2.)

His life; how did he spend it,
His knowledge; how did he act upon it,
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3.)
4.)
5.)

His wealth; how did he acquire it (and)
How did he spend it, and
His body, how did he use it.”83

Considering the word, ‘WASTE’, the following lessons should be
taken and given some serious thought and reflection since they
relate to the world cup:
W-

WEALTH is wasted

A -

The ANWAAR of our Ibaadaat is wasted - because the
darkness of sins ‘flushes’ away the Anwaar and light of
our good deeds.
Wastage invites AZAAB (punishment).
The AMAANAH (trust) of life is abused and wasted away.

S -

The SUKOON (tranquility) that resides in the heart of the
Muslim is flushed away, on indulgence in sins.
Our accumulated SAWAAB is wasted. The rewards, which
we had earned, are destroyed.

T -

TIME is wasted.

E -

ENERGY is wasted.

Sincere Taubah (repentance) means that a person gives up his sins
and does not return to them; rather he returns to the obedience
of Allah Ta’ala. So if we have driven in the direction of
83

Tirmidhi
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disobedience, then we need to turn back or reverse – and drive in
the direction of the obedience of Allah Ta’ala and in the direction
of His Pleasure.
This soccer mania and sport obsession, which is taking us away
from good deeds and spoiling our Ta’alluq with Allah Ta’ala, needs
to be flushed out of our hearts and lives, with sincere Taubah. The
WC, with its TOTAL WASTE and its host of sins has no place in
Islam. Instead of flushing away our wealth, time, good deeds – as
well as neglecting the precious bounties of the blessed month of
Ramadaan and the priceless and auspicious bounties of Taraweeh
and the recitation of the Qur`aan Sharief, flush away the World
Cup. …There are multiplied rewards for every good deed carried
out in Ramadaan, but there are no rewards for the World Cup. A
Muslim's allegiance is with Allah Ta'ala and Rasulullah 1.
This is an opportunity to prove that loyalty!
The goals scored in soccer matches carry no weight in the court of
Allah Ta’ala. These ‘achievements’ are no achievements in the
Court of Allah Ta’ala. They will be of no assistance to anyone on
the Day of Judgment. However, Allah Ta’ala has granted the
Believers the opportunity of this worldly life to attain the Ultimate
Goals: The Ma’rifat of Allah Ta’ala, the Muhabbat and Ishq of Allah
Ta’ala, the Pleasure of Allah Ta’ala, and Jannah, Insha-Allah. So we
should strive and go all-out towards acquiring these wonderful
goals.
With the reverse of the word, “WASTE”, lies the formula to
achieve these goals:
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E:

Bring an END to this waste and sin,

T:

with sincere TAUBAH,

S:

with complete SUBMISSION and SURRENDER to Allah
Ta’ala,
And by following the SUNNAH of Rasulullah 1

A:

with the understanding that there is ACCOUNTABILITY,
with preparation for AAKHIRAH,
and with A’MAAL-E-SAWLIHAAT (good deeds).

W:

In doing this, the Muslim becomes a WINNER. He WINS
the Pleasure of Allah Ta’ala and WINS Jannah, InshaAllah.

May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding, the Taufeeq of
obedience, and the conscious awareness that the objective of this
worldly life is to prepare for our journey to the Hereafter and our
return to Allah Ta’ala.
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20 | THE TRAIN OF LIFE

AS WITH THE JOURNEYS IN THIS WORLD, the journey to the
Aakhirah also requires provisions. We know that death opens the
door to a never-ending life. The life of the Hereafter will be
pleasant and enjoyable if we take with us, the passport of Imaan
and if we send ahead of us, the ‘material’ required to build our
Jannah. …Having had the opportunity to travel by train on many
occasions, the following analogy came to mind – with Allah
Ta’ala’s Fadhl (grace).
Our birth and arrival in this world signals the start of a journey.
Like how a train is set on the railway tracks, so that it may move
towards a destination, our lives seem to be like train engines, set
on a track, with a course set out for us – and a destination
awaiting each one of us. Life in this world is a part of our journey
to the Aakhirah. Our life-span is like a moving train.
Each year of our life signifies a coach. The coaches of life are
unique in that each one has twelve compartments (twelve
months) and each compartment 29 or 30 units (days), and each
unit has 24 sections (hours), and each section has 60 divisions
(minutes) and each division has got a further 60 subdivisions
(seconds). Extraordinary and amazing as it is, this is the train of
life, which each one of us is given by Allah Ta’ala, to load the
provisions for the Hereafter, Insha-Allah.
In fact, just pondering over these aspects of time: the seconds,
minutes, hours, days, months, years, decades – and one sees the
amazing and great power of Allah Ta’ala, who inspired and guided
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man to establish time in this manner; in this division and
segmentation. Allahu Akbar!
So we should imagine ourselves on the platform of the station of
this world. Our train is moving along towards the Hereafter, and
we are filling the various compartments or coaches with deeds.
We are packing and stacking each coach with good deeds or bad
deeds – or with both good and bad deeds – or with nothing. If we
waste time on the station platform and we do nothing, then
different sections or compartments of the coach are left empty. And
doing nothing productive and good in the precious time given to us,
to acquire our provisions for the Hereafter, will ultimately result in
regret. Any time which is void of the remembrance and obedience
of Allah Ta’ala will be a cause for remorse. Rasulullah 1
said: “The people of Paradise will not regret anything (of this
world) except that time void of the remembrance of Allah.”84
If we are filling and heaping our coaches with worldly goods – and
we are engrossed in accumulating more money, more homes and
cars, more gold and silver, more and more of the world, then
plenty may be acquired but nothing accompanies us when we
have to leave. Let us understand that when we reach the station of
the Qabr, all these worldly goods will be offloaded. The train of
life disposes and drops the burden of worldly goods before we
enter our graves!
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“…AND HE WILL COME TO US ALL ALONE.”
[SURAH MARYAM 19 : 80]

84

Shu’abul Imaan lil Bayhaqi 512/513
121

Nothing will be taken from this world, except the sheets which
comprise our Kafan (shroud), to cover us, and our deeds which
were carried out in the time of life. How sad it is that a person
builds up his Dunya and leaves his Aakhirah barren. He invests in
Dunya which he is to leave behind and he makes no investments in
the Aakhirah where he will reside forever.
If we pass our time in bad deeds, we are only loading onto our
train, the punishments of the Qabr and Jahannam. We are loading
snakes, scorpions and fire to punish us when we reach the Qabr
and the Aakhirah. This will then be awaiting us. May Allah Ta’ala
safeguard us all.
If our seconds, minutes and hours, and our nights and days are
spent in accumulating good deeds and we are continuously
loading Zikrullah, Salaah, Zakaah and Sadaqah, Fasting and other
good deeds onto our train, then these will take the form of the
wonderful Ni'mats (bounties) of Jannah: the magnificent gardens,
beautiful streams, resplendent castles, exquisite clothing, and so
forth.
We are living in times, where everything is high-tech and high
speed. Even modern day trains are breaking records in speed. Man
is trying to keep pace with time, but cannot catch up with time.
…The Hadith tells us that a time will arrive where a year will be like
a month, a month like a week, a week like a day, a day like an
hour, and an hour like igniting of a matchstick.85. …So the train of
life is an express train; traveling at an extremely high speed...
delivering us to our graves fast! Whether we are awake or we are

85

Tirmidhi: Hadith No: 2585, Vol. 4
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sleeping, whether we are engaged in work or we are whiling away
time, the train of life is continuously moving.
Take the example of sleep: If we make the intention of sleeping to
gain rest, to gain strength and energy to continue in actions that
will be pleasing to Allah Ta’ala, and if we sleep according to the
Sunnah – sleeping in a state of Wudhu, sleeping on the right hand
side, with the hand beneath our cheek, reading the respective
Masnoon Duas – then despite being in a state of sleep and
inactivity, we have loaded the compartments of those hours of
sleep with great rewards and tremendous good!
If a person goes out to earn his living, and for eight or nine hours,
he will be occupied in business and trade, then many hours are
passing him by. However, if he intends that he is seeking Halaal
sustenance and with that Halaal sustenance, he will maintain his
wife and children, spend on his parents, contribute to the poor
and needy, he will give in Dieni causes and he will utilise his
earnings for Hajj and ‘Umrah, then although he is occupied in
worldly activities, he is filling up the train of his life with great
goodness and virtue.
Finally, after loading up the compartments and coaches of life, we
will jump onto the last coach at the end of our worldly lives. What
is ahead of us, in the form of good deeds or bad deeds, will be
made evident in our graves and in the Hereafter. Allah Ta’ala
informs us that all these deeds will be waiting for us on the Day of
Qiyamah:
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“THE DAY EVERY SOUL WILL FIND WHAT IT HAS DONE OF GOOD PRESENT
(BEFORE IT), AND WHAT IT HAS DONE OF EVIL; IT WILL WISH THAT
BETWEEN ITSELF AND THAT (EVIL) WAS A GREAT DISTANCE…”
[SURAH AAL IMRAAN 3 : 30]

When loading our train with the goods of our deeds, there are two
very important points to be kept in mind: Intention and
Concentration.
Good deeds, which are contaminated with Riyaa (show and
ostentation), are like empty cartons loaded and packed into the
carriages of a train. Such deeds will not secure any reward; in fact,
they can be a cause of punishment. If there is no sincerity and
devotion, then there is the form and structure of a good deed, but
there is no weight to that good deed. There may be quantity but
there is no quality. The inner qualities are absent or non-existent –
and we just do for the sake of doing, or to impress people. So our
coaches are filled with big boxes and cartons, but they are empty.
Let us introspect and see if we are filling up the coaches of life
with good, or with evil, or are we are letting coaches go by without
anything, or are we piling up empty cartons in each compartment?
The Sahabah  َر ِﺿ َﻰ ﷲ َﻋْﻨـ ُﻬ ْﻢand our Akaabir valued every passing
moment, looking towards filling the seconds, minutes, hours, days
and nights, with good deeds, in serving mankind, in seeking the
pleasure of Allah Ta’ala, in seeking salvation, in seeking Jannah. Let
us reflect and ask ourselves: With what do we fill our seconds,
minutes, hours – the days and nights of our lives? Let us ask
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ourselves: In the last 24 hours, have we devoted more time to
Dien or to Dunya? Have we spent more money for Dien and for
earning our Aakhirah or have we spent more on Dunya’s luxuries?
Dunya is Darul Ghuroor – a place of deception. We give our time to
and spend so much on something we have to leave behind and
something that has absolutely no value in the Sight of Allah Ta'ala.
Let us contemplate over the reality of life and time – which is
passing by so quickly, so quickly. If we keep in mind the Amaanat
(trust) of this life and the shortness of this worldly life, we will
utilise our time constructively, Insha-Allah. When time is spent in
Allah Ta’ala’s Pleasure, our lives become valuable and we are the
beneficiaries of good time management. Each one of us has a set
number of coaches – but we do not know how many. It could be
20 or 50 or 70 coaches. Whilst we do not know how many, we
work with each day that we have, each minute we have at hand.
There may not be another minute or another day. Let us work
towards loading the carriages of our lives with sincere good deeds
– so that we can enjoy the bounties of Jannah.
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“FOR THE LIKE OF THIS LET THE WORKERS (ON EARTH) WORK.”
[SURAH AS-SAFFAAT 37 : 61]

May Allah Ta’ala grant us the understanding, the concern and the
Taufeeq to occupy ourselves in loading virtuous deeds in the
carriages of the train of life and protect us from piling sins or
empty actions in the train of life. May Allah Ta’ala forgive us for
the time that we have wasted.
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“Durood Sharief is a capsule which contains the Ibaadah
of Shukr (appreciation), Hamd (praise), Dua (supplication)
and Muhabbat (Love).
… Appreciate and recite Durood Sharief in abundance.”
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O Allah, shower Your Mercy upon our master, Muhammad and
upon the family of our master, Muhammad, and blessings and
peace (upon him).

Hadhrat Moulana Abdul Hamid Is`haq Saheb
(Damaat Barakaatuhum)
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An Excerpt from the Book
“MAXIMISING ON OUR DEEDS”
The Importance of F ormulating Intentions

By Hadhrat Moulana Abdul Hamid Is`haq Saheb
(Daamat Barakaatuhum)

THE MASHAA`IKH AND AULIYA ALLAH have the same number of
hours in a day as we have; they have the same kind of physical bodies
as we do; yet their capacity of earning the pleasure of Allah Jalla
Jalaaluhu and maximising on their actions surpasses us.
How do they surpass us? What is the secret behind their success?
When a person becomes a success story; when he climbs the ladder
of material and worldly success, then people are ever eager to know
how he got to the top. …If, in a short period of time, a person
‘upgrades’ in life – ‘from rags to riches’ – people want to know the
secret behind his fortune. They want the guidelines and the tips that
will open the doors of material riches for themselves.
So we should be more interested and eager to know how the Auliya
Allah build their spiritual fortunes. What is their secret?
To download or read online, visit www.ka.org.za
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